


=

F
! publisher

1 STAM LEE

i editor

i' STERANKDO
i associate editor

KEN BRUZENAK

consulting editor
ROY THOMAS

staff
CHARLIE SWIFT
ED NOONCHESTER
JOEL THINGWVALL
DON McGREGOR
MARTIN GREIM
BOB COSGROVE
DWIGHT DECEER
CENTANARIO FU
GARY BROWN
and all the artists and writers
in the whole blushin® bullpen.

FOOM MAGAZINE
publahed by MARVEL
COMICS GROUP.
OFFICE QOF PUBLICA-
TION: 575 Madnon
Avenue, New Yook, N.Y,
10022. Copyright  (©
1974 by Marvel Comics
Gioup, A Daatich ol
Cadence Industries Cor-
paration. All right
reserved  BTS  Madicon
Avenue, New York, MY,
10022, Vel 1, Mo, 4
Winter 1974 lmue, No
Hmilarity batween any of
the names, characten,
persoms  andfor  inatitu-
tions in this magarine
wath those of sy ling
or dead parion oF indtitu-
on 8 intended, snd sy
such similarity which
may Bxnl B purely co-
incidenitad. Printed in the
US.A.

.

That was fastil

It seems like just the ather doy fthat
wa wrote fthe opening editerial in the
premiere issue of FOOM. Suvddenly, we're
wropping up the fourth big issue of the
magazine dedicated to the World of Marvel
Comics—ond the for-flung Fellowship of
FOOMmI

Over the post yeor, we've worked dili-
gently to produce and promote the kind of
club that would be recorded in comic his-
tory as Mo. 1—and judging by the avalancha
of mail you've unleashed on us, we've suc.
ceaded.

Beligve it when we soy thot all of us
here are proud to be port of the bullpen
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of the world's greotest comics group, Mar-
wel. But we've sven more pride in you, the
legion of fons ond readers whao've rallied
‘round the Marvel bonner ower the past
doren yeors—pride becouse you've support-
#d vs ond kept readin® our mogs, pride
becouse you took the time to write o zillion
letters tellin' us how to mokes our books
batter, pride becouse you've mode us feel
the fulfillment of ourselves as aortists ond
Writers.

That's why FOOM bad to ba bornl

ir's simply our way of shewing our
gratitude. We know that ne company con
ke greater tham its marker—that's why
we feel nothing's teo good for our readersi
With the time and energy that goes into
eoch FOOM Mogozine, we could probably
turn out anather comic or two, but, baligve
it or not, we feel FOOM is more Impertantll

Becouss you've elected 1o become part
of the Marvel Age of Comics, we moks this
pledge to you—FOOM IS HERE TO STAY-
on' no matter what, we wea't let yeu dewn!

To celebrate our fourth Foomtastic pub-
lication, wi've put together o special fsve,
dedicated to Morvel's blushin® bad guys—
the wildest super-villaing of all time [with-
out them, whoe would our heross have 1o
fight?). We think you'll hove as much fun
with this ish, a3 we did putting it fogether!

For cpeners, we prasent onother BULL:
FEN BIO of one of Maorvel's greatest end
mast humble personalities (whe else would
go into this AllVillgin lssue?). The further
odventures of Marvel's SUPER CHARACTER
CONTEST follows, o3 doss our FODM BONUS
FEATURE=a Marie Severin _ salf-portrait.
Marie's one of our fovorite orfists, ond o
wizard of drowin’ rogues ond rascalsl

The definitive discourse on the darkly
debonair ond dastardly diobolic despot, Dr.
Doom, is the next dispotch of the doy to
digest. Afterword, STERANKO'S CRIME FILE
will give oll you wouldbe detectives o
chance to solve o speciol kind of mystery
created just for FOOM members. If you
like the CRIME FILE idea, write ond let ma
know and I'll do anather in o fulure izsue.

A hest of odvonce news about Marvel's
future publicotions will be found just be-
fere o perilous primer we call HOW TO BE
A VILLAIN, just in coss you core To dobble
in ene-upmanshipl Ancther villainous wen-
furé con be found on CIPHER'S spacial
CODE PAGE, opposite o wild, woy-out feo-
fire titled WILLAIN FILL-INE

Thizs issue’s fobulous FOOM FORUM fal-
lows our speciol coveroge of whot may
possibly be the start of o full-length Spider-
Man feature Gilm. Reunding out this issue's
fun, are the uswol puzzles, broin-twisters
end word warps neatly set off by o new
action thriller gome we coll HEAYY COM-
FLICT.

FROBLEM DEPT: The poper shortoge hos
hit every industry from poper towels to
cardboard boxes, ond the comic business
is cowght somewhere in the middle. It's
even affected FOOMI The special soil-
resistant board wa specified for our Comic.

savers wos 30 late being delivered that
many of you wrote in fo check on your
orders. OF Courte, they've since been moenu-
foctured ond mailed, but we felt we owed
you on explanaticn—and a woerd of thonks
for your wnderstanding, Our Colleciors
Classics are lote for the some reason, but
will ba moiled just o3 soon o3 they come
off the presses—so be patient=they'll be
worth the waitl

RESUBSCRIBE TO FOOM MAGAZINE: For
the post severol issuves, FOOM membaers
have been osking how they con subscribe
to the mogazine when their four issues
rvn out, We told you we'd et you know
when the time comes, ond here it is: This
will be the finel lsswe for these of you
wha joined the Friends Of OF Marvel in the
beginning ond started with the first issve
of FOOM Mogazine, We think reading FOOM
¢on ba habit forming and thet you wouldn't
want fo miss o single issve in the future
[not fo mention that FOOM is destined to
become cne of the hottest collectors items
on the market). A resubscription form is
Iscated on the coupon poge in the back of
this mogazine. DOM'T RESUBSCRIBE, how-
ever, until your current sub expires or you'll
wind up with two of the some issue. IT the
expirotion box on the boek cover of this
itiue 1 checked off, it mean: i time fo
recrder. Don't forget! DO IT MOWI

BACKE [ISS5UE DEPT: Many of you have
written requesting bock copies stoting that
you subscribed to FOOM tos late ond miss-
ed the first few issues. For thote of you
who want fo complete your run of FOOM
Mogozines, we ore offering our very limited
swpply for os long o3 they hald out. A
this point, oll three previous issves are
still ovoilable and can be ordered with the
blank on poge 31.

Before we clote, we'd like fo remind
you obout our FOOM Limerick Conftest. In
the first issue, we osked reoders to con-
tribute fo our collection of for-out phroses
whith wa colled FABULOUS FOOMIES (you'll
find ‘em embellishing the margins of every
FOOM mog). Since then, we've received
just obout every variation possible, enough
to last a Fifetime.

Lost ish, we requested oll Foundling
FOOMERS 1o come te our oid and create o
batch of FOOM limericks. You'll Tind some
of the best spotted throuvghout this issue—
glong with the nome of sach contributer
who is hereby notified of their speciol
standing a1 Feemers Flrat-Clais in our
exclusive fraternal order. Look ‘em over—
it you come vp with one or more of your
own, type them double-spaced ond send
them aoleng fo us. Mere's your oppartunity
to bulld a reputation omong your peers
ond score a wiclory in the nome of Marvel,
Juit mail them 1o FOOM LIMIRICKS 1o the
oddress an the bock cover.

Keep an eye on your mailbox for our
next sizzling issue=it'll be o real thunder-
bolt packed with supersurprises (hint)l
Until then, toke core.

STERANKD
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Ever wonder how you could becoms o
comic artist and writer=or the editor of
FOOM MAGAIINE? Lot me tell you how |
did i1l

| began lecking at comics before | could
read—matter of foct, thot's how | learned
fo read, Coptoin America waos [end still is)
my faverite 40°% charocter.

Over the next dozen ar so yeors, besides
getting on educotion in public sthoal and
on the ecity streets, | made a living by
painting signs, touring with the circus o1 a
firg-eater, fronting o series of rock groups
on the club eircwit, acting o3 emces ond
comic, perfarming mopgic on stege ond clote-
uvp with cords and coins, enterfgining o an
eicope ortist and reoping publicity by
breaking eut af joil cells and boxes dropped
to tha boitom of rivers, ond writing o
stock of books on the subject of magic.
{One of those books wos the inspirotion for
Mister Mirochs.)

About the eosiest thing | ever did was
land o job ot Marvel Comici. | had pre-
viously created o ling of super heroes Ffor
ongther cutfit and wos freeloncing of Poro-
mount Ficlures Animatien Stodios. | :.lq-ppqd
in ot the Marvel offices 1o spe what the
ploce looked like, somecne picked up my
partlalio ond before | knew i, wos baing
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offered o strip by the man himsell, Stan
Lee,

The rest is history. | wolked our thol
day ossigned to do the SHIELD series which
I later wrole, pencilled, inked and colored.
For the next year or fwo, | produced Maor-
val comics ond covers, ployed guitar five
nights a week, and held down o full-time
jeb @1 on ad ocpgency orl director ond
graphic designer,

My opproach ta comic art synthesized
all | had learned from reading them ower
the yeors—plus the opplicotion of my know-
ledge of meotion picture technigue. Some-
how it werked, ond even won a mumber
of owards both in America ond Europe
where I've been exhibiting my art ever
since, | was alio able ta fulfill ene of my
ambitions—that of wiswolizing the odven-
tures of my childhood comic book hero—
Coptain Americal

Then, in 1957, | tock o break fo waork
on o book colled the Histery of Cemics.
What began a3 o selitory venture somehow
grew inte o Tull-time publishing ergonipa-
tien, which | nomed SUPERGRAPHICS. My
intention wos 1o produce o line of top
gquality viswal novels, reference bocks on
popular media, checklists, pasters and port-
felios—designed to give the maximum in

graphic exciternent 1o those whe enjoy high
fantasy, science fiction and heroic odven-
ture. All of them were created especially
for the comic fan,

At the same time, | begpon onother
career o3 o commercial illustrater, doing
magating covers, children’s books aond o
hafty stock of poperback beok covers. My
cover painfings covered the subjecis of
science fiction, pulp odventure, herrer,
swiord and sorcery, ond westerns (my per-
sonal favarite).

Sinca then, I've produced twe volumes
of the Histery of Comics and am currently
writing the third. Other productions include
posters liks the one thot wos previewsd in
Sovege Toles 3 of my sword and sorcery
character, TALOM.

| suppose it was becouse of all this that
Stan osked me to work with him fo creots
and develop the orgonizotion of FOOM. |
accepled “couse it was something | hodn™
done before—ond “cavie | knew there'd be
o ot of fun working it oll out.

The future—well, thers's o hundred ex-
citing projects woiting to explode on my
drawing board and fypewriter. Whatever
they are, you con bat they'll have some-
thing to 1o with cemics. Hope you like "eml
STERAMED
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Here we are again, fellow Foomers, with
the latest from Foom Contest Headgquarters.
Lost ish we onnounced that Michoel A. Bor-
ngire kit the jockpot in cur Creste-A-Chor-
gcter Contest with his super villion, Hemes
Saplens. This istwe, we're ready To lel you
in on a litile more of the aclion—ond we're
warning you ahead of time, it's a rfeal
bleckbuster. First of all, in the frue tradi-
tien of Marvel, editer Roy Thomon trans-
fermed Mike's malevalent moravder into a
siezlin’ swper here (mony of our swinging
charocters have undergons the same change
anywaoyll Second, hang on te your chalrs,
‘cavze hers comes the heavy artillery, frue
believer—=Roy's decread plons fo maoke our
contest winner a part of the new X-Man
team when the book is revived severol
months from now. Though the boak is still
tentative, Roy hos been discussing ideas
for the return of Morvel's mutant mas-
gueraders, making Mike's chorocter o

charter member of the x-troerdinary feam,
When the book is releozed, Mike will get
a credit on the splash poge plus o page
of the eriginal art whicth features his efea.
fion., More business: The lost Tew issuves
al Feam Mogarine have listed soms of the
confest entries and bast ish, we 1hought
we could wrap it up. But, a3 luck wauld
have if, we ron oul of spoce and couldn't
even crom the entries info the book. 5o,
wi'll try it egain, plus reprint o couple
dozen more submissions $o0 you can 3ee
the kind of ort producad by the Brother-
hood of Foom, All entries of course, will
have thair names imcribed in the Marvel
Yoult of Yalor. Mo, that's not o new super
here bookl s on honor thot distinguishes
a Super-Foomer from an ordinary Marvelite,
Again, Mike, congratulotions and o hearty
thanks fo the Friends OF OF Marvel gssem-
bled for their response.
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We aiked Mike to pen a Tew words
about himself 3o that all you
Foomers could see what our winner
was like. Responding graciously,
Mike sent us this picture of himself
along with the following...

I've been drawing since | was 12,
starting by looking at old Spider-
Man and Fantastic Four comics,
and copying the pictures. | did this
until | could do it on my own, |
believe that 1've improved since
that picture that won the contest
and would eventually like to work
as a comic book artist.

My favorite artist now s Barry
Smith. Running very clotwe behind
him is Berni Wrightson and Esteban
Maroto. Another favorite is Jack
Kirby.

| am now 18 years of age and very
excited about winning. 1've been
very busy lately or | would have
answered tooner. |'m sending you a
few new pictures that | have made
recently. Mike A, Barreiro
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Jehn Rek
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Steve Sharp
Michael Chen
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Sfan Bycko
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Hark Hall
Edward Williams
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Stephen Sickerman
Ron Weitel
Corlos Salaror
Darin Price
Richord Wright
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Jeff Hudian
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Lovie Sullivan
Brion Born
Gary Sobshen
Wincent Hawkina
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Peter Cruika
Jim Curram
Henry Lin
Norm Paortridge
Scott Harrington
Billy Pu_h:
Rnbln Tinker
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Bred Yalenti
Paul Faleane
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Jote Christing
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John Schworiz
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Ranald Heid
Rex Bohn
Chip White
Guy MAoki
Robart Carmaly
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Fred Johnion
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Lynne Pope
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Tim Fizh
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BELER by Maork Thatcher

CLAW by Ken Teater

THE RED MASK, TAMARA
ond THE TUMBLER
by Mike Truesdak

by John P. Garrett i

Daniel Candelaria

THE CHEETAH
by Chuck Hart

by Jobn Pestka

Peoce THE GAGET MA)
by Mark Betche

AMAH, e ADSORDER
by Brod Block
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by Guy Heath

PRODIGY by John Comiller

IROM ELA'l'l' by Stan Bycko

XETROX by Glan Storra

EVE HAWK By Tim Dalcs

by Mike Chen




by Hugh Haynes BLACK BELT by Greg Allen
OMMIPOTUS SUPER COP
by Mark Forrell

by Sam Scali
oy
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|"-'-.'-"IIJ.W Mark Counfs

THE ARCH-ANGEL MICHAE
by Edword Williams

THE SCARLET CRUSADER by Acron McClellan

bid

SETH by Foley

by Douvg Horlewoed

THUNDERCLAP by Poul slorota

by M. Sticea
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THE ALIEN by Tem Maein

SCIMITAR by Rex Bahn
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QUOTATIONS FROM

CHAIRMAN

DOE

When coniocied by Arlinglon Houie 18
pen the prefoce for this collection of
guataliens by 1the Latwernan sfatesman,
weientist, and schalor, Victar Yon Doom,
meré Tamileafly Enown to The
reading public os Dogtor Doam! | accepted
wilh no smaoll degree ol pleasure ond
gnfhusiosm, in spile of the abvious dil-
Ficulties tha! such o 1gik would Hpoie

pangral

| could not halp bur reflect, with on
geule tense af irany, thel the very publi-
cotion of thit valume i1, of inelf, a re
markakle testimenmy 10 the chomge of
hislorical perspeclive which kot, on the
whaole, done much fto rectily greivous
damage o The reputalion of past sfofes
men, domoge willfully inflicted By @
cligue of recclionory, sslaoblishment paliti
ciams and professors, ond by the Philis

fifigs in the communications and pepular

1 Trchni-:qll',', Van Doom
dactor, although there iz little deubi thai
ki intelleetual achigvemenis merited of
least on hantfary dtqrrf from Harvard
ar some egually ditimguithed imilitution

w'Et nol o

literature media. It is o humon frogedy
that many of the wictims of such secur
rilous ofiacks, meai natobly, Victor Ven
Degm himsell. are nat now alive To boik
in the ocelaim and long-overdue recogni-
fign that they so indubitebly merit. (Ven
Doom possed away just five yeors ogo
Reparfedly, he wos polishing his armagr
and, while eraiiing kit caitle 1o antwer
the drowbndge bell, stepped en a rusiy

nail. Tea buty ta hove concerned himuslf
wilth wveh mundone and sell-1erving
moftlers o3 o ftefenus ahol, Won Deom

died of lock-fow tome weeki later, His
last reguest was That his metal foce.mosk
remain vndisturbed Y2
2. Sge the interesting. of intoncluiive
study. h',' Dr, Mawim Libidnikev, af Tulans
which compares Von Doom's hidden phys
g Ramy with thot of the Rev, Mir. Hooper
in Hathaniel Howihorme's clossic shart-
sfary, “The Minisler's Block Vsl ™

feel that Emersan would be o
mare probable influence upan Ven Doom
than Hawtharne

N e

sehalars

for wome yeors, Yon Deom was chiefly
depicted a3 o foe of democracy. His
oppenents, most offen a quasi-loscist
vigilante group known, somewhot luds.
crously, o3 the Fontgstic Fowr, ware pre
tenfed 16 on wnsuipeciing cilizenry, o1
such people hove 10 shomeleisly i the
post, of selfsacrilicing “pafriots,’” striv
ing arly ta moke the warld "sole for
demecrocy.”

Thizs myopie wiew went unchallenged
wntil just three short years ago, when o
grouvp of rewisionist historiens, hoving ex-
housted the mere obwvious Falsification
ol the Acheson-Dullet-Busk era, turned to
gncming Yon Doom's Ffe. serting and
sifting through the mosies of half-rruths
and falsifications, to discover Victer Ven
Doom, the humonilarion, The revisionists
proved conclusively that Ven Doam woi
a selfless seeker of peoce, trogically mis-

ufiderstoad. explaited. and hounded &
a iociely ke soughl only fo sove, o
victim aof the oold war

The
appraoisal af

milestone in the historical re
Von Deem's lile was the
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i mow-famous Victer Vem Doem and the
Cald War, written by tha University of
Wisconsin's William Applesovcs Willioms,

» ond published by Grove Preis.

f Exomining the mogo-ines. produced by
Mogorine Manogement to chronicle the

¢ history of the Fontastic Four, Williams
cost new light on the Dector's motives,
preving that his octions, heretofore con-
sidered as overtly hostile, wers merely
defensive responses fo the octions of the
Wast, Ted by on ever-widening eommuni-
cations-cultural gop. Moy, soy not gap,
but chasm.

In his first oppearoncs, in FF 25, Von
Doom sought te recover the chest of
Merlin, Though the hyperduvipicious Reed
Richards suspicioned that Won Doom de-
sired fo goin power from Maerlin’s freos
wre, Willioms showsd thot Von Doom
wonted to employ the magic boubles 1o
spread an  Aguorion, Consciowsness Ik
oge of love ond harmeony ocross the eorth,

Abondoning this olm, Yon Doom sub-
sequantly sought o cobinet post (FF217),
which he obviously wanted o3 o means
of leading Americans infe o new era of
detente and disarmaoment, Frustroted, he
finally returned to ossume the monarchy
of Letverio, skillfully tronsferming the
country infa a shawploce of efficiency ond
usimg ity third-world status fo modge
Americo ond the Communist powers info
o common position.

Although criticized by the narrowminded
for his outhoritorion rule of Lotveria,
Doom was Indisputably o master of social
engineering who understood thet you
cen't moke on omelet without breaking
#ggs. Mo doubt he woi merely poving
tha way for o new ero of sociopsychalog-
ical techno-democrocy before his tragic
death ond the subseguent revolution
which convulsed Lotverio, believed in
some infellectuol circles o have been
fomented by Director Fury of the CIA.

Some thearists believe that one of
Yon Doem's coldwar chroniclers, one
Jock Kirby, broke with his colleogue,
Stan Lee, lorgely becouse Lee wonted to
initiate o more accurate portrayal of the
doctor. This wiew is nol widely held,
however, and detroctars point to an fnci-
dent ot @ convention, where Kirby, offer
proposing te do a portrait of “Dr. Doom
vamasked,” insteod sketched Mr. Lee.

Moat intelligent people howe occepted
the frue Dr. Doom, but “the great un-
washed mass,” if | might delve inta the
common vernaculor, remains wictimized
by cold war hypnotism. It is to them,
then, thot | dedicote this book. Here, in
his own words, is the kind ond gentle
wisdam, the humor and insight, of Victor
Yon Doom,

Buffalo, New York
Jan. 1, 1784

Gabriel Coco, Ph. D.

FF: Fantastic Four
MSH: Morvel Super Heroes
AT: Astonishing Taoles

ARMS RACE, RESPONSIBILITY FOR
| hove been woging o ceoseless
battle for peoce — and for justice!
But in the course of that battle, |
need weopons—weapons with which

to defend myself from the dastardly
enemies of freedom! —FF #57

| hove been informed that my de-
voted subjects octually dance in the
streets, ot the merest mention of
my nomell ~FF #57
| must arronge for spontanecus out-
pourings of joy among the peasantry
to greet my homecoming! —AT #5

ASHTRAYS
Try to warn him (Reed Richards) and
your fate will be worse thon this
ash tray's. ~FF #10

DooMm
I? | am but o humble servont of my
people! —FF #57

CHILDREN
It is a childish trick, not worthy of
my great tolents —FF An. %2

DOOM’S GENIUS, SCIENTIFIC
. . without oxygen, fire will not
burn! ~FF #5

CLASS DISTINCTIONS
Mever will this maoss of teeming

humaonity ever forget that Doctor
Doom once waolked omong them.
—FF An. #2
You lowborn clod! In your abysmal
ignorance and conceit, you forget 1o
whom you speak!! | am still easily
your master, —FF An. #1

ECOLOGY
. « « @t the flicks of a switch, | con
drop fost-growing spores upon your
unsuspecting city, spores which con
grow like giant vines within minutes
—vines which will choke off all trof.
fic, all commerce, the very heart of
the city itself. -FF #17
| have no interest in merely swot-
ting flies! —FF #57

EGALITARIANISM
The octivities of society’s elite are
meaningless fo mel —AT #5

EXTREMISM — zsa Reitraint

FEAR
Maonkind hos no reason te fear mal
—FF #87

GRACES, SOCIAL
since you ore my guests, you must
learn 1o mind your manners.
—FF #85

HAPPINESS
But, why so glum, my loyal one?
You know the penalty for looking
discontented|! —FF #84

HISTORY
History teaches us thot slaves have
been known to escope.  —FF #485

COMMON MAN, RELATIONSHIP WITH
Actually, | om the gentlest, the most
unambitious of monarchs! My only
desire is to moke my people hoppy—
and to further the couse of peace,
and of brotherly lovel

HONESTY, DOOM’S COMPULSIVE
Though Dr. Doom is copable of many
things—the Maoster of Latveria does
not liel ~FF =87

HUMANITY, INGRATITUDE OF
How ungrateful are those who will

kil = my gly - Dwen fer
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not occept the rule of Doctor Doom!
Da | not give them shelter—provide
them with food? And all thot | ask
is total, blind obedience. —FF #B84
Is this the grotitude | get for reliev-
ing you of your power? —FF 259

no grudge! —FF =85

HUMOR, DOOM'S
Before | port with your delightful
company, | shall set your building
on a collision course with the sun—
which | om certain will receive you
warmly! —FF £6

MODESTY, DOOM'S
Actuclly, my terms are modest for
one as powerful as 1! All | insist
vpen is a post in the President’'s
cabinet. —FF 217

SHEEP
As a shepherd belongs with his flock,
so must a monerch remain with his
beloved subjects! —AT #5

PRIORITIES
(see alse Ecology, Materialism)

SILENCE, GOLDEN QUALITIES OF
Silence, you sniveling fool!
~FF An. #2

SINCERITY, VIRTUES OF

INDIGESTION
Loy down that weapon, T'Challe —
lest you've the stomach to kill an
unormed man — —AT =7

—What | crave—power, | shall have. “. .. look as though you mean it,
—FF 217 you daoltl” —FF #B5
PUNCTUALITY, VIRTUES OF STRENGTH

Quickly, Boris. We must keep—our
appointments, —AT =8

JUDAEO—CHRISTIAN VALUES,
DOOM'S DEEP DEVOTION TO
(cf. Religion)

I'm sarry, mother. —AT =8

RELIGION
(see JUDAEOQ-CHRISTIAN VALUES)

LAW, RULE OF
Mever forget—this is o land of law
ond order! My low and my orders!
—FF #835

LEADERSHIP, SOCIAL
What a pity that | am so often
forced to sove you from yourselves!
For HO ONE knows what is best for
you except your mighty soversign
Doctor Doom! -FF #84

LOVE
| have no love—no compassion—not
a tender feeling to shore with any-
one! ~MSH #20

MADNESS
Men olways think their superiors
ore mad! —FF An. #2

MATERIALISM, BANKRUPTCY OF
Of what importance is mere money
—when there are worlds to be con-
quered—people to be enslaved?!

—AT #4
For it is not money | seek—not
personal goin! With my genius, | con
moke fortunes os eosily os others
moke pennies! ~FF 217

RICHARDS, REED; ASSESSMENT OF
For you see, Richords, as great o
scientist os you moy be, |, Doctor
Doom, om by for the greater.

—FF #16

*. .. whot greater strength does o
mon have . . . than the strength—of
his far-seeing mind?" -AT #8
Doom tolerotes no weokness.

—AT #7

TENDERMESS, DOOM'S
Your unselfish concern touches me

deeply., you unearthly clod—!
-FF #59

THRIFT
| would no more waoste my cosmic
power on you thon | would use o
cannon fo slay a flea. -FF #58

TRYING HARDER
It is not o simple motter to be o
worthy monarch—to rule with just-
ice, ond with love! But, | tryl
—FF #57

UNDERSTAMNDING
| have never fully vnderstood other
human beings! —FF #17
It is a pity that you do not under-
stand. —FF #57

WOMEN, OPINION OF
It is beneath me fto imprison a
woman. —AT #2
/to Suson Richards: 7 | am hurtling
to destroy you. ~FF #460

MERCY, VIRTUES OF
Though we hove been deadly foes in
the post—| horbor no malice—| beor

SCIENTIFIC TESTING, MORALITY OF
How else sholl | test my twelve
robots os o unit?? Their next objec-
tive sholl be the destruction of on
entire villogel —FF #8B5
Do you think me a savoge? —FF #6
Waitl Don't condemn me until you've
heard my motives! | did it only for
you! —FF 210

I00LOGY
Even o jockol moy speak with the
tongue of o fox! ~FF %84

Let this be the final thought | leave
you with . . . ~FF #58
| hove said enough! —FF An. #2

COMPILED AND ANNOTATED BY
ROBERT COSGROVE

FHD, RFO, DCS, FYC, KOF, RFF
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1 Johany S1orm's I ndian bsuddy
2 They dug 1his villain ugs Tar the first ivswe.
B Tha Dievil you ey ?
9 He dosn't want (o et ivvolved
10 He's really stuck on sarth
11 This guy s no A& memilser
12 He got a gamma ray sunian
13 This characier is all wal

5 This lella wanted Eath 1od & snack
G Theie bad guys are really spaced out
7 He's not lion when he say™s ha's a king

3 Their leacker ix tha strong silent typa
4 He's knowin lor his monkeying around
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Response to last issue’s request for liltin® limericks
was overwhelming. Here we present some of the best
that came in and dub the authors Foomers First-
Clasg. If you want to coniribute Foom Limericks,
simply type up your impassioned words of wit
[double-spaced pleasel and send 1 1o Foom
Limericks, Box 1827, New York City 10022, The
best of the limericks will be featured in the very next
issue of FOOM MAGAZINE, so hurry up and send in
yours today!|

Pity the mighty green Hulk,

He earries on exceis of Bulk.

Ha tried 1o reduce,

And then became Bruce

And now he doss nothing but sulkl

Miks Fanning
The greatest, occording to ma,
Are Jolly Jock ond Smilin® 5ton Les.
They made Marvel’s soles
With incomparable tales,
Their liks we will never mare Lee.
Mike Fonnimg

Waorlack's bosk war created in wain,
‘Couse it marked the end of his reign.
His mog had shown promise,
When written by Thomas
And wos drown by Don Adkins ond Kone.
Miks Fomning
Captain Marvel really leoks darlin®,
He never seemi o be snorlin',
Hiz hair changed from white
To yellow one night,
And aoll this thonks to Jim Starlin.
Mike Fonning
Bruce Bonner's o physicist keen,
When o mon he's kind, ond not meon.
Though he's no Marvel fan,
Like most any man,
Excitement will moke him furn gresn.
Tim Fish
Spider-Man is o criminal’s demise.
In his costume, he swings through the skies.
Does he dislike o browl?
He says, “MHat at alll™
Except when they use insecticides,
Tim Fish
Once Block Bolt signalled for beer
He called out “Bring Ballanting herel”
When he finished o slurp,
He let out a great burp,
And now he is no longer here.
James Ricel
Dec Doom i3 @ veary strongs mon.
He looks like o walking fin con.
When osked with o hossle,
What he keeps in the costle,
He soys, “Rust remover from Ston.”
Tim Fish
Iron Mon's an Avenger, quite loyel,
£o strong he bends metal like foil.
When ha stared fo ery,
A reporfer osked, "Why?"
“Have you lost your Three-in-One-ail?™
Tim Fish

-
=’ Sg1. Fury's Commondos didn't do bad,
When it came to making the Axis look sad.
With the bottles they fought,
They completely bumped off,
Maore Germens than Germany haodl

Chorlie Switi
There once was o fellow nomed Hulk,
Who thought he had for teo much bulk,
On o diet he went,
Til his money wos spent,
And then could just it there ond sulk.
David Muzalla
The scigntist-hera named Read,
Has the F. F. 10 fallaw his leadl
And a3 Nr. Fenlastic,
This hunk of plastic,
Con whip up a gizme with spead.

Miks Fannlng

L I N e ]
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limericks

When intellects closh, now and then,
Its well within Bruce Bonner's ken.
Far wha'll argue with
A grean behemoth
Whao's IQ is just over len?
Anthony Riccl
The waight of o dreoded new curie
Makes life for the Surfer far worse,
He'd flea from this place,
With his board, into spoce,
But he can't ger it out of reverse.
Anthony Ricel
Poar Alicia gets nothing but knocks,
‘Cowse her boyfriend’s o pile of rocks.
But she knows it's alright,
S0 she sits home ot night,
And for him knits three-fingered zocks,
Antheny Rbcel

The Fronkenstein Monster, by for,
Wos caolmer than most pecple are,
When o hidden bear frop

Coused his onkle to snop,

He carried o spare in his car.

Theugh Waorlock wears god-like frim,
His view of the meovies iz dim
Loursa he'd never shelf

A film ‘bout himself,

If Charlton Heston ployed him!

MHow Taj really uses his head.

“Sray mute ond you won't end up dead
Whenewer they sesk

& security leak,

if is oll that you've said.”

The Man of Bronze thought it wos rash
For Dec Savege Comles 1o crosh.

But, never the slab,

He opplisd for o job

A1 a poperweight for Sten Les's trosh,

When Reed and Sus get in a Ffight,

They keep Franklin up half the night.
Whera Reed’s logic is lax,

He just strefches the focts,

#nd he simply con't see that sha's right.

The Man-Thing that frightened a nation,

Is no longer @ public sensation.

For, one night in the dark,

He comped cut In o park,

And wos drained during lond reclomation.
Anthony Rlccl

When o priest, who come from Zembobwei,

Asked him what hiz religion might be,

Yeung Conon would groan,

“1 just leave Crom alons,

And he doesn’t bother with me.”

Anthany Rlccl
By his circle of friends it's besn ssan,
Doz Strongs has o humer thot's kesn.
His power he fopi,
While sheating at crops,
And he simply keeps rolling thirtesn.
Anthony Ricel

King Kull hat coused grave iocial shocks,
By bresking toboos by the flocks.
For, vnknown to Bruls,
He'd broken a rule,
By eoting Wheot Chex from the box.
Anthony Riccl
It was soid The Defenders would strive
For @ members" reunion at five,
But they rented na hall
And bought no food ot ol
For they knew that no one would arrive.
Anthomy Ricd
Beware of The Col's rending claws —
The tolons thot give tough-guys pousal
This young lady fighis
Fer feminine rights
For Greer is germans fo the couss.

Anthony Riccl
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Savegs Tales returnsl Againl

That's right Foomars, Saveges Teles will
be bock ogain to thrill ond delight the
sword ond sorcery fons of the comic world.
With the first soles figures just starting fo
come in, it looks os though Mornel's giont-
sited mopozine devoted to heroic fontasy
is o3 big o hit os Roscolly Roy had hoped
it would be.

For those of you who are counting, this
will make the third incornation of Sarage
Tales, and will hopefully be the longest
running. The very first issve, waoy back in
1970, wos Marvel's original prebs inte tha
black ond white comic magazine markef,

7 N

FAR-OUT
FANFARE
AND
INFOOMATION!
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but poar initial sales figures and a general
uncerfainty coused the project to be

shalved, aleng with an intended publication

called Drecvla Lives. Then in 1972, Marval
was ready to try exploring the oversized
magaring market in sormest with Vomplirs
Toles, Drocula Lives, Toles of the Tamble
and Menasters Unleashed, o3 well a3 the
digest pulp market with Hawnt of Herrer.
It was anly mnatural that Rey wonted fo see
his pet project, Savoge Toles, on the pro-
duction scheduls, and 30, in the Summer of
‘T3, Savegs Tales and the humor titls Craxy
mode their spectoculor oppearences.

Six months later, dus fo increasing poper
shortoges end o premium of time, Savege
Toles wos suspended. Mew it seemi o3
though the cancellotion was prematurs and
that efforts should hove besn mods fo
keep the book on the scheduls. lssue 2,
with the 3 yeor-ald cover by John Buscema
sold a3 well a3 any of the other big books
on the stonds. The following issue, with the
colorful Poble Marces/John Remita cover,
shows indications of having done befter
than some of the other large mogazines.

March 26 is the date et for the oppeoar-
once of Sevege Taeles 4 which is already
underwoy. in the bock of Roy's weary mind.
Leading off the fssue will be Gil Kone's
odoptation of “The Dork Man,” a Turlogh

W Tl Ty | e = [y Fur

O'Brien story by Robert E. Moword, con-
verfed and odopted by Roy to mesh with
the Cenon skein of high odventure. This
story, by the woy is o foworite of Gil's and
will complete the list of Howord stories
thot ha originally told Roy he would like
to illustrate, the other two being “The
Valley of the Worm® ond “The Gods of
Bol-Soggoth.” Also oppearing is the Borry
Smith Conan story “Dweller in the Dark*
that was to eriginally be in Savege Tales 2
in 1971, but oppeored in the color Conan
comic when the oversired bock wos con-
celled,

Issue 5 will feature the return of Barfy
Senith 1o the Conan saga os he cellobarates
with Roy en A Witch Shall Be Born,” com-
plete with the eft-recounted erucifixion
scene thot originally covied Rey to wilh-
drow it from the color Conon book. Under-
stondably, Roy iz still somewhat in doubt
o3 1o what will follow; he's just hoping the

weanem MARYEL COMICS GROUP.

\
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beok won't be concelled agoin,

The year 1974 will ses o great many
changes and odditions fo the Marvel ling
up, but cerfainly the least favorchle will be
the changing of prices on the 20 cent books
te 25 cenfs. Thiz meve has been mode
necessary due to the skyrocketing price of
poper all over the world covsed by sirikes
by worious peocple involved in the poper
production industry. Tha effects of the
poper shortope are universal a3 publishers
averywhere are being forced to roise their
prices, The new price hike is only one of
the chonges coused by the inflatien in tha
comic industry, and it is admittedly an un-
foworable ome, There ore, however, other
changes coming thot should meet with the
oppreval of all comic fans,

The Deadly Honds of Kung-Fu is the fitle
of & new enfry in the oversited mogazing
figld. Concentrating on the current Korote
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mavie craze, this book will feotvre o dif-
ferent approach fo enterfeinment thon the
rest of the Marvel big book line-wp. There
will be equal emphosis on comics ond
arficles in this book with the premisa of
pleasing both comics ond Kung-Fu en-
thusiasis.,

In additien, Jim Starlin, Al Milgrom ond
Steve Englehart will colloborate 1o produce
the odventures of Shang-Chi, The Master of
Kung Fu in further exploits in the cantinu-
ing battle ogainit Fu Manchu. Thizs stery
will be 15 poges long ond will be the con-
finwing feofure in this book, whots first
tover by the way, sports o Meol Adams
drawing.

The remaining 15 pages of comics mafe-
rigl will ba taken up by the “Sons of The
Tiger,” an interrocial Kung-Fu extravaganzo
by Gerry Conwoy ond Dick Gierdano that
resembles the movie Eater The Drogeam in

its characterization of a Chinese, o block
and white Kung-Fu experts pitted ogainst
insurmountable odds.

The inside front and back covers of The
Deodly Hemds of NemgFu will feature o
large pin-wp of the lote martiol arfs super-
stor Bruce Lee (thiz pin-up pelicy is alia
going to be corried over inte the other
block and white magarines) and a whals
magilla of orticles round out the issue.
Designed to cater to everyons, the orticles
will include critiques of the first “iren fist”
blockbuster, Five Fingers of Death by John
Dovid Warner; the life ond death of Bruce
Lee titled “Herces Mever Die™ by Coroine
Smith; The Chinatown Circuit; ond four
pages of “Getting Ready for Kung-Fu," plus
an articls on the TV show by Wan Cheng
OShaughnessy (keep on Foomin® Dennyl
These text features will oll be concentroted
in the center 32 poges of the book and will
offer the unique feature of being a book
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within a boak, complete with self wrop-

oround cower,

There are other new lorge black and
white mogazines in the planning stoges af
Morvel but we con't tell you fos much
obout them ot the moment. Don't ba too
surprised however to see o lorge lizard
ond o couple of mankeys sparting Foom
zards and stickers. The coded messoge en
Marvel bullpen poges will keep you posted!

Two new, adventure-filled, 35 cent Mar-
vl coler comics will be on your newsstond
in the next couple of menths, and though
they'll cost more, we think you'll find them
witll worthwhile. Tha firsi title fo oppear
will be colled Glant Size Swperstors ond

will be published en a monthly bosis,
ratoling thres charocters in long 24 page
origingl stories. The first issve of Super-
stars will spotlight the mindblewing od-
vantures of the Fantasthe Feer in o tols in
which the Hulk and the Thing trods broins
{ond nobody nolices), lssue 2 will pit Spider-
Mon opaingt Morbivs and the murderous
Maon-Welf, ond for the following isswe, Rich
Buckler tokes his pancil in one hand, sward
in the ether and dogger between his toeth
fo present o 15 page Conan story in consor
with Cimmerian Scripier Svpreme, FReoy
Themas. (Don't worry Foomer, the remain-
ing poges will probably be token up by
Esteban Marote's Fed 5.|;|-r|ii_'|J griginally in-
tended for Sovege Toles 4) These fitles
will contain more pages thon the ordinary
comics but just what will go inte the
exira pages iz wndecided now.

The other 35 comic that will be cppear-
ing soon iy titled Glant Size Chillers ond
will showcose Drocula, the Werews!f ond
the Man-Thing.

Craxy 3 will be en the i3tonds with an-
other Kelly Freos cover surrounding o
number of offbeat oddities ond mirthiul
manios sfarfing with “Het Reds of the
Gods"” by Hoy and Marie Severin. “The
Crozy Enemies™ list lellows, and then
therg's the “Rock N' Rollin® Stene™ parody,
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g poam oboul “Trees,” o fokeaff of the
magazing poiter ods, “"Crozy's Crozies”
"“The Greecian Mooss,” ond o little curia
colled “Mizon Comics™ which features part
of an old Mort Drecker renditian of “Ken-
nedy Comics.”

“Ehafted” leods off Crmxy 4 and &
followed by & TV Guide takealf, Roman
Moote ond “Sports Maovies, Then and Mow."

The Gelden Yeyoge of Sinbed is o movia
which will be releoted toon and belizve it
or nat, Mighty Morvel i3 going 1o be deing
the comic wersion, Written by Len ‘Wain
ond drown by George Tuiko, Siabad will
oppear o3 a twoport feature in Werlds
Unknown o3 o colerful movie fie-in, com-

wiewn MARVEL COMICS GROUP. =
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plete with drogons, beosties ond the six-
armed idal. Wateh out Ter this onel

After the Sinbod speciol books, Warkds
Unkmawn will concentrofe on the Doug
Moench-Rich Buckler presentation of a strip
bated an a hera half-man, hall-machine . . .
Cyborg.

Conan will seon begin venluring inta the
wiorld ef the weird inspired by the Perseus
mythelogical figure and the Drogen se-
quence from the first of the greatl Prince
Valiant adventures, All this will come abaut
a3 soon ai MWeal Adoms' "Curge of tha
Golden Skull” appears, fellowed by o story
complately penciled and inked by John Bus.
cema.

It seems a3 Ihough even Conon 15n"1 safe
in Hew York, as Rey and artist Jim Starlin
can festify. It seems fhat Starlin had pen-
ciled o Comenm story ond haod 1o leave it in
his halleay for & few minutes. Fun city
being what it is, someone walked off with
il

Well, Foomar, it finally hoppened! True
leve hos won out in the Spider-Men book
and @ marrioge is to fake ploce in issue
131. And if you don't think Aunt May and
Doctor Octopus moke the perfect couple,
keep it to yourself. Issues 132 of Spider-
Man will follow wp the hugs ond kisses
with “The Master Plan of the Malten Man, '

layouts by Poul Eeinman end art by John
Remita. Liz Allen returns 1o the $frip along
with Hed Leeds. If that ain't encugh for
yao, juil wait 1l the fallowing manth,

The martial arts seem 1o have token
Marvel by storm s the Iren Fist moves
inta the spatlight of Marvel Premier, illus-
frated by Gil Kome. Then through some
tricky changing, Shang Chl, Maiter ol Kung-
Fu becomes master of his own book o3 he
tokes on the murderous wvillain, Blockjock.
The whole boftle sction epic tokes ploce
in Mayland Smith's eerie fortrass of o
house ond it presented fo you by Jim
Storlin, Al Milgrom and Stewe Englehart.

Stromge Tales 173 will mark the end of
the Brother Woodoo strip in thar boek.
Veedoo will be starring exclusively in Tales
of the Zombie from now onm, but you can
colch his final appearance *Sacrifice Play.”

Werewoll by Might 14 will feature the
Mike Friedrich, Mike Ploag, Frank Chiara-

AMASTER OF
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monte mini<clossic “Death in the Cathe
dral,” In thiz gripping fale of hersic horror
ond lightning oction, the Werewalf meets
up with the Hunchback of Motre Domae.
Whe soys you don't gel more for your
money at Marvel? Then get ready for some
real excitement in Dracula 20 with “The
Caming al Or. Sun.”

Marvel Two in One, issve 3, will Team-up
the Thing and Doredevil in a tole titled
“Ingide Black Spectre™ by Buscema ond
Sinnatt with oll the loose ends tied up in
Daredevil 109, “Dying for Dellors.” DD re-
turns for a short wisit 1o Hew York in o tale
by Steve Gerbar, Bob Brown ond Don Heck,
during which he is reunited with Foggy
Helson=and mesls Fogoy's sisler.

Adventure inle Fear 21 13 @ Steve Gerber,
Gil Kane, Vince Colletta presentation in
which Marbius folls inte the clutches of
the uncanny Caretaker in o story entitled
“Project Second Genesis.”

[P
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lungle Actiom, starring the Block Panther
kas been deloyed one month dus 16 the
paper shortage, but when it does eppear,
insuve 4 will feature the Den MeGregor, Gil
Kone, Klaus Janson stery “Mow the Spears
Are Broken,” in which Boren Macobre
makes his frightful oppearonce. lssus 5
will see Billy Graham hondling the art
chares in the toke “King Codover is Dead
ond Living in the Wokondo,” ond there is
o four-poge recop of the Panther's corear.
In issve &, Grohom confinues with the ort
in “Once Yeu Slay The Drogon,” Lord Cor-
roge in the spotlight. Alse in bsve & i o
rore, never-before-published presentation of
Lala Tiger, Jock Kirby's ariginal Block Pan-
ther concept.

Amozing Adventures 24, recounting the
drematic War of the Warlds is ritled “Fer
He's A Jolly Dead Rebel,’” ond concerns the
fate of the Watergate Topes, os wall o3
the desfruetion of the Linceln Memarial in

a spectoculor double poge. Amoxing Ad:
ventwres 25 i3 0 rocing stery sef in the far
future of Killraven's world ot the sife of
the ald Indianopalis Speedwoy—It's title,
“Wengeonce Threshhold.”

Mike Ploog has token over the art chores
on the most startling swamp creature of
them all, The Man Thing, o3 of iswue 5.
The tole, written by Steve Gerber ond
inked by Frank Chioramente is titled “MNight
of the Lavghing Death,” o real blockbuster,

Coptoin America (ond The Folcem) 172
pits the intrepid herces agoinst the hawl
of the sonic mulant, The Bonshes, and
issug 173 marks Steve Englehart's fals,
“The Sens of the Secrat Empire.”

Thonks to the recont break-up of the
Fantastic Four, we will be in stere for o
rnumber of zals ond tmall team slaries
wntil they become o gquarrelsome quarial
once opain. Reed's recent struggles ogoinst
Dr. Doom hove sat the poce, end in fssve

21
145 aof the FF, the Torch ond Medusa ore
up ogoinst Tarnak, The Monster who walks
the midnight shodows.

Helk 175 will feature o Thomas-seripted
tale titled “Mon-Brute in the Hidden Lond.™
This is o lead-in tale fo next issue's odven-
tures on counfer-earth ond the final resely-
tien of the Warlock character, Herb Trimpe
drew this hulkifying tale featuring the
Inhumans in Europe, so if any costles or
ihe Eilfel Tower turn up in the story you
know you're not sesing things.

Ghost Rider 5 will introduce the char
acter colled Roulette, o unigue willain billed
a5 “the man who gombles with death.”
Luke Coge begins his battle with the super

s weses MARVEL COMICS GROUR. '3

dunﬁﬁlgg

?f_-:} g L

sky-walking iren-worker, Stesplejock, in
Powermam 18 and The Awengers finally
have it out with the arganization colled
Zediac in “The Final Battle™ in issue 122,
Marvel Teom-up 20 will ally Spider-Man
with the Block Panther in o tole of “Mon-
sters, Murder and Mile-High Mayhem.” Keep
o shorp eye out for Stegron the Dinosour
Man, still lurking obout from issue 19,
Dr. Sirange hos once ogoin groduvated to
his awn book on the Febrvary scheduls ond
for his senses-stunning premier, the good
Doctor discovers "It Lurks Within the Crystal
gall.™
The effect of the 5 cenl rise in cover
price will taks & few months 1o ba falr,
but the whole bullpen is hoping that you'll
uvnderstond and continue fa support the
werld's greatest comic compony os they
forge onword ond upward, The future halds
bigger ond better things, more big 35 cant
books with more poges of original stery.
More ond betler ower-sized mogozines
are in the planning stoges, ond this spring
you con look for @ monthly super-giont
sized color comic that will rock you right
out of your tree. The first issues will fea-
ture eriginal tales of gargontuon propors
tiens feoturing o Defenders=Spider-Man
feam-up, with plons for the X-Men in the
months to come. Get culture, read Marvell
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(( SPIDER-MAN ))

A little while ogoe, we heard that there
wias o Marvel mevie in the woerks, 16 we
mads o few inguiries. Our search led us
ta Bruce Cordozo and his fellow clazzmates
of NYU, all of whom hod gathered fogather
te praduce a live-ochion Spider-Man movie
o5 a film project, We asked Bruce 1o tell us
how the web-spinner’s cinema escapode gol
storied and whot's being done. His reply
follows—and represents yet another mile
stone in the madeap Morvel Agel @

Gince | first storied réoding Spider-Man
in the early sixties, | knew the charocter
was cinematic and would probably maks o
bleckbyster film, | always wondered if the
film would be mads ond who would moke
it. | tried some experiments in Bmm, but
| saan realized that fo do the film correctly
it wauld teke o garganteen budget ond a
very carefully chosen casf.

Az | grew older, | produced superhero
ond fantosy films which were exhibited in
film festivals, and won a couple of owards.
An important thing | strived for wos beligv-
ghility. Even il the idea wos totally oul-
rogeous, the oudience could beliwe in the
situation becouse of the way it wat por-
troyed. | wos very disappoinied in the
superhars uduplariun'r. of the #izties b
cause they, like every super-hers on film
preduced in the last decode, locked ony
kind of depth. Even in the Marvel corfoon
series, every element of realism ond

. cradibility, which is o key factor in Marval

Comics, woi tolally leat. Film producers
{hath live oction ond animafien) could not
beligve in the chorotters the way a comic
fon does, and this Tailure shews up in the
finished project.

When | entered college, the iden of o

live oction Spider-Mon movie still lingered
in my mind. | theught af how | would do
justice 1o the chorocter, unlike the super- 4
hero odopiations of the sixties. | wonlted
the audience to feel o3 though the comic
had come to life. i

In Getober 1972, | wrate a leitfer fo Stan -
Lee exploining the project. | received a very
enthusiastic letter of opproval praviding =
the film wos limited 18 nen-commercial
gnhibition [becoute of commercial licen:-
ing commitments Marvel hod at the tima).

Hext, | prosented the idea to my eaxpern-
mental film closs, preposing a half heur,
Témm, color, sound, semi-professioncl
Spider-Man movie. When | outlined the
special effects the class felt that it was
impossible, but my instructor, Pater Glush-
anok, was very interested and gove me the
ge-ahend,

The first ferm wos spent olmost entirely
in pre-production, | wos a perfectionist,
and | spake with hundreds of people before
| decided on the cost clons. | wanted the
audience 1o say to themielves, “he or she
laoks and acts m:FI:H'.l like the charocters.”

Daphne Stevens and Marilyn Hecht made
the coatumes, Richord Eberhardt detigned
the grophics, swth a3 the spider-signal, (as
well a1 playing Spider-Man in costumal and
Art Schweitzer created the unusual lighting
effects featured threuvgheut the film, |
worked on the scenorio, preduction direc-
tion and the special effects.

We built on entire section of a building
for Spider-Man 1o elimb. We vied traveling
matie shots 1o meke Spider-Man swing
through Times Square of night with all tha
nean signs flashing in the botkground 1o
produce breath-toking and derrling wiswols,
Father than uviing o phony leoking bock-
drop when Spider-Mon climbs vp and dawn
buildings, we matied in celorful sunzets
ond bockgrounds, ond utilized fravelling
matiel in o 1cene whare Kroven sends lions
ofter Spider-on in the finol conflict.

The second term waos heclic with mare
shooting and editing by Julie Tonser. As
of this August 1, tha film was obout 34
done, On that dote; we gave Ston Les,
Roy Thoemas and other members of the bull-
pen, o praview of some of the key scenes
of the film, They were very impressed and
pnthusiostic obeul the resulls and en
couraged wi to finith the project.

The scresnplay iv adapted primarily from
Spider-Man 15 with vorious scenes odded
fo updote the stery cencerning Kroven's
first arrival in America.

Our casting has gotten considerable
opplavie=Jomeson, o% ployed by Andrew
Paoitario, ond Porker, ployed by Joe Ellison,
have been described ot “deod ringers” for
the charocters.

We hepe in the future to have the film
distributed in soma form, and perhaps, with
the support of FODM members ocross the
country, we might find o solufion fo the
situation,

Bruvce Cordoio



Grestings—ond welcoma to o new FOOM
feature, CRIME FILE. If you're like mast
comic fons, you probably find yourself
picking up o mystery or detective story
from time to time fo read Sherlock Holmes,
Mike Hommer or Jomes Bond. That's why
I think you'll dig CRIME FILE—becouse here,
you're  the detective="T0U SOLYE THE
CRIMEN In each tele you'll foce o line-up
full of surprises that will test your powers
of deductive recsoning. Try this one and
see what | meon. | call it . .

GOLD
ON
CRIMSON

The giont Manta Roy poused in his glide,
hovered for o moment o3 if frying fo
pierce the gleem oheod, then dove oway.
Mearby, o Sobertoothed Viperfith swam
through a shaft of light, frightening a
school of anglers who dored closeby. Te
the side of omother tank, o poir of Lantern
Fish glowed, seemingly ta watch the silemt
figure maving up the stairway. They blinked
eut and vanished inte the liguid dark.

Though it hod closed several hours
sarlier, thers was octivity tonight in Pell's
Seaquarium. In the bosement, o weory
cleck standing ogainst the wall began chim-
ing the hour of eleven. As if given o signal,
o stecky weather-beaten mon entered the
room ta join amather who sat waiting be-
hind & table littered with maritime charts
and log books.

“Right on fime, oran't you, Wabb?"

“Wouldn't be lote for this deal, Devlin.
It's to big.” the mon behind the table said.

“If old mon Pell's really Tound that
sunken freasure, | waont in on it. Everyons
soid he'd gone crory with all thot deep-
gea diving, but he found it ond mode o
map=—and now he's selling partnerships,”

“There's encugh for all of us, mate,
judgin® by thot gold doubloon he likes fo
rattle ‘round in front of everyone. Soys
it might aven be Sponish Armoda gold,”
Daviin offered, squinting through the curl
ing smoke of his colabash. Aye, snough to
tempt Meptune himself, o king's ronsom,
blood money ond cursed it bal The sec
don’t give vp her freosure eosilyl™

“Then don't cut yourself in,” Webb said,
moving from behind the toble to foce the
cloeck. "“Wonder what's kesping him? Lat's
go up to the office. The sooner wae begin,
the betterl”

Davlin closed the door behind him os
he followed Webb up the stoircose. On
the ground floor, the two men cut through
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the maze of tanks, bathed in the eerie
glow of hidden underwoter lights that
wore crossed by birarre shafting silhouettes
with tenacles and fins.

Aleng the narrow second floor hallway,
they could ses Fell's open door, spilling
light inte the corridor. Something waos
wrong. [n a momant, Devlin's stocky should-
ers blocked the doorway. Webb peered
ever them,

Old man Pell loy on the flear in front
of them, storing sightlessly at the speor-
gun shaft that jutted owkwardly from the
crimson bullsaye that wos matted te his
chest. Above him stood o toll, menocing
figure in a dark trench coat,

“Strike your colors, mate,” Devlin com-
manded, trying to pierce the shadows under
the brim of the stranger's hot.

“Just got herel | had on oppointment
with Pall tonight ot eleven. If you don't
believe me, check his oppointment book on
the desk.” The stronger's fone wos cool,
almost icy. “He was dead when | arrived.”

“Tha devil you sayl Where's the mop?”

Without moving the old seomon, Webb
circled, dropped to one knes ond emptied
the deod mon's pockets. A quick search
preduced o handkerchisf, wellst ond ihe
heavy gold doubloon. Mothing more, ex-
cept o stillwarm pips thet smouldersd
nearky.

Then Devlin spatted the clutched fist,
Stooping, he pried it apart, found a forn
corner of o mop inside. “Looks like yur
in big trouble, mate,” Devlin predicted os
he glared up ot tha stronger.

“Mo more than you ore—or youl” The
stranger beckoned of Webb occusingly.

“He wos olive when | possed the office
ot quarter fo aeleven on the way down-
stairs. | heard him jongling the goldpiece
in his pocket like he had o habir of doing!*
Webb thrust his hond in his pecket, fingled
some coins fo make his paint, then looked
at Dwvlin.

“Guews | went by obout five minutes
ofter thot,” Devlin soid, "en my way 1o
my roam fo get some tobacco. | heard Pall
havin® @ squall with someons but didn't
poy it no mind, 1 just take core of tha Fizh
hers, not the boss” businersl Then | went
down fo the bosement where we ware all
supposed to meat!l"”

Suddenly Webb stiffened. “Thot shoft—
it's from your spear-gun, Dewlinl®

“Stow i1l Thot don't mean nothin'l Any-
body could hove token it from the rockl
Even you maote,” Daviin looked ot tha
stronger. “Supposs you tell us what you
wira doin® hersl”

The dork-clad figure stood motionless,
bur semehow the small oguarium fonks
lining the walls threw their shimmering
reflections ocross his silhouette in o woy

that gove him some of their life.

“I knew Pell hod found the trecsure. |
came hers tonight to tolk him out of
getting if. | wonted him to lat the seo hove
har trecsures. In exchange, | hoped to show
him the wonders of the undersea world,
things few men would ever see. Now, he'll
never know.”

Outside, the surf roged ogoinst the
breakwater. The night tide hammered
its way into tha roam whers the thres man
steod. Glittering webs danced ocross their
foces, while something unseen stirred the
life in the tanks into restiess, angry motion.

“&il that remains is to bring his slayer
to justice.” With a simple mevement, the
stranger shrugged the coat from his should-
ers and foced the murderer. “You killed
him[™

“Homor, the Sub-Marinerl”

Suddenly the killer leoped for the spear-
gun rack just inside the doorway. With a
lightning matien, he notched a shaft into
positien. “The freasurs’s mine,” he hissed
as he triggered the arrow-headed lonceé at
Homor's heart.

The Sub-Mariner's eyes narrowed cruslly
g% the shaft splintered ogoinst his chest.
His foce o grim mosk, Namar stepped for-
word, The murderer ponicked, stumbled
backward smashing o row of tonks behind
him. On the wall just abeve him, he spotted
o pair of crossed horpoons. Ripping o lance
from its moarings, he hurled the shaft with
deadly oceurocy. Almost foster thon the
eyt could follew, the Lord of the Secs
dorted oside so0 the lonce missed by o
froction of on inch ond shattered on arroy
of giant coral shells on a cobinet behind
him.

A second later, the killer had the second
harpoon off the wall, determined not to miss
again, But Mamor hod sesn enough. ‘With
the speed of an eel, he smacthed the wood-
en shoft with a savege slosh of his hand,
then grobbed the steel lance ond bent it
oround his odversary’s bedy, pinning his
arms fo his sides,

Duftly, Nomor reoched inside the killer's
tocket ond exfrocted the treosurs mep for
which Pell haod besn killed. Crumpling it
info a ball, the undersea monarch whisper-
od o commond and dropped it into a tonk
of Warrior Fish who tore it to pieces.

“l leave the rest to you,” he said to
the man whom he had just axonerated and
strode from the room without looking back,
Momants laoter, from the window, that
man saow the Sub-Mariner vanish intfo the
waiting teo. @

How did the Sub-Mariner know wha the
killer was? All the clues are there. Re-
read the story and ses if you con solve
the crime like Mamor didl Check your de-
ductions ogoinst the solution on page 31.
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM CIPHER!
As we promised lost issue, o
mystery messoge conloining od-
vance information about the
world of Marvel has been
running on the Bullpen poge
of every Morvel comic. The
secret of thaot coded mes-
sage is known only 1o

those in the uitimate
underground movement

- the secret sociely
colled CIPHER which

PRIORITY

The symbal en the for
right is the secrel in-
signia on the CIPHER
organization. 1t will
identify you to

other meambers of
the secret inner
sociaty if you ot

includes it out and
paste Wt

BYary Wh":r I::il
. will ba
FOOM : = eosily seen,
member in good like on school
book covers.

stonding. Thot TOP
PRIORITY MESSAGE will
remoin @ mystery to the
comic buying public — but
you will be oble to read it by

utilizing the cryptogrophic decoding
devices revealed in coch issue of FOOM!
Speciel — THIS PERIOD ONLY!! Just be-
fore this issue went fo press, CIPHER

intercepled the secret codebooks of

HYDRA, the subversive orgonizotion

dedicoted to world dominotion. In keep-
ing with this issues theme, it wos decided
te wse the Hydro code here. What irony!

of saw a patch

like it ante your
favarite jeans. See
haw long it tokes you
e spot the secref
gymbol on somecns
okl

Here's how to decode the 2 — Next, stock up the letters 3 — To decode, simply reverse

super secret messages that op-
peor in Morvel comics until
the next issuve of FOOM op-
pears with o new code:

1 — First we'll show you how
the code works by encoding
the words:

SUPREME HYDRA

Begin by stoggering every
othar letter, dropping it onlo
a line below:

SPEEYR
URMHDA

and split them into groups of
four:

SPEE YR—
URMH DA-

Since the second groups fall
short of four letters, fillers
must be odded like this:

SPEE YRWX
URMH DAYI

Then reverse eoch group:

EEPS XWRY
HMRU ZIYAD

The messoge is now encoded!

the groups in the messoge:

EEPS XWRY to SPEE YRWX
HMRU IYAD URMH DAYZ

Then pull the lines together,
slightly jogging the lower ane:

SPEEYRWX
URMHDAYIZ

Reassemble the messoge by
dovetailing the two lines:

SUPREME HYDRAWXYZ

Eliminate the filler letters at
the end ond break the message
al the proper ploce!

Here's o message 1o proctice on:
UYEW TAEA SHDR YAED BOFU ATSO ONCI TILF AYEE PQID
HONH ESMV CITE OTED OMOR THOK THAT ONLA NHMMN WVXS
Now moke up your own messoge!



Whot will the well-dressed villoin
be wearing next year? Thot's the
question ploguing the Beou Brum-
mels of the swinging scoundrel set.
Endeovoring 1o onswer this pro-
voking inguiry, we've osked the
Kings of Cornoby Street ond the
foshion leoders of the world. No,
you won't be seeing Pierre Cordin
or Jontzen lobels on ony baddies’
tlooks or cowls, bul you might see
some strongely fomilior reiment
ogain, droped over the shoulders
ond shells of some of your fovorite
villoins. Just to moke a point, we
assembled some of the most senso-
tional opporel this side of Levi
Stravss ond came up with the
rogue pictured here — the Ulimate
Marvel Villain. The batty builpen
hosn't gotten around to this one
yel, but we have, and here he is for
your edificotion, He combines the
best (or worst) of eleven of Maor-
vel’'s nmastiest foes. How let's see
if you con figure out who we took
all these interesting gimmicks from.
Use the clues if you need o little
help)
A, The helmer of o Kree custodion
B. The cope of o malevalen! monarch
€. A tshirt from a fishy foe
0, The belt of an oriental overlord
E. Shoerts from an Asgardian enemy
F. Tha fist of @ noisy nemesis

_G. Stingers of o prickly opponent

i H. Trousers from a shocking -bad guy

i I, Rings from a for-Eostern enemy

1), The gun of o sticky super-foe

i1 K. Wings of o wotery wonder
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Thers are £5 many people trying to be
Ivilhrn: thess days, yet so few suvccesd,
Why is this? Thera certoinly lsn't any
[ shortage of Bod Vibes or Victims around.

RS Yes. Of course.

FOOM: Soy it's too bod you aren't Jewish.
Then you could be called the Red Skullcopl
RS.:

:f Just what is this deciding foctor that makes FOOM: Get it1? The Red Skullcap? A jokel
: or breaks o miicreant. The oniwer i3 Ha-hal

RS IF you wers o werld, 1'd destiro 1

Yes, troining is the keynote of being o FOOM: What? s

trve willain, ond troining i the tepic of R5. As a matter of foct, I've been mean-

this discussion. Many peopls hove osked,
“What ore the personality reguirements in
being a vilkain?". There ore two basic re-
quirements.

Regquiremant £1 Get averythiag you wont,

Requirerment #2 Want swerything.

Thesse two rules are wery Impertent.
Maemorize them. Put yourself in the proper
froma of mind by chenting this simpla
mantra daily:

“Give me . .. give me . .. glve me ..

As for rules to ba broken, thers are
basically only ten {feund in most any Bibla).

The mext step i3 1o decide just what kind
of willain you would cars 1o become. Thers
ore several salections:

1. The Temtrem Typs — He roves of ony-
thing that moves. Often travals in flocks of
one. He develops powerful suparpowers like
Bad Breath and wears fight costumes.

2. Honoroble Flemd — The clossy willgin,
wears monocle ond operotes vast organizo-
fions through computers and rodios. Abways
keeps o visiscreen on desk. Herces respect
him, “Well, Dr. Doom destroyed Dayton,
Ohio ogain, but you have to respect o man
with stylel™

3. Brewny Belldezer — The Titanivm Man
was o good Bulldozer. 5o is the Hulk, when
sitting in as a villain, Being o Browny Bull
dorar is hard work, and develeping the
obility to walk thru walls is o must,

4. Evil Incornate — This iz the villain you
leve to hote. A tough one to become, one
must be obsolutely evil of all times. Proc-
tice tolking bock to everyons, including
phone recordings. Sneer in your slesp. Wil
flowers and go out of your woy fo step on
wmall children,

You ora now reody 1o proctics some
villainy. HOTE: Do met begin by ottempting
to take over the world. There is currently
o long waiting list on this ottainment,
which is very hard to perform. Start out
small. 5oy, toks over the town of Search-
light, Mevada fer o few doys. Ho one will
ever know nor core, and it affords good
sport and proctice,

Maxt, try somathing o little lorger, liks
o Woolworth's maybe, or Rhode Islond,
Thess trophies maoke for o good portfelic or
thorm brocalat, ond ars grest conversation
pisces.

Your next sfep is to seek on opprentice-
ship with a Major Villoin. Big shots like
the Yellow Clow, Baron Strucker, and The
Kingpin are always on the lookout faor
bright young evil executives for thair or
gonizotions, o3 in this line of work the
turnover rote is very high.

After being hired by on “orgonization,”
kesp your eye on the boss ond study his

Charlia Swift affer
Ed Moonchester
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mavements, along with that of his organize-
tion. Then eliminate him and declars your-
self the new boss.

You are new in chorgs of o ruthless
bond of criminal cuthroats. Treat tham
right. Memorize the core ond feeding of
Undarlings: Underlings thrive cn beer, cigar-
attes and potato chips. They must alwoys
bea kept sternly in line. One good woy to
occomplish this is the old="Deoth Reword
System.” This is the system whereos any
wnderling is rewarded for his endeavers by
baing axecvied. Wote: this goes for whather
he succeeds or Fails, Example: “&h Seymor,
| see you've brought me thot Pepsi . . .
ond now here's o little sémething for youl”
"Ho Boss—MOT THATI NOT THATIY (GUM-
SHOT).

Let us now furn to a segment of o re-
corded inferview with one of the worlds
most publicised villoins—the Red Skull. Poy
close attention to his cheice of phrose, ond
styles
FOOM: ‘Wall Mr. Skull . .
prafer to ba called Red?
RS5.a  The Red Skull is my ritle, buffoon.
FOOM: Er yes . . . wall, | wos wondering,
Red Skull, if the foct that you hove no
true super-powers hos held you bock any
in your caresr. For instonce, | note that
yvou hove never developed the aobility fo
fly, axcept in o 1945 Captain Amarico story
in which the Coptain struck you 5o hard on
the jaw that you—

R5.: Pleote, | naver core to be reminded
of that intident. You ses, | believe that
what | perhaps lock in supsr-powers | make
up for in charm and charisma, stooge.
FOOM: Thonk you. How Mr. 5K- uh, Red
Skull, just what do you really balieve in?
RS5.a  Just one thing. Myself, Me. | belisve
in and worship my wvary self with o viclant
passien. | om, after all, all thet's really
imporfant in this universe, ond s tims
peopla woks up ond occepted that simple
fact, fool.

FOOM: Well then would you say that you
are your own religion?

. or would you

ing to test out my lon Generatsr &n some-
onae . ..
FOOM: Er ... fun's fun, Mr. Skull . . .
but let's not carry this toa forl
R5.: Oh don't worry. It only hurts for o
fow hoursl Then you disl
FOO: Mo—don'r—

(END TAPE) *
* HWOTE: This interview was maibed in from
an unknown source. Would onyons knowing
the whereobouts of FOOM correspondent
F:'-nlh Flonnigan, pleose contoct this mogeo-
Ting,

Did all of you eut thare pay close atten-
fien 1o the Fed Skull's cheles of words?
Lenguage is wery important fo any willain
{sxcepting the ones who con’t talk, and
they uivally don't nead to) A villaln sever
soys exoctly what he meons, but always
keeps people in doubt. For instonce, when
the Mandarin says, “So Iron Man, we meet
ogeinl’ It means, “This time I'll kill you
for certainl™ Or when the Owl soys, "Dare-
devil, you are finally within my owesome
powerl” It means, 1 won” And when he
says, “The Black Panther's shrewdness hos
merely provided o temporory setbockl™ It
means, 1 lesr,”

HOTE: Mony wp-and-coming villeins ond
villionesses hove asked, if it's alright to
give oway secret plans of world conguest
fo o superhero once you are Lure you've
caught him, and would like to gloat in “his
last seconds of life.” This has genserolly
proved fo be o poor proctice in the past,
as ressarch will prove, For some regton,
tha hero alwoys learns the lscaotion of the
secret “master switch” or contral room,
ond monges fo halt the scheme at tha last
mament.

Lastly, choose your heodguorters wall,
You may pick eny type: Waterfron? wore-
house, hollow mountain ronge, suburban
Monsien, underground Yoult, etc. Just maoke
sure that yoeu build it oround o fueled
rocket ship. All the best willoins think
cheod ond do this, allewing for guick
eitopes. MWOTE: Maoke carioin that your
hideaut roof isn't tee strong, as this will
not enoble your craft te crosh thru proper-
ly. (You may recoll the time Modok almost
killed himsalf, trying to fly thru thirty fest
of solid steel in o minicopter).

There you hove it—the boiic steps 1o be- 3
coming o social outcost. It's a tough, rough ¢
life, but worth it, tempororily. Just follow
all of the odvice closely and proctice every
day, and you'll certoinly arrive ot the §
same place that all hard-working willains I
eventually do. .
by Charlie Swift ond Ed Noonchester |

Next Instellment: Escoplag Frem Prises.



In keeping with the villains theme of this siwe, FOOM member Charlie Parker (you may remember his
crossword contribution in issue 2] put his devilish brain to work, Here's Charlie’s séenses-stunning offering,
for which we do honorarily confer upon him FOOM's very own Extinguished Service Cross with Oak Leaf
clusters - that bothersome bumbler, nasty nut and archfoe of Forbush Man, that malevolent master of
meddling, mischie! and meyham, the one and only, incomparable, .,
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Felicitations, flellaw Fodmérs, an w_ﬁ\,
come o aur newes! and hofles! feofure—

Mo, the FORUM will me1 be a maere lelters
poge. the newsstond comici ore the ploce
for thowe. Inatead, the FORUM will be o
ploce where the ranks ef FOOM Assembled
will be given a chance to discwis the phal.
ciephy of their fovarife bocks ond char-
gcleri—aond the writers and artisls who
produce them,

Yot more than vimple discuitian wall fill
thise poges. Here the Velce of Marveldom
will have the cppertunity o debate the
wif, witdam and wonder of the ‘Werld's
greafeil comics growp. Readers averywhere
will have the epperfunity 1o ssgoge im @
runaing dialoges with sech sther—1o on-
ywer and respond fo the cogent commenis
and offbeal ebiervolions mode by your
fellow Foom-Men all cver the world. _/,J

I'd like to tolk briefly cbout somathing
that’s bugged me for o long fime, distribu-
fien. Most comics fons are confent fo go
to the lecal newsstond and condy store
hunting omeng wvorious rocks for their
comics. Frequently, the disploy of comics
mogazines i3 poor, offen the books Them-
selves are bodly mutiloted, ond nobody
saems oble or willing to do onything obout
it. | live in Hew Jersey just a few miles
fram MHew York City, yef, recently I've
had the experience several times of going
to buy my comics and finding that thev are
gither weeks late, or worse, they don't
come in af oll. Recent issves of Marvel's
new black-ond-white ling have been almest
hopeless fo find, Frankly, | am fed up with
going inta a store and finding comics
relegated to o dusty, box-filled corner
whire mast loak Like they'd been doubling
as occordions. This is not the foult of the
creative people af any comics compony,
but of the distributors and disployers whe
abviously do net have the regard for this
ort form that we do. If the overage guy
received his Mew York Times the waoy v
seen mony of my comics look, complaints
would bs in order. The poor disploy ond
distribution of comics cerfainly does not
enhance their imoge, and I'm betting it
does nothing fto increcse sales. We in
FOOM are a potent force in the comic
world, ond if @ movement is 1o be storted
benefiting bath fans as well as publishers,
this is the place to do it. All of you who

7 are fed up with comics that ore weeks lote
= and in poor condition, write. If we organize
; ond set a goal, | believe somaething con
g be done. We needn’t occept owr fovarite
¥ posstime in the form that does it no justice.
' Again, please write, not with your come
: plaints but with your suggestions and let's
Y see if we con lick the problem of distribu-

fion thot nobody else hos been oble to do.
Thank you.
Rolph Maocchio
Crosskill, N.J.

It wes in 1962, that | bought my first
Morvel comic. It wos Fontestic Fewr 3, ond
it hod 1o be the most axciting comic | had
read in four years, (I hod been buying
comics for obout six yeors, buf | could not
really read them until | wos six years old.)

Morvel Comics grew and 3o did 1. | saw
Johnny Storm find the Sub-Mariner in @
Bowery flop-house. | witnessed the flight
between Spider-Man and his first super-
willain, The Chomeleon. | watched os young
Matt Murdeock saved a blind man from
being hit by o truck. Now, during the past
two yeors, I've wolched Morvel come oul
with numercus new titles. (Not counting
six or seven horror books which contain
obout 30% reprints.)

OF these titles, | only recd and buy, at
this writing, sixteen of them, and am con-
sidering forgetting about four mere. OFf all
of them, | consider two 1o be original con-
cepls,

First of all, | eliminate Morvel Team-Up,
which is Marvel's onswer 10 the Brave ond
the Bold. TeamUp is o good mag. Gerry
Conway ond Len Wein hove mixed the
stories between sci-fi ond the old hero-
willgin fights, although | would like fo see
o little of what BRB works with, nomely
the heroes fighting ogoinst organized crime,
pushers ond killers. Honetheless, Team-Up
is o successful formulo.

Captain Morvel, Ant-Man, ond Dr. Strange
have all been revived, picking up where
they left off. In his third try, Coplain Mar-
wel returned after the Mree-Skrull war epic
in the Avemgers. At first, it wos o dis-
oppointment. The plofs were ftired ond
Wayne Boring's art was dull, Naw Mike
Friedrich and Jim Starlin have toaken owver
and have continved the Kree-Skrull conflict,
Hopafully, Coplain Marvel will be bock fo
stay.

Ant-Mon, once ogain hod Hank Pym stuck
gt ane size. It wos Lend of the Giants oll
over ogoin ond despite some fine Herb
Trimpe arf, the series disappeared,

Dr. Strange is still struggling with the
forces of dorkness, this time from concepts
created by Robert E. Howord. Going through
five artists in six issves, nona of them have
equalled the imoginative ort thot Gens
Colan ond Tom Palmer crected for the
gead Doctor.

The Defenders is ancther group mag giv-
ing you four herces for the price of one.
This group, however, only gets together
when obsolutely necessory ond even then
they are not too hoppy aobout if. Steve
Englehart's stories hove been plogued with
anti-=climotic endings ond a lock of direc-
tior. Maoybe now that Len Wein hos token
aver, theyll find the direction needed.

Tomb of Drocwle, Meonster of Fronken-
steim;, War of the Worlds, Kull, Thangor,
Werewolf By Might, Svpernatural Thrillers
and many of the stories in the horror mags

gre odopted from someone else’s work.

Kull, Thongor and Conon were :rmlidf
bock in the thirties o3 wos Doc Savage. The |
comic morket is currently being floaded
with these ond other odopfations of the !
old pulp heroes. | have enjoyed the popar- |
bock collections of Robert E. Howords' ]
works, but in the comics, they sometimes
ochieve o sameness that's sickening. The
direct odoptations of stories are usually
good, bur the new plots seem like re-
hoihes of everything else. Perhops you
can get too much of o good thing. Sword
and sercery is oll over the ploce, even in
Morvel's extension of The War of the
Worlds.

Artwise, Barry Smith ron hot and cold.
At times he would twrn out some really
great stuff, and at others, he would be
ruthed and confusing, Thiz is proboebly due
1o the pressure put wpon him. [1's a shame
that @ decent work schedule could not be
s#! wp. John Buscema is handling Conan
now, His first story had me longing for the
great work he did on The Avengers ond
The Silver Surier.

Mike Ploog hos proved to hove the gold-
en touch for selling o book. Monster of
Fronkensteln is still onother odophation,
but it's o good one, It is withowt o doubs,
the most faithful rewerking of the original
story, but onte Maorv Shelleys tole hos
been run through, thay'll be sivck with
anather Man-Thing /Swamp-Thing iype story
line,

The two other Ploog assignments are
Werewell By Might and Maon-Thing. Were-
woll would moke Larry Tolbet sick to his
sfemach, In seven issves, the beast has only
wisn ane fight. He is abways the hented and
never the huenter. Gerry Conway has token
the werewolf ond hos dene nothing with
him. The only thing thot sells the book
has to be the current pepulority of were-
walves and vampires, (Loak for werewalves
to appear soon in Spider-Man ond Captain
America.

Gheost Rider is the mast ridiculaus mag
Morvel hos ever come vp with. IF's anather
man-inte-monster-at-nightfall  story, only
he's not o monster. He's more of o floures-
cent Dr. 5tronge with the Heman Torch's
obility o confrol flome. It opens with
Johnny Blaze {offhond | con think of four
Maorvel charocters who are nomed Jehnny)
offering his soul to the Dewil to save his
best friend. The Devil occepts, but cannot
chaim Johnny's soul becouse his girl, who
walks in on the ceremony and very calmly
orders Soton fo get lost, lowes Johnny and
i+ pure of heort. If you con wnderstond
ond accept that, more pawer 10 you.

Brom Stoker’s immortal vompire, Drocule,
hos survived countless films ond short
stories. Marvel hos now given us onother
version. Temb of Dracela has been develop-
ed in steps by four different writers. Gerry
Conway started the series ond revived the
goad Count. Giving him a human descendant
wha swears to destroy him, Conway con-
fused some of the vampire legends and



Ffoiled te give the stories any otmosphers,
{ Archie Goodwin fook over and developed
! Drocula’s chorocter. He introduced Yon
i Helsing's descendont who is olio dedicoted
;1o destroying vempires. Goodwin pitted
* Drocula against mare modern ways to hunt
i vampires such o3 the shadow of the cross
*protected by high-powered floshlights.

Gardner Fox confinved the chase and
odded o fouching subplot with the Moor-
lands Monster. Fox wisely avoided o fight
between the two creofures, giving vs o
breok from the frantic poce that the stories
had kept up.

Mary Wolfmen added still onother des-
cendent, Quingy Harker iz the son of Jona-
than Horker, Harker fights vampires with
godgets such os o net with gorlic filled
weights ond poisen-tipped wooden darts.
I'm net toa happy with thihs development.
Up 1ill now the fight ogainst Drecula hes
been o battle of wits. The addition of flashy
gimmicks destroys the moed of the story-
lire, Trug, Dracula is now tropped in The
fwentisth century, but fo corry this foo
for would ruin Drocula 0% an evil force. If
Drocula’s legions con be easily dispotched,
then it is only o matfer of time before
Drocube succumbs and that would blow the
whaole series.

Seon, onother wvompireslayer weos in-
treduced. Blade is his nome ond he's o
black wampire hunter who runs around
with wooden knives stropped to his jockel,
He is also immune 1o the bite of the vam-
pire, The whole thing is childish and stupid.
How can anybedy be immune to loss of
blood? Perhops he hos some of Luke Coge's
iran skin an his neck.

This woarking in of charscters and anties
aimed ot younger recders hos deomed many
g cemic, like X-Men, Deadmaen, and Silwer
Serfer. 5tan Lez has often aid that he
wonis 1o uplift the comics medivm fo whare
an expculive would be oble 1o buy o comic
end nat be considered a little odd. Lee had
dona this, by humonizing his heroes, which
wos the bosis for Morvel's erigingl success.
This policy has been followed ever since,
but enly slightly impreved wpan. Twelve
years of the some formulo and its porency
it bound 1o diminish. An exception is Mor-
vel's Here For Hire, and | will get fo Luke
Coge in o moment,

The curse of having fo oppeal 1o younger
regders seems poited over Warleck, Mor-
vil's what-could-have-been series. With all
the super-herses in the warld, Marvel
greated onother Eorth, on the exoct op-
posite side of the sun. The idea is nat o
new one, But it is better than the parallel
Earths that Natienol keeps coming up with.

The High Ewalutionary, whe originally ap-

peared in Ther 134, atfemnpis to create o
better Eorth than the one he was barn on,
This time thouwgh, he plons 1o eliminote
the oggression in man, His plon is thworted
by the Mon-Beast thot he himself created.
The flow of mon emaerges ogain, but the
circumstonces which lead to the super-
heroes and super-villaing of True Eorth hove

been eliminoted. fo inture the rule of the
Man-Beast,

All this was wilnessed by Him, the ultim-
ote baing who wos orfificiolly created in
Fontestic Feur &6-47, whose cocoon was
found by the Evolutionary. He convinces the
Evolutionory not to destroy this new Earth,
to give him a chance at stopping the Man-
Beast ond nurturing the decent spark in
man.

Warleck batiled the Man-Beost omidst
bits of social comment. Mon-Beast was de-
feated, but seems to hove reoppearsd in
the guise of President Rex Corpenter, who,
between poges nine and Ptwenly-seven, of
issue 25 begon to look like the defeated
willain.

The story line i3 more flexible because
it does not have to conform to Earth his-
fary or current events. Decth comes fre-
quently end, of fimes, in great quantify,
os in Ron Goulart's story, “The Day of the
Death Birds”. The plot concerns the occi-
dental octivation of oerial deoth-machines.
With sforiet fuch oz this, Warleck seems
deitined fo be the most imparfont ond
sophisticated comic on the market, but
o3 | soid, there's that domned curse.

Doctor Doom haos alreody been introduced
inta the story, but having him os o crusad-
ing scientist is on interesting ond, so for,
wellhondled twist, However, Reed Richords
gnters the scene os Doom's ossociate. This
in itself is not bod, bul Richards is frons-
formed inte @ sovoge monster colled The
Brute. Hoven't we hed obout! encugh of
this, fellos?

Fimally, | eome ta Hers Fer Hire. OF all
Marvel's new features, this ona is my
fovorite o3 il breaks an old Marval tredi.
tion, which | mentioned earlier. Since the
F.F. went wp in that rocket, Morvel char-
aclers waere homonized by giving them
social prablems and hang-ups. Here For Hire
is different, because Luke Coge is human-
ized by his bockground and his character,
ond this has kept this young series ralling,
despite the inconsistant scripts and arl.

Coge’s chorocter stems from his back-
ground, which started on the strests of
Horlem. He grew up hord, but with a
sense of henor ond loyolty thot showed
when he soved o man who was later to
become his enemy, responsible for the death
of the woman he loved.

Vengeance wos the key te the epening
story, ond even though Coge’s foe Became
o gimmitky dude nomed Diomendbock, the
development of the Hero For Hire business
gave it @ new Tealing, end that feeling was
good,

Coge 15 o mon oniwarable only 1o him-
self. His mercenary use of his powers make
him unique, but despite his power ke is o
sensitive mon capoble of compossion and
pity, both of which ware disployed in Steve
Englehart's story, “Jlingle Bombs”, In in,
a madman tests Cage by pitting him against
a century-old mugger, o disabled and un-
balonced Viet Mom veteran, ond o fuluristic
security officer from 1984, Cage posses the
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madmon's fest ond stops him from setiing
off an atom bomb,

Though & few of the mysteries were a
litile thin, Coge mokes them stond up. The
only fault of the series is the artwork.
It seems o3 if every other story i3 drawn
in a big hurry 3o that more time con be
spent on the next. George Tuska ond Billy
Groham are @ fantastic team, when in top
farm, but Grohom's solo efforts have been
wiok, end having Poul Reinmon ink his
wark in issue & wos o disaster. Groham is
copable of some reolly greot and imoging-
tive illestrating, Hopefully, his odoplation
of one of Howard's eriginal Conan stories
will shew this,

Marvel has intraduced a few other series,
but | have glanced through them at the
newsstands and remoined unimpressed, so
I choote not fo mention them, However, |
hove wondered haw Shanna manages fo
keep her physical attributes tucked info her
scanty leopard skin, bub then, a3 1 looked
over the previews of Morvel covers in
Steronko’s bi-monthly publication, Comix-
scene, | see quite o bit of Teminine cleav-
age. It locks like Marvel has come up with
a much mare adult way 1o sell comics.

This enly shows that the comics medio
is olso offected by frends, but then, that's
whot this forum hes bean obout, in o way.
The trend now seems fo be momaters,
thanks to the change in the comics code,
pulps, ond sword and sorcery, but than,
comics hove olwoy: been bassd on these
concepls, 56, a3 I've said, ir's still the same
old seng. It wouldn't be so bod if some-
thing new ond challenging were done, ond
fhe comics medio, o5 well os ony medio
should alwoys be locking for o waoy 1o
improve upon what it has done ond find out
whaot else it con do. In truth, it should be
pxpected of them.

I howe written this article with the focus
on Marvel, because their work has inspired
me in my own urge to create with both
words and art, things to be both enjoyed
ond, ot times, thought obout. 1

In the sixties they truly did “wsher in
the Marvel Age of Comics™. Unfortunately,
for the most part, they are still in that
sixties oge, while | have moved on to the
sevenliog.

Poul Wishinsky

f’r_H!ll‘: how 1o submit o commant IaTI;:-\q

forum;: ol submissions must be typewrithen,
dowble-spoced an B 172" = 11" white poper.,
Pleose try to keep your respanse relatively
shart (for the sake of your poar ower-
waorked editorl In refurn, we promise fo
diligently reod ond corefully consider each
confribution for inclusien im the FOOM
FORUM. Mail them to: FOOM FORUM/Box
1827 /Wew Yark City/ 100232,

Every iisue, we'll be publishing as many
of your statements on the Ideslism of
Marvel o3 ton be cromemed into the spoce
clonted, 50 keep wotchin' and perhops your
words will ba thowe chesen to inform,

illuminate and educate the farflung Fellpw-
i\!.;h:p of FOOM)
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CRIME FILE WYJA[TITW I INGIF[O[O[T
MO LI EMAIN
SOLUT|0N | IN[HIUMAIN[S]
Webb lied when bhe said he heard Pell |
“jingling his goldpiece in his pocket,” be- IH EID GFHEQE T |
couse there was nothing in Pell’s pockers GA LA c T UIS
for the doubloon to jonmgle ogainst. At S KH U L |_' S
10:45. he entered Pell’s office ond an e =
arguement gnsued which Devlin overheord. -ELIE A c K p A H T H E H
Immediately afterward, Webb killed Pell, DI IABL ﬁ.l
stole the mop, ond rushed down stairs just
before Devlin arrived. Webb knew someons WA T C-I:I--E- H
was coming 1o Pell's office ofter seering the S | |[LIVIEIR 5 L_.l H F E H
gppaintment pod nototion for 11:00. He
suggested they go 1o the office insteod of B, H D G—'—m
wait for Pell in order fo frome the visitor HILJ L K
for murder. It might have worked excep! S U E[MIA H | INEIR
for the presence af the Lub-Mariner,
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One fellowship, 8 MORROW | | F. Clow
Under Stan, 9 OVERLORD | | G. The Porcupine @@@
Irrepairatde, 10 QUASIMODO | | H. Electro
With good fun 11 SCORPIO . Maondarin @ @@
And premiums 12 THONGOR J. Tropster
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15 WINBEODT Submitted by John Harrison

FOOM SUBSCRIPTIONS ! TED STATESONLY

Send to: FOOM SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT
Marvel Comics Box 1827
New York City 10022
I enclase $4.00 for the next B issues of the fantastic
FOOM MAGAZINE, | just can't wait to e what's
coming nexil

FUlTIE

sddress
Citysatelz g Hew Tork residents sdd wakes taw,

IMPFORTAMNTIF Whan T i) Marvel producty, please Lollow
the procedure oullined below, Each bank repiesanis b speecilic
it ctiran te e the CORRECT ane when ondinng the
proiect deired. 11 a3 empadiant that you uie the order blank
hiowe (e o hoto cogry of i) waith &l the blanks Tiled in. Use
wparaie blanky for dilferent products. Prinl of type your
name and sddrest CLEARLY and be sure 1o include your TP
CODE, Unclesr midieisss and rfips can only retull i wour
orchts e st in the mash, Insure yous order by grdng ui
dlear and congae il ermation,

BACK ISSUES UNITED STATES ONLY
Send to; FOOM BACK ISSUES

Marvel Comics Box 1827

New York City 10022
| enclose $1.00 plus .25 postage and handling for
each back issue of FOOM MAGAZINE. | want issue
10 200 30 40 . Get'emtome:
right away, | just gotta see what |'ve been missing.
The suspense is killing me!

pcidrews

crlyrtatelip Mew York reticents aid sales tax,

UNITED STATES ONLY

COMICSAVERS
Send 10: MARVEL COMICSAVERS

Marvel Comics Box 1827

Mew York City 10022
I enclose $2.00 plus .50 and handling for
each set of 3 COMICSAVERS. | want____ sets. Send
‘e today before | dog-ear another comic, drat it!!

Pl
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ity lstatelrip

Mew York reticbents acbd wales fax,
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NEW YORK CITY 10022
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If box is checked, this is your last imsue of FOOM
MAGAZINE. See the resubscription notice inside for
information om how you can continue to receive

FOOM in the future.




