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Around here, FOOM's the word!

That's rightl Since the inception of the
new Marvel Comics Club, the word FOOM
has become o byword around the breath-
fess bullpen. One way or onother, the
Friends Of OF Marvel are making them-
selves felt in almost every comner of
mighty Marvel’s domain.

From our mail room that's just bristling
with your magificent missives, fo Stan's
own office where the top level dacisions are
made (did you say whole wheat or white
bread, Stan?) we've been overwhelmed by
your response.

o o . o e e o L o

ure it means we gotta photograph the
blushin’ artists and writers whose lives we
run on our bullpen bio pages! Of course,
we have to plan out the features and write
the articles, figure out the games, compi
the checklists, collect the news and do a
thousand an’ one other jobs before we get

1 guess we're all just kids at heart be-
cause, like you, we get a big kick out of
creating the crazy characters and sizzling
situations that make you go 1o your local
newsstand month ofter month and sy,
“Make Mine Marvell”

You've asked us for the inside track on
Marvel and this magazine is designed
pressly to fulfill those requests. This sensa-
tional issue features the world's best-sellin
super hero, Spider-Man. For openers, we
spotlight the careers of Spidey’s greatest
s, and follow up with @ blockbust
feature by Martin Greim and Bob Cosgrove
that reveals everything you always wanted
1o know about Spider-Man, but were afraid
1o ask.

For all the collectors and super fans
among you, we've compiled the defini
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spread game is an action-packed strategy
thriller we've named SPIDER-MAN SHOW-
DOWN a mind-twister guaranteed 1o ke
you and a buddy goin’ at it for hours. We
wind up the Spidey stuff with a laff—our
usual silly safire that we promise will do
a minimum of brain damage.
Remember last issue, we hinted ot o
uper-secret development that was com-
9 up and suggested you try fo “salve" it?
No need to keep you in suspanse any
longer! It's another Fabulous Foom First—
an’ it's just for YOUIl

More goodies: while you're dallying,
you'll doubtlessly have the distinction of
discovering that we've dreamed up and
designed o dlubnlvc but delightful _half-
dozen da and devious
deceptions espe u||y for you to deal with,
decipher and dispose of in @ dynamic dis-
play of determined disposition. Dig it again
and double your fun, darn itll

And still more: Foom is For Fans! We've
been trying to develop even more exciting
and special concepts fo which Marvel's
faithful fans can respond. Herewith, we
proudly present the FOOM FAN FORUM,
Marvel's first official open end forum
where YOU ond the Far-Flung Fellowship
can debate in print the philosophy of the
No. 1 comics company in the business.

Contest news! After months of sub-
missions on our super character contest,
we have o winner. The ultimate sel
was made impartially by Smilin’ Stan him-
self, giving each and every entry o chance
fo be the chosen one. We announce the
winner this issue, showcase o sampling of
entries, and list the names of scores of
budding artists and writers—their names
inscribed forever on the Sacred Scrolls of

Foom!

(Note: Just for the thrill of it, we didn't {
notify the winner by mail-we're gonna let +
him read it here first, so he can give us his
way-out reaction riqhv oﬂ the topl Is that a
scream we just hea i

Fabulous mmln nn- farout phrases |
decorating the margins of every Foom Mag) -
arrived in our mailbox by the hundreds—a I
hearty Yancy Streat cheer fo ol of you who
sent in one or a dozen Foom Funniss. A ¥
special fip of the Marvel hat and an extra
noisy Fabulous Foom Fanfare 1o Jes Garner
of Albany, Georgia, who submitted no less

in his own words, enough to fill our maga-
zine for three consecutive years)iil Joe,
for your a
call of duty,

exclusively publishing just your Foomies in
a future issue and bestow on you the very
first honorary Fickle Finger of Foom award.
Whewl—we were exhousted just reading

em'l

Have you seen the Spider-Man Medallion
Coin yet? It's about the handsomest thing
we've seen since Irv Forbush gat his nails
manicured. Remember how we gave you a
chance to get the low serial numbers before
Marvel's general readership? Wall, here's
some advance info on the series: the second
coin will feature none other than ol* green-
skin himself—The Hulk! More details later!l

Requests have come in by the hundreds
for a new st of Marvel posters—so, we've
created o fabulous new package fust for
you. For our greatest premium offer yet,
we've selected for publication an even
dozen of our finest comic covers, each rep-
resenting one of Marvel’s super stars. You

‘em

over,
we've come up with @ new one for you fo
work on, Feom Limericks. The best sub-
missions (typed double-spaced please) will
be printed here for the whole of Foomdom
to enjoy
clared @ winner—and fame will be its own
reward. (Who says this isn't the Marvel
Age of thriftiness?) Here's an example fo
get you started:

When Dracula and company uni

In the cold and the dead of the night,

With bone-chilling fear,

You'll undoubtedly hear,

Someone say, “May | have this bit

Or how about:

Bold Conan of ancient Hyboria,
Lived in i euphora.
When aski
How he sayed in the pink,

His answer was Fletcher’s castoria.
That's the wrap-up for this issuel Our
next will be a complete change of pace
featuring o galoxy of Marvel’s most out-
standing characters—with a twist. We quar-
antee you're attention will be rivited to
the pages. Until next time then, take care.
STERANKO
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Johnny Romita is, as everyone knows,
the mon who has been the Spider-Man
artist for the post several years. Born on
Janvary 24, 1930, John took his early
training in the High School of Industrial
Art in New York City ond was hired by
Stan Lee in 1950 o illustrate mystery, war,
romance, jungle, crime and western stories
addition to Coptain America during his
ies adventures. Two years of painting
posters in the army and an
with various other outfits, were the only
interruptions in John's Marvel comic career.

In 1965, he teamed with Stan Lee again
on the Daredevil book, soon taking over
Spider-Man's adventures, with occassional
assists by John Buscema, Don Heck, Mike
Esposito, Jim Mooney and others. Through
the ensuing years, John has lent his falents
to such strips as the Hulk and Coptain
America, @ multitude of Marvel Comics
covers and done hundreds of touch-up jobs
on original art work. Currently, John is
resident art director of Marvel's blushin’
bullpen. John has a wife named Virginia
and two children, one named Vic, the other,
John, Jr., who has already made a sort of
minor comics breakthrough by helping his
Dad come up occasionally with a villain or
two.

1.
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Gil Kane's contribution to the Spider-
Man saga has been considerable in the
lost few years. He must be credited for
some of the most memorable and exciting
tales ever, and has been responsible for @
spectacular approach fo a number of the
great milestones in Spidey’s life.

Gil is one of the men who has been
involved with comics since their early days
ond has odmittedly worked for almost
every major comic company in the business.
During the 60's ot Marvel, Kane has lent

his individualistic style to Captain Marvel,
as wall as a number of short fales for such
titles os The Hulk, Captain America, Conan
and mystery anthology books and dozens
upon dozens of comic book covers.

Spider-Man seems o have engaged a
considerable amount of Kane's falents as
he continually draws the web-slingers’ ex-
ploits _either in Spidey’s own book or in
Marvel Team-Up, where the wonderful
wall-crawler fights side by side with some
of the greats of the Marvel line-up.

3

If you pay real close atfention fo the
credits on the Spider-Man strip, you may
notice the name Frank Giacoia popping up
fairly frequently.

Frank, has been in the comics business
since 1941 and has lent his talented pencil
and brush to literally hundreds of different
characters throughout the years. Migrating
from Italy in 1932, Giocola decided on
comics career soon after s opy of
a Big Little Book titled “Flash Gordon on
Planet Mongo.” He began working at
ely (Marvel in the 1940s) on s
ke Jock Frost and Captain Wonder,
coming a constant contributor fo the com-
ics world ever since. After pausing for on
h the Marines during WWII,
shed himself os a top comic

fties, Frank turned

such as Sherlock Holmes and Johnny Reb.
When the Marvel Age of the sixties boom-
ed, Frank returned. Virtually every char-
acter ot Marvel has been graced with his
bold and dynamic brushwork since then
ond it oppears as if the trend will con-
tinue fot @ long time to come.
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MICHAEL A.
BARREIRO
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where and when your winning super villain
will_appear in one of our swingin' magsl A
special thanks 1o all members who showed off
their skill and talent by entering our contest.
nother sampling of submissions can
found on the following pages, selected
especially for their qualities of reproduction.
Foom Forever!

In the first fabulous issue of FOOM, we
initiated the Marvel Character Contest, which
Ll i e Contes vl
submit an idea for a hero or villain to be

( ! ;< T o e o o
i e o ey et e

sketches of heroes and villains—exciting
sketches, clever sketches, original sketches—
no two alik f

alike, every one different, and every

one good encugh 10 be chosen the winner of
our big character contest—well, | knew our
reputation was really well deserved. Yep, it

burgh, Pa. was the lucky entry pulled from
our bulgin' mailbags. But, we were so im.
pressed by all the submissions that we just

had 1o list over one hundred HONORABLE

< L NN T e i

takes a special breed of genius to be a frantic
Foomer! fo
After more than six months worth of
0 give eac! chan

out

hallowed

submission

printed for Foomers everywhere to exalt!
And,

Anyway, we'll use the winning ch:
in an upcoming Marvel
Mike will rective a
artwork from the strip in which his character
appears! As for the rest o
there was a lot of talent in the riotous ranks Your
of Foomdom-—but when | saw the giant-sized, the
overstulfed mailbags, bulging with sensational

e
issue, the name o

n more than that, those very

ranks of Fool

all thase picture:

Hang_lo
greatest! Excelsi

your sizzling support, ye
interest, and your endless enthusiasm. Be:

sl

be forever inscribed within the
Marvel Vault of Valor!
And now, on behalf of the everswelling

new star gleaming
And, be-
cause of you, | got eyestrain from looking at

se, heroes—to us you're the

sexiesT nTnies
Vs Carry

SuALLEST EnTRIES

same

STAN













Hold it right there, 1 As o
member in good standing of the organ.
ization the world has come 1o know as
FOOM, you are about fo become an im-

special Secret Society that
s fime. o0 be kg by the €ode
name CIPHER| How will being a privi-

ed member of this super secret

Each month o special TOP PRIORITY

page of every Marvel magazine—YET
ONLY YOU WILL BE ABLE TO READ m
The message, containing advance in
formation about the We rm o Muml

fely lled CIPRER The
solution 1o the coded message will re-
main o mystery 1o the remainder of
the comic buying public—the secret is
for your eyes only, 50 guard it care
fully! The Spider-Man Code will be en
forced for the next three months only,
until the next issue of FOOM oppears
with a new code (fo confound our
enemies and the competition). Take

a look ot the card in my hand! It
looks like just another of our
word seorch puzzles (even though
there ore about a dozen artists
and writers' names hi

the letters), but it is really
THE KEY 10’ the first set of
cryptographic messages. Now
1o solve the secret of the
specil code, hald this
poge up 10 @ mirror and
ead the copy below

—avodo T33H2 300) JAIDIFR srt o vemod adt ood blod &
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owt srit nsswiad enil trpiovtz o ni browrol
8boa wan o Yo noitomio} st ni tluze bluorz s1ubsdorq 2idT .2adzob bey
ni tadorlglo art 1o 21attel srt stivw ,txaW .21sttsl 2 piniotnod soupe
mont gniop 2310upz slttil ardt nidtiw (Y stonimils tud)  of A mort 1sbio
at Il litnu nmulos sl sdt tiw pninniped wor dans ni mottod of got
2i Y ,bod 2ift ni .Y pnizzim st tuodo ymow t'noQ) .bsllit s10 2s10up2
stutitzduz ylgmiz—sbod srit To 191392 adt svord voy wold (Sdud svela—Y
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FAR-OUT
FANFARE

AND
INFODMATION!

Well Foomers, the results are inl After
much checking ond counting, and many
long hours spent with an adding machine
and a pencil, the word was released o
little while ago that Marvel is now the
best-selling comics company in the business.
The news delighted and encouraged every-
one at the Bullpen, but any celebration
was cut short due to the very work load
that helped to make Marvel Number One.
Congratulations are in order though, fo the

ists, writers and production
people that have contributed to the achieve-
ment of this well-deserved honor.

Just as Marvel is the King of Comics hers

In America, they are similarly overwhelm-
ing the isle of Great Britain in a deluge
of crazy, cavorting, costumed characte
A third weekly magazine has been added
1o the English line-up and the early sixties
adventures of the Hulk, Spider-Man, the
Fantastic Four, The Avengers ond others
are thrilling the public over there just os
they did hera in the U.S. Encouraged by the
enthusiastic acceptance of the Marvel phil-
osophy in England, Stan ond the bullpen
are beginning fo eye the rest of Europe
as a possible outlet for more Marvel Mad-
ness. Who knows? Today England, fo-
morrow . . .

For the time being, dua primarily to the

tremendous amount of work required of
them, the large black and white monster
books are going onto @ quarterly schedule
and Savage Tales is fo be suspended affer
its third issue until the sales returns on
its 1973 reincarnation come in. The Conan
story, by Neol Adams, planned for issue
four of Savage Tales will be printed in the
color Conan comic in a few months,
soon as Roy can figure out a way to weave
t into the fabric of the Conan legend he
is currently building.

0f all the black and white books, Crazy
seems fo be the most enthusiastically re-
ceived on the newsstand and will probably
be reinstated 1o its bi-monthly basis in the

near future. Some of the features coming
up in this madeap humor book from Marvel
are spoofs on the latest James Bond movie,
titled “Live and Let Spy” by Stu Schwartz-
burg, Roy Thomas, John Buscema and the
Crusty Bunkers, and “McClowns" by Marv
Wolfman and Neal Adams. Other features
coming up will be Bob Foster's “Moosipa-
famia,” Kelly Freas, “Cockeyed Canvas
parodies of famous paintings, beginning
with the famous Dali melting watches ,
s,
a take-off of the monster caption picture
books and an article called “Features We'd
Be Crazy fo Print.”

Steve Skeates is gaing fo be doing work
for Crazy in the future and has already
presented Marvel with movie parodies on
High Plaines Drifter, The Last Tam
Paris ond Seylent Green. Other Skeates
productions for Crazy include the *
Nostalgia Paraphernalia Catalogue"’, illus-
trated by Larry Hama and Ralph Reese.

The current adventures of the color
Conan in  land resembling medieval China
will end in issue 34 and the Cimmerian
will be plunged into o desert setting for the
adoptation of the fale “Fire of Ashurbani-
ol John Buscema is once again doing
complete pencils for the strip so that inker

8

Emie Chua can take a little more time on «
each job—and because Big John enjoys §
drawing the Conan exploits.

Mike Ploog and Steve Englehart havi
theills aplenty planned for the now de- .
throned Kull the Destroyer, and will be put- §
ting him through his paces in the upcaming

months. In issue 12, Brule the Spear Slayer
is attacked by Kull's sorcerous neme:
Thulsa Doom. Doom, it seems, is on  hi
way 10 join one of the concubines tha
populate the strip to mest o witch who
will create o demon fo destroy Kull. i
Mike Ploog is returning to illustrate the
adventures of Marvel’s hairy hero, Were-
by Night. Marv Wolfman is writing
the eerie tales and together they produce
some of the most unusual stories ever. In
issue 13, @ mysterious sorcerer named
Taboo coptures the werewolf and fries to
get ahold of the mystic book of sins, “Dark-
hold." It seems that Taboo has been search-
ing for the book for over 20 years, ever
since Jack Russell's father first stole it to
keep the sorceror from turning his son
into a monster with powers even greater
than his own. The villain is ssisted in his
evil plans by a familiar, or person from
which he draws his powsr, named Topaz.
Unfortunately for everybody, Darkhold has

been
vi

wolf. In issue 14, the monster is defeated.
Jock Russell learns something startling
about his step-father and in the closing
panels decides 10 go to his ancestral home
fo learn about his real father.

Issue 16 of the Dracula color comic offers
o weird mystery tale in which a skeleton
walks the night when his grave is disturbed
by a wealthy, dying man. The skeleton and
Dracula provide the bizarre mood and the
reasoning for prowling the dark, fog-laden
streets of London. In Dracula 17, the vam-
pire is stricken with a curious predicament
os he must venture once again to Transyl-




= vonia fo restock on his “native sail” so

{ that he can peacefully rest when the sun
> is shining. way, he “kills" Blade,
§ tokes the Eurorail Express and has o

{ curious encounter with a couple who are

carrying @ strange-looking box. Watch
¥ elosely and you might even glimpse o
comeo oppearance by Jack Russell, a.k.o.
Waerewolf by Night.

Once back in Transylvania, Dracula has
o two-part conflict with the Werewolf and
then gets himself lost in the i

strip fo

Friedrich beginning with issue
169. Ste :

has  plotte Cop's

adventures in advance however, so the
character will continue fo follow the Engle-
hart master plan for o few more issues. A

h

the imprisonment of Captain America for
murder. The Falcon, meanwhile, is going
1o be flown to Wakanda to meet with the

Alps in the middle of a blizzard with
Rochel van Helsing. Dracula will then make
on oppearence in issues 8 and 9 of the
Frankenstein book, as the poor monster
stumbles over the sleeping vampire and o
battle royale takes place in the fale written
by Gary Friedrich and illustrated by John
Buscema and John Verporten. An inferest-
ing development will occur in the Franken-
stein character then, os he loses the ability
to speak and can only utter animaklike
grunts.

Back in the super hero line of books,
Spider-Man is soon going o have his hands
full with o couple of new villains called
the Punisher and the Jackal. The Punisher
is patterned cfter the one-man, vigilante
“Mafia-buster” books that are currently

's trail with
destroying

popular. He is set on S
the idealistic thought that hi
a public menace.

Dr. Doom is returning in a 2 or 3 part
tale 1o battle the Fantastic Four for the
first time in @ couple of years. Doom plans
to use o powerful vibrobomb fo bring
Leveryone under his power and is foiled
¥ thanks 1o the appearence of Darkoth. Up-
§ coming plans for the F include
fthe resolution of Sue Richards’ marital
j problems and an adventure in which the
+ Sub-Mariner plays a vital role in the future
;of the EF.

I Stave Englehart will be turning over con-
}trol of the writing of the Captain America

Black Panther in the hopes of becoming
as his led part-

nes

Steve and Bob Brown are going to turn
the 119th Avengers book into what seems
10 be the annual Rutland Halloween Parade

issue. This year it is the Collector who is
the villain and he unleashes many of his
prize “collection pieces” in an effort to
confuse and capture our intrepid heroes.
Loki becomes involved and in the excite-
ment is driven mad and left behind in the
care of poor Tom Fagan, who seems to
get stuck in the end just about every year.

After their brief sojourn in Vermont, the
Avengers return 1o find that the menace
of Zodiae has returned with a machine
designed 1o kill everyone born under any
given zodiacal sign. This marks the begin-
ning of another marathan Avengers' fale
stemming from the astrologically-oriented
organization of super-criminals

Thor and his fellow Asgardians will be
finishing their Black Star series of adven-
tures with issue 220 in an allout battle
with Kragonn and Dracus, the two rulers
of the planet Rhun. Author Gerry Conway
promises o starfling climax and o lead-in
to the next 2 or 3 fales in which Thor
be pitted against the mighty Olympian,
Hercules.

Iron Man will wrap up his Dr. Spectrum
story in issue 66 with an assist from his
guest-stor, Thor, Eddie March is forced to
substitute for Iron Man in part of the story
and is almost killed. And as if that weren't

enough, Tony Stark notices the first signs
of new heart trou

Issue 68 of the Savage Sub-Mariner finds
Namor once again returning home 1o the
fabled city of Atlantis, only fo find his
people suffering from the effects of o
powerful nerve-gos. While the Atlantean
sciontists look for the cure to the gas,
Subby sets out o find a force field to pro-
tect his people and his ci does
return, Namor finds Atlntis in suspend
animation -and, as Marv Wolfman  fokes
over the writing of this strip, spends the
next year or 5o in search of o cure, alone
and angry_at mankind once again.

Ka-Zar, Zabu, the Savage Land, Malgato,
Paul R Royer are all in-
volved in the first issue of Ka-Zar's new
book. Mi rich handles the wrifin
on this premi t
learn of the origin of the Savage Lan
people and of the bizarre millenni
val sacrifices, in which Ka-Zar is fo be
the next victim.

The first issua of Man-Thing will feature
a story fitled “1, 2, 3, 4,1t All Falls
Down,” by Steve Gerber and Val Mayerik
concluding the tale begun in Fear 18, Man-
9, Jennifer and DaKimh journey fo the
lds of Therea to battle for the

tale, and for the fi

palace of the gods while the Nether-Spawn
makes a return appearence. The second
issue of Man-Thing will spotlight o tale
called “Nowhere 1o go but Down,” in which
elong loser plays an important role. A
female refugee from @ motoreycle gang
makes her aftractive presence known fo
the Thing while a number of trops lie in
wait, courtesy of @ Mr. F. A. Schist.
Daredevil will be finishing up an old
battle in the September issue as he has it
out with Terrex, while Angar finally begins
1o reveal the good side of himself.
Marvel Premiers 13 will deal with th
second of three parts of a story in which
Mordo and Doctor Strange journey info the

i
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post to find Cogliostro, the ancient wizard.
Cagliostro, it turns out, is really @ scientist
from the distant future on his way back in
fime to be present at the creation of the
heavens and the earth, thus establishing
himself as God. Frank Brunner handles the

Two-In-One,
featuring the Thing, will pit the blushing,
ski powerhouse against  the
slippery, slimy Man-Thing. It seems as
though bashful, blue-eyes wants to punch
out the swomp creature for stealing his
name, when the son of Molecule Man op-
pears and attacks them both. Steve Gerber
wrote this one and Gil Kane drew if, the
tite is, believe it or not, “Strange Things
are Happeni
Fear number 20 by Mike Friedrich and
Poul Gulacy will restate the origin of Mor-
bivs and introduce us to a Demon-P;
who tokes control over the scientifi

e~ s
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mission.
Roy Thomas will
the writing chores
Hulk and plans to
tales that will bring back some of the
great villains of the past. One of the first
s done by Roy will feature the Abomi-
nation. The Rhino and the Juggernaut. Next
will come the Cobalt Man in a newly-
m.gm costume, affer which Roy is con-

ng the idea of doing a guest shot of
the Halk in the land af the Inhumans as &
sequel of sorts to the king-sized block-
buster tale that eppeared in the Hulk An-
nval 1

Don McGregor's War of the Worlds se
in Amazing Adventures seems 1o be faring
quite well as Killraven and his band of Free-
men continua 1o do their best to thwart the
aims of the invading Martians. In issue 22,
our hero journeys to Washington D.C. when
Carmilla Frost tells him that the Martians
have made their command post in what

used 1o be the White House. On their way
down, however, Killraven and the Fr
are waylaid by a band of mutants who are
part of a group of slave raiders led by o
cavalier-type of character named Sabre.
They also encounter Mint Julip, a female of
undisclosed loyalties who helps them to in-
vade the Lincoln Memorial. In issue 23,
Killraven is coptured, staked out in the

catacombs under the White House and left

=2z MARVEL COMICS GROUP. |%
] g ot

as live food for the hordes of blood-crazed
rats led by o new villain named Rattack.
The execution is to be witnessed by all
the people on earth by way of a futuristic
called a Mural-Phon-
ics System, a d that can transmit
images and sound directly upon an in-
dividual's b

o
ing up a storm in the tale “Malice
son Moonlight” in which the Black
Ponthar faces the cituol tests that he must

undargo 1o become the chief of all the |
Wakandos. At the same fime, o beoutiful ¢
villainess named Malice invades the palace
in an attempt fo free Venom from Central
Wakanda. Issue 9 will find Gil Kane handl- 3
ing the art chores os the Panthar fights |
his woy fo an ominous burial site and &
meats Baron Macabre, o black skeletal fig- §
ure who is the Spectral Ambassador of the
Dork Beyond, a land presided over by
King Cadaver, and served by grofesque
figures risen from the grave. There is also
@ murder mystery in this issue as Monica
1l the clues are provided
1

his first villain, he has chosen the highly
popular Xemnu (the original Hulk), and will
feature the hairy monstrosity in a tale in
which the monster returns once again in
an effort to repopulate his planat titled
“The Titan Strikes Back.”

ARVEL COMICS GRC
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Issves 13 and 14 of the Defenders will
mark an encounter with the Squadron
Sinister. In_this two-part story, Hyperion
sells the planet Earth (for an exorbitant
price) 1o a character named Nebulon, The
Celestial Man.

Len promises to have o few surprises in
store for us concerning upeoming Luke
age—Powerman tales, but he did reveel
that an encounter with in called
Steeplejack is in the offing, and that Cage
will begin efforts to clear his post of the
prison_record that haunts him. Another
girl will enter the strip in the near future
ond there will be o closh with o new
nemesis named Cotfenmouth. I

in the Spider-Man Team-Up book, there
will be a number of curious things hoppen-
ing, the most curious an issue with:
out Spider-Man. Issue 18 will team the|
Human Torch with the Hulk as an experi-
aant I oodiance awareness 561 rombel
19 will return the web-spinning wonder tol




§ his home away from home.

i KaZor will be Spidey’s partner when he
§ returns and the adventure will take ploce
} in the Savage Land, as drawn by Gil Kane.
1 Gil is quite enthusiastic about “lost world”
{ stories and is reportedly putting all he's
; got into this tale full of dinosaurs, lizards,

beast-men and o character named Stegron
the Dinosaur Man, replete with scaled
plates on his back and o spiked tail.
! In future issues of Marvel Team-Up, Len
‘mlu like 1o guest star such Marvel greats
as; Hawkeys, th efend-
or; Len's own creation, Brother-Voadao; The
Son of Satan and the star of the new
book, Master of KungFu, Shang-Chi
Coptsin Marvel's adventures, under the
direction of Jim Starlin, will be taking on
@ new, broader look in the future, as the
Cosmic Cube comes into prominance and
the Coptain gains a type of cosmic aware-
ness, supplementing o genera
power. Character devel

90al, and the introduction of Moon Dragon
(from DD) will help to balance the romantic
aspects of the strip.

Some of the other developments con-
cerning the Captain Marvel book will in-
clude the battle between the Captain,

Thanos, Iron Man and the Destroyer, the
unmasking of Death, o new concept in God,
Coptain Marvel’s battle against the uni-
verse, and an alien invasion of the earth,

ssve 32, Jim will turn the writing end of
the strip over fo Steve Englehart and begin
o approoch the Kree warrior’s adventures
in a new way, using short vignettes fo
bring fost-paced excitement and high ten-
sion fo the stories as the characters con-
tinue 1o develop and grow.

the background of the Captain Marvel strip
is developing info o feature for one of
Marvel's large monster books in the near

We don't want 1o give away all the
on this one, but we can tell you
that Death is responsible for ke
balance between the forces that be, and

the

ing comics concerns their experiment in the
field of Martial Arts with The Hands of

Shang-Chi, Master of Kung-Fu. Written by

mmcnoun

Steve Englehart and illustrated by Jim
Starlin and Al Milgrom, this Kung-
brainchild of both Steve and Jim, with
inspiration from Sax Rhomer's Fu-Manchu
novels and some urging by Roy Thomas.
1t was originally Roy's infention fo put
out a book entitled Fu-Manchy, adapting
the novels and making full use of the
villainous Oriental character. Jim, St
and Roy on the other hand olso wanted to
engage in the type of hard-hitting action
1 1 Merval's rademark. The reulr was

13

the introduction of Shang-Chi as the son

of Fu-Manchu, who, by being pitted against

his father’s evil ways, provides the con-

tinual conflict that will pervade the stories.
i F

i
he is confronted by
N

father's past and, for the first time, makes
him aware of his father’s crimes, he leaves
. Confronting his mother
Shang is
dumbfounded 1o hear her confirm Smith's
story ond sets nH 1o have it out with Fu,

me Sum

[P ——

escaped threatening
son, should their nnlhs ever cross again.
In the next tale, Shang acquires a cos-
tume of sorts and engages in con
a weird shadowy nemesis. In the following

story, Nayland Smith returns in o sinister
Houie of death with o smal tosk.force,
bent upon avenging Petrie’s death and
ridding the world of Fu-Manchu.

Although originally intended as a period
the confemporary success of the
popolar Martiol Arts fims was chosen os
a means with which the reader could more
easily identify.

Storlin will be handling the art on this
latest Marvel blockbuster unfil it gets

going, then plans to just do the layouts
so that he can devote more fime o his

Jim is busily out doing research and toking
photographs of houses and places of in-
terast that will eventually find a place in
the Kung-Fu book (he's such a stickler for
realism).

Don't forget to watch the bullpen pages
for the fobulous Foom secret code and
keep on buying Marvel the first and the
best.
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1 He made the change from super special
effects man to super villain!
2 The eight-armed enemy of the law!
3 He's made @ monkey of Spidey more than oncel
4 A real snake in the gross!
5 A shocking super villain!
6 Always gives Spidey a real pasting!
7 Villain with an insatiable thirst for blood!
8 The ruthless bounder from down under!
9 The road to crime was right down his olley!
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Look out, Marvelife—‘cause in the next few seconds, you're
gonna try your luck at being o super good guy or a super
bad guy in this new action-strategy thriller game we call
SPIDER-MAN SHOWDOWN. Here's your chance to give
your friendly neighborhood wall-crawler a helping
hand against the forces of evil—or else be o rogue
and show the world how to clobber ol’ web-head!
SPIDER-MAN SHOWDOWN is o game ployed by two
opponents, each with four markers. Flip a coin

1o decide who's on what side and get set for your
first encounter. Consider the four markers

against Spidey as a quartet of TOUGH LOOKIN'
MUGS (pennies, dimes or buttons will do).

Think of the four markers on Spidey’s side

as o hondful of SPIDER SIGNAL-TRACERS

(red buttons are fun). Line up the markers,
alternating one for each player, any-

where along the outside circle of webbing

(s'uy inside the dark purple—the blue

red oreas ore out of bounds).

Ihe object of the game is to line
up o set of four markers pointing
toward the Spidey-signal in the game
board's center. Both players try fo line
up their pieces by moving each one
space at o time in ony direction.
Jumping over your own or your
opponent’s morkers is permitted
(even encouraged). If all the Spider
Tracers form a row first, they win—
by pointing Spider-Man on o path
straight to the criminal’s lair. If the
opposition’s markers line up, they've
successfully tracked Spidey to his
hideaway and cought him with his
webs down. That's how it's done—
now plot, scheme ond maneuver to
confound and confuse the enemy
while working your markers into o
straight line, but remember to KEEP
YOUR OPPONENT FROM FORMING
HIS by blocking his line with
your pieces. O K, pilgrim! You know
the rules and are ready 1o go forth, hold-

ing high the banner of Marvel in the

grandest manner, prepared to fight for

Aunt May, apple pie, Mary Jane and

4 the American way! Excelsior!!
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AMAZING FANTASY
NUMBER DATE TITLE
15 8/62 Spider-Man

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN
NUMBER DATE nlu:
3

1 /63 Spide
St e e vs. The Charn
5/63 Duel To The Death With e Vulure
The Uncanny Threat Of The Terrible Thinker
3 /6: Doctor Octopus
1 /6: Nothing Can Stop The San
s 10/6 Marked For Desiructon B)‘ Do(lor Doom
6 11/6 Face-To-Face With The Liz
7 12/6: The Rerurn Of The Ve
8 164 The Terrible Threat OF The Living Brain
Spder-Man Tackles The Torch
9 2/64 i Called Elect
10 3/64 m o orcers
1l /64 urning Poi
12 /64 Ummuktd 5,» Doctor Octopus
3 /64 ce Of Alzf
14 /64 The Grotesque Advenise Of The Green Goblin
15 /64 raven, e
16 /64 Duel With Daredevil
17 10/64 The Return Of The Green Goblin
18 11/64 ider-Me
19 12/ Spidey Strikes Back
20 1 Coming Of The Scorpion
2 / Where Flies The Beetle
2 / The Clown And His Masters Of Menace
23 / The Goblin And The Gany
2% / Spider-Man
25 / Captured By J. Jonah Jam
% i ‘Man In The Crime Master's Mask
n 8/65 Bring Back My Goblin To Me
2% 9/65 The Menace Of The Molten Man
29 10/65 Never Step On A Scorpion
0 11765 The Claws Of The Car
3 12/65 {1s 8 ity Destley
2 1766 Man On A Rampas
n 2/66 The Final Chapter
3 3/66 The Thrill Of The Hunt
35 The Molten Man Regrets
3 When Falls The Meteor
¥ Once Upon A Time There Was A Robot
3 Just A Guy Named Joe
3 How Green Was My Gobiin
40 Spidey Saves The Da
a1 The foms Of The Rhino
a2 The Birth Of A Super-Hero
4 Rhino On The Rar
4 When Crawls The Lizard
45 Spidey Smashes Out
46 e Sinister Shocker
a7 in jands Of The Hunter
48 The Wings Of The Vulture
9 om The Depiks O Defeat
50 Spider-Man No Mo
3 In The Cliiches Of The Kingpin
5 Enter: Dr. Octopus
5 The Tentacles And The Trap
55 Doc Ock Wins
56 Disaster
5 The Coming Of Ka-Zar
8 To Kill A Spider-Man
59 The Brand Of The Brainwasher
0 0. Bier Victory
61 What A Tangled Web We Weave

Make Way For Medusa

WRITER
Stan Lee
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Stan
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Stan Lee
Steve Dilkn
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Steve Bitko
Stan Lee
Stan Lee/
Steve Ditko
Stan Lee,
Steve Ditko
Stan Lee
Steve Ditko
Stan
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tan Lee/
Steve Ditko

Stan Lee/
Steve Ditko
Stan Lee

PENCILS
Steve Ditko
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Steve Ditko
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Steve Ditko
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Steve Ditko
Steve Ditko
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John Romita

n Hecl
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Don Heck

John Romita/
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John Romita/
Don Heck

INKS
Steve Ditko
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THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN

63 B8/68 Wings In The Night
L) 9/68 The Vulture's Prey
65 10/68 The Impossible Escape
6 1n/es The Madness Of Mysterio
67 12/68 To Squash A Spider
] 1169 Crisis On The Campus
® 2/69 Mission: Crush The Kingpin
ki 3/69 Spider-Man Wanied
7 46 The Speedster And The Spider
n 5/69 Rocked By The Shocker
n 6/69 The Web Closes
4 7/69 If This Be Bedlam
i 8/69 Death Without Warning
7 9/69 The Lizard Lives
i 10/69 In The Blaze Of Batile
n 1769 The Night Of The Prowler
” 12/69 To Prowl No More
0 170 On The Trail Of The Chameleon
5 270 The Coming Of The Kangaroo
» 370 And Then Came Electro
B 470 er
5/70 The Kingpin Strikes Back
8 670 The Secret Of The Schemer
86 70 Beware The Black Widow
i 870 Unmasked At Last
88 9/70 17|f Arnu Of Doctor Octopus
10/70 ck Lives
0 11/70 At Dewth Shail Come
9l 12/70 To Smash The Spider
2 ymn ceman Attacks
9 27 The Lady And The Prowler
% 37 On The Wings Of Death
95 47 Trap For A Terrorist
9% 5/ Ind Now,
97 6/71 In The Grip The Goblin
% 771 The Goblin's Last
% 871 A Day In The Life
100 9/7 Spider Or The Man?
o1 10/71 A Monster Caled Morbius
102 mn Vampire At La

103 1271 Rtk In The Savege Land

104 yn The Beauy Amtnnpmu

105 2n The Spider Slay

106 yn Squash Goes The Spider

107 4yn Spidey Smashes Through

108 sim Vengeance From Vietnam

109 6 Enter: Dr. Strange

1o umn The Birth Of The Gibbon

m 8n To Stalk A Spider

n 9In Spidey Cops Out

3 10/72 They Call The Doctor: Octopus
‘ 1 nm Who The Heck Is Hammerhead

Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee

Stan Lee
Stan Lee

Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee

Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee

Stan Lee/
John Romita
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Stan Lee
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im Mooney
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im Mooney
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ol
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im Mooney
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John Romita
John Romita
John Romita
John Romita
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John Romita

John Romita

Mike Esposito
Mike Esposito
Jim Mooney

Mike Esposito

Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney

Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney

Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
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Jim Mooney

Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney
Mike E.pmm
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ohn Romita/
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THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN

s 12/ The Last Battle
16 ) Suddenly, The Smasher

u > The Deadly Designs Of The Disrupter
s 3y Countdown To Chaos

19 4mn The Gentleman's Name Is Hulk

120 /73 The Fight And The Fury

121 673 The Night Gwen Stacy Died

2] umn The Goblin's Last Stand

[t 873 Just A Man Named Cage

124 9m The Mark Of The Man-Wolf

125 10/73 Wolfhunt

THE SPECTACULAR stEn MAN
NlJern DATE

/68 u Thu Monster
In The Beginning
2 1768 Th Goblis tives

THE AMAZING srlnzn MAN (ANNUAL)
NHM!I:R
wu e
The Seeren u/ Spider-Mar
How Stan Lee And Sreve Ditko Gredie Spider-Man
2 1965 The Wondrous World of Dr. Strar
er-Man" (rom Spider-Man #

Gerry Conway
Gerry Conway
Gerry Conway

Gerry Conway

Gerry Conway
Gerry Conway

Gerry Conway
Gerry Conway.
Gerry Conway
Gerry Conway
Gerry Conway

WRITER
Stan Lee
Stan Lee
Stan Lee

WRITER

Stan Lee

I)
v Threat Of The Terrible Thinker” (from Spider-Man #2)
“Marked For Deseracion By Dr. Doom” rom Spider-Man 25)
r

John Romita

John Romita
Gil Kane/
Paul Reinman
Gil Kane
Gil Kane
Gil Kane/
John Romita
Gil Kane

Ross Andru

PENCILS
John Romita

John Romita
PENCILS
Steve Ditko

Steve Ditko

John Romita/
Don Heck

Larry Licber
Larry Licher
Larry Lieber

3 11/66 To Become An Avenge: n Lee
Turning Polnt” from Spider-Man #11)
ed By Dr. Ociopus” from Spder-Man #12)

4 /67 The b nd The Flom Stan Lee

The Coffee Bean Barn Stan Lee
s 11768 The Parents Of Peter Parker tan Lee,

John Romita
6 1769 “The Sinister Six” from Spider, Man Annual #1)
“The Fabulous Famtasic Four Meet Spider-Man® o Fauaste Fous Annual #1)

aby
“Spider-Man Tackles The Torch” (from Spider-
7 12/70 Spider-Man vs. The Chameleon” (from pm».M v al)

ar )
“Duel To Death With The Vulture® (from Spider-Man 12)
)

“Just A Guy Named Joe” (from Spider-Man 34
] 12/71 The Stnister Shocker” (fram Spider-Man #45
The Trail Of Spi

-Man” (from Tales T.- Astonish #57)

idn b Nt More o it

MARVEL SUPERHEROS
NUMBER  DATE TITLE
14 5/68 The Reprehensible Riddle Of The Sorcerer

MARVEL TEAM-UP (eo—sllnlnl Spider-Man)
TE

NUMBER
1 3 mm‘l Yourself A Sandman Litrle Christmas (with Human
2 s And Spidey Makes Four (with Human Torch)

3 772 Power To Purge (with Human Torch)

4 9/72 o Then, The X-Men (with The X-Ale en)

s nwn 4 Passion Of The Mind (with The Vision,

6 173 s Those Who Will Not See (with the rmm

7 373 X nen In Time,(with Thor)

8 473 The Man-Kiler Moves At Midnight - ith the Cat)
9 5173 The Tomorrow War (with Iron

10 673 Time Bomb (with Human Torch,

n 573 The Doomasey Gumbt fwits impumans)

[+ 87 Wolf At Bay (with Werewolf)

[ 973 The Granite Sky (with Captain America)

The Goblin Lives Grom The pectatutor Spuder-Man #2)

WRITER
Stan Lee

WRITER

Len Wein

PENCILS
Ross Andru

PENCILS

Jim Mooney
Jim Mooney

Ross Andru

Gil Kane

John Romita/

/
Tony Mortellaro

INKS
Jim Mooney
Bill Everett

Jim Mooney

INKS
Steve Ditko
Steve Ditko
Steve Ditko
teve Ditko

Mike Esposito

Mike Esposito
Mike Esposito
Mike Esposito

INKS
Bill Everett

INKS

Mike Esposito
Jim

rank Giacoia
Mike Esposito
Don Perlin

Frank Giacoia
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Felicitotions, fellow Foomers, an' wel-
come 10 our newest and hottest feature—
one we think is going 1o become the most
controversial, topical ond exciting we've
ever created within our own internal struc-
ure—the forthright and frankly fobulous
FOOM FAN FORUM!

From this issue on, these pages will be
available 1o oll the Friends of O Marvel
just 0 you can make your statement, on
the state of Marvel, FOOM ond comics in

A Look At The New Books Of

Tower of Shadows
of Darkness s

general.

No, the FORUM will ot be o mere letters
poge, the newsstand comics are the place
for those. Instead, the FORUM will be o
place where the ranks of FOOM Assembled
will be given o chance to discuss the phi

osophy of their favorite books and char-
acters—ond the
produce them.
Yet more than simple discussion will fill
Here the Veice of Marveldom
e

writers and arfists who

these poges.

then the artists, ond then the reader
terest in

With the loss of Kirby ond Sterank
arvel took the 1 ary 1o cal
naand tent 1 1 took

ors, and d this time they reprinted
4 dropping old fa 1 X-Men
1 Nick Fury, Aqnnlo(SNIllD.' '
f the line b
trugg! art of fans and .

f the Worlds
where
will have the opportunity fo engage in
running diologue with each sther—to an
swer and respond 1o the cogent comments
ond offbeat observations mads by your
fellow Foom- Men all aver the word
Your choice of topics for inclusion here
is an lnd\ul'm the list of characters,
titles, ideas ond pages published by Marval. |

THE NEW BOOKS
The Return of the Pulps
Conan Oddly enough. in look

b ind of
tE H on of €
) barbarian from th
o first appeared in W
Tales ond gained 4 interest
paperbacks of 1
haby start, during wh vel ¢
f the sales potential
EH creation King Kull, G
" ) les and
asional collaborat,
ts Barry § Kol
i Gulliver Jones
¢ orcery
i b further ad
Jak Barba:




You can tell us whot you think of Bus
of Ploog's Kull, how you
think the Surfer and the Inhumans deserve
heir own_ books thing else that
cmes to mind. Express yourself and see

tema's Conan,

or any

how mony of your views are shared by
sther Foomers. Who knows, maybe you'll

worded missive we received severol months
ago from Dennis Kenan. We'd like you to
read it-and, if you have the inclination,
1o reply 10 his statement with a contradic-
fion or an endorsement.

s how 1o submit o comment to the
forums all submissions must be typewritten,
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diligently read and carefully consider each
contribution for inclusion in FOOM
FORUM. Mail them to: FOOM FORUMBox
1827/New York City/10022

Every issue, we'll be publishing as many
of your the Idealism  of
Marvel as can be crammed into the space

statements on

came up with an angle that even the bash.
fol bullpen hasn'r thought of yet!

To kick
afering,

double-spaced on 8 1/2 x 11" white paper.
Please try 1o keep your response relatively
short (for the sake of your paor over
worked editor). In return, we promise o

alotted. So keep watchin' and perhaps your
words will be those chosen o inform,
illuminate and educate the far-flung Fel
ship of FOOM

off our initiol FOOM FORUM

we're presenting a masterfully

e tedly the basis for many Marvel Premiere, are the r k vel, I innovator during th
jor Rice Burroug tian stories arvel ) 10 spring new cha now placing many minoriti
fespite fine artwork by i " ; positions of importance for the first

the strip wa lled and 1 among the magazines o
by Lin Carter's Tk i the st Luke Cage, Hero For Hire,

Dec Savage-The next character that ot a titl t a block ex

attention was Doc Savag the Bible pla plicate cart 10 the highest b
p of the pulps, who originol drawn by Gil Kone. Here Evil finds g f Red Wolf s a
4 in his own Street and Smith cation in the form of an anthropomor ; stor
ation during the thirties and fort f, and good is, of cour presented
ity of his adventures were writ by War ;
Lester Dent under the house nam tribe’s oppres-g
th Rob Marv, i
by Stev ) fend inority
awn by tir f v fon scter criminals
with covers ke The Hulk, Dr. Str 1 i found spout
wvage, o phy ariner. Hoving received " ! the latest words of wisdom from
as the first the Def. have left and Feature ) ?
ter ntly running a revived Ant-Ma [

plicable reason, ng hi v of the Incred her
lote well into comics ible Shvmlmq Mon, with T [

k lasted but eight issues giant )l
Books Of The Supernatural Another of the fryout Amaring pards, and linda Carter, u.gm Nurse
th the revision of the Code, Marvel Adventures, featuring the X pout drown by longtime Batman  arfist

out with three book ) the Beast, who has ur th rtimer
y or another, with th toral tation apparently 1o 1 ' Adaptations

periodically drawn b ' i wit v Journey Into Mystery, Supernatural Thrill
assistant, Mike he € crop ers, and Chamber of Chills are all mag:
¢ ! i k, and ] turing adaptat of famous fantasy
books Ghast Rider, Werewoll By 1 g far Lov

st ond Frankenstei adapted | the po H v " ha

y Shelleys’ nov host Rid Y o !
the Werewolf » y appeared -shad £ by
orvel's tryout magozine Marvel Spot his ability v horr terank

B, which, along with Marvel Feature and The Minority Heraes






Spidey, Spidey, spinning high,
“Twixt skyscraper and the sky,

Who but Ditko and Stan Lee

Could frame such profitable symmetry?

In whot distant ocean’s ebbs
Were designed your arty webs?

On whose typer did you spawn?
Whose the hand that you has drawn?

And whot fingers and what nails
Could letter all your feenage wails?
And when the atomic spider bit—
Who's the genius thought of it?

Whose the pencil? Whose the ink?
Who decides just how you think?
Whose the brainchild? Whose the gent
Made Peter Parker like Clark Kent?

When F4 begon to move
And old Spidey hit the groove,
Did Lee smile his work to see?
Or give o bonus to Steve D.?

Spidey, Spidey, spinning high,
Twixt skyscropers and the sky,

Who but Ditko and Stan Lee

Could frame such profitable symmetry?
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Roy Thomas's pre-professional paraody of
Williom Blake's famous poem, “The Tyger,”
posed questions that have long been hotly
debated amongst Marvel ossembled.

How was Spider-Man thunk up, anyhow?
When he first appeared on the newsstands,
in Amazing Fantasy 15, of August, 1962,
he immediately caught the imagination of
comic fans everywhere; part of his appeal
was that he seemed so different, so re-
innovative
. Where the
group action, team work,
and fighting fantastic villains on behalf of
all mankind, Spider-Man, a loner, fought

cheap hoods when he was not out trying

to earn a buck. Where the FF basked in

public acclaim, Spider-Man started out with

no recognition at all, then quickly man-

aged 1o achieve noteriety. Where readers
hed

Man, and felt that they were like
“There, but for the grace of o radioactive:
bite, go I, a reader might sym-
pathize upon learning of = Spider-Man's
Tatest crisis.

The art was o crifical factor in Spider-
Man's success. Where the FF were powerful,
glamorous, Jack Kirby creations, inhabit-
ing a Kirbyesque world of action, glamour,
and movement, Spider-Man was thin—almost
sickly by super-hero standards, crouching
in dark alleys, prowling rotting wharfs, and
returning home o don glasses and accept
some cookies and milk from Aunt May.

Fans were convinced that anly the Ditko-
Lee team could have created Spider-Man:
Kirby seemed uncomfortable with the char-
acter, inevitably goofing up the face mask,
or leaving out the Spider emblem. It was
only some years affer Ditko had left the
strip that Kirby and Lee, in separate forums,
claimed that Kirby had actually initiated
the character. Kirby had earlier thought
up o choracter colled Spider-Man for an-
other company, and had gone as far os o
cover mock-up. The company folded, and
the character seemingly died before he was
ever born. However, Kirby later recalled the
nome, suggested it fo Marvel, and designed
r-Man. A closer look ot

ng Fantasty, reproduced
here, reveals that it wos pencilled by Kirby,
ond inked by Ditko.

Spider-Man's career hos swung through
quite o few phases, but throughout his
career, o number of factors have remained
constant.  Spider-Man's alter ego, Peter
Parker, is constantly plagued by problems,
most notably, the venomous attacks of
newspaper publisher J. Jonoh Jameson, and
the illhealth of Peter’s loving Aunt May.
The comic hos always featured an obund-
ance of action, punctuated by irreverant
quips from its wall-crawling protaganist.

When the reader first meets Peter Park-
er, he is a thin, bespectacled high school
student who is a science whiz. (The proof

of Pefer's expertise was his amazing abil
ity to design o super glue that forms his
Spider-web, and a device that will fire it

in the form of line, net, shicld, etc. in the
space of two short panels.) Unfortunately,
Peter has his flaws, such as greed. His
refusal to halt o flecing criminal because

Uncle Ben, and his subsequent decision fo
ngm criminals.

Pete has other flaws: he's o schnook.
The kind of kid who olways gets chosen
lost when the gym classes break up into

teams.

Worse still, Peter and girls—well, they
just don't mix very well. Flash Thompsan,
school bully, and (ironically) ardent Spider-
Man fan, continually humilitates the shy
scholar in the presence of the girl Peter
dreams of, Liz Allen. However, by issue
cight, it looks like Ditko and Lee must
search for new teen-age tribulations; Peter
throws away his glasses, punches Flash
Thompson, and manages fo acquire @ new
girlfriend in Betty Brant, secretary for J.
Jonah Jameson.

To Jameson must go much of the credit
for Spider-Man's eorly appeal. Ditko was
always careful to draw him with o hideous,
toothy smile at the most incongruous
moments, a smile that brought mail and
comment from the readers. By having
Parker seck employ os a freelance photo-
grapher for his arch enemy, Ditko and Lee
laid the groundwork for a aumber of un-
usval which were offen

quite humorous. Spider-Man, for example,
cooting Jonah's chair with web-fluid, so
thot when the unsuspecting Jomeson sat
down, he scon was foced with the choice
of dragging a chair behind him or walking
around the office in his shorts. While
Jameson wrote scathing editorials denounc-
ing the web-slinger as o mosked vigilante,
Parker cheerfully supplied condid photos
of his arachnid alfer-ego in oction

In issue 14, Ditko and Lee introduced The
Green Goblin, @ mysterious menace with o
supernatural slont. Skyrocketing through
the night on o flying broomstick (which
loter became, ot the insistance of the
comics code, o bat-winged glider), the
green-scaled ghoul would swoop dawn upon
Spider-Man, using any means possible fo
destroy his arch foe. Many of Spider-Man's
finest tales were to feature the Goblin,
incuding fsue 26 and 77 clssc tale,

in the Crime-Master's Mask!"
und "Brmg Back My Goblin To Mel,” crime-
suspense thrllrs of the kind ot which
Ditko excelled.

Port of the Goblin's appeal was n.;]
tantalizing ononymity; all the readers ever y
saw of him was o shadowed figure, holding
oloft o Green Goblin foce mask. Rumors}
spread through fandom thot Lee and Ditko |
themselves hadn' decided, thot Lee wonted |
the Goblin to be an Egyptian mummy some-+




j how sprung to life, while Ditko favored
!u.a Leeds, rivol for the affections of
I Peter's girlfriend, Batty Brant. Not until
Iuh" Ditko left the strip was the Goblin
¥ rovealed, in issues 39-40, as Norman Os-
£ born, o mentally ill industrialist, and the
[ fother of ane of Paters collsge classmates.

College classmates? Yes, Peter graduated

bone of confention between the Lee-Ditko
teom. Ditko felt that part of Spider-Man's

ness, his occasional mistakes and immature
responses. Now that he was in colle
Ditko felt readers would no longer tolerate
this sort of behavior from an older, more
mature Spider-Man. Lee, however, felt that
Spider-Man should grow, mature, break out
of the old concepts and change in new
ways. Somehow along the way, he had
acquired @ more manly build—maybe it was
o high protein diet or the influence of
Kirby's gargantuan figures.
Bowing fo Stan's editorial judgment,
Ditko even went so far as to draw out @
whole college campus, so he'd know exact-
Iy how fost Parker could get from place to
place and where he could best change fo
Spiderman.
In Spider-Man 38, Marvel fans every-
where were stunned fo read that Steve
Ditko was leaving Spider-Man and Marvel.
Only the departure of Kirby, years later,
caused comparable cansternation, for Steve
seemed irreplaceable. His unique style had
seemed somehow perfect for Spider-Man's
personality, but there was more to the
Ditko mystique than that. Ditko wos o
mosterful storyteller with o sure sense
of just which composition was right. A
hard-working perfectionist who took pride
in his work, Ditko did almost everything
well,
And the fans wondered—who could re-
place Steve Ditko?
The years that followed proved that
Stan Lee had little reason for insincerity
to exclaim “since someone as to drow
Spidey, thank Asgard that jozzy Johnny
Romita hos returned fo the foldt" Romita
had been working for a short time on
Doredevil, and now moved over 1o illustrate
the adventures of Marvel's greatest super-
stor. In a few short years, Spider-Man had
pput the demonical competition's red-and-
¥ blue gorbed superstar up ogainst the wall.
{ Could Romita continue the record? He did.
1 It wosn't Ditko. Spider-Man's thick-then-
f thin eyepiece’s evened out. From the side,

Spidey’s face took on a more conventional

70 bottle of rejuvenation But on the
§ whole, fans were surprised 1o learn that
[ they liked this new Spider-Man, liked it
§ becouse Ditko and Romita shared one im-
§ portant arfistic quality: they were both
!uul!em story-tellers.
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Besides, Romita even had certain qd-
vantages; o former romance comic book
artist, he. was skilled at portraying ""l
female face and form. The change im-
mediately became apparent in P
love interest, classmate Gwen Stacey, who 3
had previously been known fo oppear in &
bobby-sox. (Issue 34) Prior ln Ditko's de-
parture, he and Lee had been playing o
running gag on the reader: rs, Porker's §
next door neighbor, Mrs. Watson, had for
months been trying to introduce Peter to
ner niece, Mary Junl Understandably fear-
ing the worst, Peter kept his distance.
Once, Mary Jane even paid a call on his
house, only to find that Porker was not
ot home, and leaving the reader with
merely a glance of some very sexy legs.

Suddenly, the doorbell chimes. Standing on
the threshold is o lucious red-head, who
with deplorable lack of modesty but with
deadly accuracy informs Pe “Face it
figer—you just hit the jackpo
The wild and effervescent Mary Jane pre-
sented o gfeat foil for both Peter and
r, the bullpen had a prob-
lem. They wanted Gwen to serve as Pe
romantic interest, but Mary Jane hpl
ammnq all the mail
loved he i

The bullpen plotted fo “get Mnry Jan
First, they fampered with
trying fo cost her as a cony g 3
sible pleasure-seeker. When that failed,
they desperately gave her o new, de-
liberately unattractive hair style. This too,
proved futile, and eventually, o beaten
bullpen threw in the towel, returning MJ

cop-
tain, George Stacy. Stacy was bosed on @
e model, the late, great Bill Everett,
reotor of the SubMariner and a host of
other unique characters. Romita had lona

the talented New Englander, was delighted
to learn that Everett admired

formed o mutual odmiration society that
provided the impetus for Capt. Stacy, wn,-
looked remarkably like Bill himself, ev
down 10 the cane which Bil was sing of )
the fime of Stacy's introduction to the |
strip.

As a “voice of reason,” Stacy proved a §
foil 1o the hysterical J. Jonah Jameson ond |
served s o source of guidance for Peter, as §
well as someone for Spider-Man fo rescue
occasionally. The policeman’s hobby, study- |
ing Spider-Man, did cause Peter some dis- 7
comfort ot fimes. In issue 90, however, =
Stacy made his final oppearance. While
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7 trying 1o defeat Spider-Man, the villainous

Dr. Octopus foppled o chimney over a
1 rooftap, directly over o young boy. Caproin

Stacy, observing the fight from the street,
§ successfully managed fo push the boy 1o

safety, only fo be struck himself by the
£ stone rubble.

§  Swinging strestward, Spider-Man franic.
£ glly tore the stones from Capt. Stacy's still

form, in time o hear his final words. *

It ... it's GWEN! After I'm gone—there'll
be no one 1o look after her—no one, Peter
—except you! Be good fo her—son! Be good
10 her—She loves you—so very-much—"
Stacy had known all along whose face hid
beneath the webbed, crimson mask.

And, as Marvelites know, Spider-Man did
his best to fulfill his promise to Coptain
Stacy. However, his best was not good
enough, for in issue 121, the Green Gol
killed Gwen, only to meet death himself in
the following issue. Note the cover repro-
duction of SpiderMan 87 for a Romita
portrayal of Mary Jane, Harry Osborn,
Peter, Capt. Stacy, ond Gwen. (Incidentally,
if you're curious os fo the resolution of
the cover scene, the four on-ookers at-
tributed Peter's startling confession fo an
illness he wos suffering)

Through all these personal _problems,
Spider-Man bottled his woy through an
ormy of strange villains: the flying Vulture;

the Sandman, who had the uncanny ability
to transform himself into—well, sand;
Kraven the Hunter, a strong-man/animal
trainer who hunts the most dangerous
gome of all: Spider-Man; the Kingpin, over-

the unfortunate results of one of his own
experiments.

Sometimes Spider-Man would battle other
Marvel stars: the Hulk, or Dr. Doom.
Occasionally he would overcome his lone-
wolf instincts o team up with Daredevil,
Dr. Strange, or the Fantastic Four. How-
ever, one member of the FF, the teenoge
Human Torch, represented a rival to Spider-
Man. One issue, they might both be chasing
the Beetle. Next go-round, they'd be baftl-
ing eoch other amidst a hail of webs,
fireballs, and wise-cracks. Not since the
feud between the Sub-Mariner and the
original Human Torch had comic fans wit-
nessed such an extended series of grudge-
battles.

Under Romita’s stewardship, sales on
Spider-Man octually increased. Hawever, os
Marvel grew bigger and even more popular,

. Romita, especially after Jack Kirby's de-
 parture, was pressed into  myriod of other
1 tosks, competing for his Finally, he
j wos forced fo surrender SpiderMan fo
£ ather pencillers, while retaining control of
1 the layouts and doing some inking as well.
{ John Buscema, Jim Moonsy, Ross Andru and
© others all filled in.

i One of the most important new artists
o1 on old pro. Gl Kane. Kon, who long
£ admired the Spider-Man character, plunged

into the assignment with enthusiasm. To §

appearan en
borrowing cerfain Ditko poses and re- |
emphasizing the thick-and-thin i
on Spider-Man‘s mask. Kane was especially ;
fond of angle shots of Spider-Man looking
down on o sleeping city. The full-page ¢

strates Kane's dynamic portrayal.

many

significant issues of Spider-Man which he

drew, including the issues that saw the

deaths of both Capt. and Gwen Stacy.

Kene was the artist on issues 9698, the
[<

had wanted to do a comic on the problem
of drug addiction, and finally settled on

Spider-Man as his vehi
the code declined 1o opprove the story,
an angry Lee told them that he was publish-
ing it with or without their approval—then
oroceeded 10 do so.

The long-awaited hundreth issue of
Spider-Man rolled around, and Kane was
the artist. In it, Spider-Man received two
extra pairs of arms, making him even more

like his eight-limbed namesake. In the
following issue, another striking event took
) Man met A Monster Called

Morbius so
the first

s in many
when Marvel had published

Spiderman  book, they
had planned to introduce a vampire char-
acter as a means of attracting an older
audience. However, with  recent liberaliza-
tion of the code, Marvel could now accom-

plish this in the four-color format.

Recently, on exciting new  development
has caught the attention of Spider-Man's
fans. While the webslinger seeks to build
o new life for himself following Gwen's
death, he oppears each month with a
other Marvel star in Marvel Team-Up, whil
continuing fo captivate readers in the
pages of his own magazi

The charisma of the character of Spi
Man has extended itself into other media
and brought more than a little publicity fo
Marvel. With two records, a TV show, post-
ers, t-shirts, bubble gum, toys and @ host
of other products to back him up, the
merchandising potential of the 20th cen-
tury folk hero phenomena is being steadily
realized.
les in such maga:
Rolling Stone and Eye have brought the
masked web-slinger fo the public’s atten-
tion, while Stan tells Spidey slogans and his
own homespun hemilies to TV talk shows
ond lecture fours across the country. As the
NUMBER ONE book in the Marvel line-up,
Spider-Man is firmly established as a legend
in his own fime and oppears fo be healthy
enough 1o continue being the comics’ lsad-
ing suceess story for a long time 1o come.
Bob Cosgrove/Martin L. Greim

es as Creem,




Roy Thomas, Len Brown, Gil
Kane and Wally Wood strike ogain!
This time they spoof Spider-Man
in their confinuing misadventures
of madcap Marvel’s finest,

this one fitled . . .

A TYPICAL EVERDAY ROBBERY BY A 1. /1 THINK 1L WRAP
e IS MACEIN RN ml ™ Tws CASE UF FAST
WHEN_SUDDEND “"" CAN GET BACK

AN T NOTHING YOU CAN ALTHE m'
00 wils s1or me corver/| | ExPrESSIONS

WAIT/ THAT LGHT!
o

AFTER AL THERE'S Y O WELL T SURE
v NOTHING ~ FEELS GREAT TO BE
BACK IN MY TYPICAL
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FOOMER OF THE MONTH

Once upon a midnight dreary,
While Edgar A. pondered weak and weary,
He pulled out his watch,

And carved out o notch

To represent his unrest,

To await for the best

Off old Stan Lee's breast.

Ah . . . to hear the bump

Of the mailman’s thump

1 would send out my raven,

For @ magazine graven,

From those Marvel folks nifty,
For (Ugh!) only two-fiftyl

Now my midnights aren't so dreary,
Only my eyes now get weary,
From too much of a good thing,
From the “nuff-said” gang.

So when the bells start to toll,
VIl be 100 sad fo know

“Tis three months, ‘till Foom.
Paul Reid
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IMPORTANT!! When ordering Marvel products, please follow
the procedure outlined below. Each blank represents a specific
item-be certain 10 use the CORRECT one when ordering the
Product desired. It is important that you use the order blank
shown (or a photo copy of it) with all the blanks filled in. Use
separate blanks for different products. Print or type your
name and address CLEARLY and be sure to include your ZIP
CODE. Unclear addresses and zips can only result in your
order being lost in the mails. Insure your order by giving us
clear and concise information. The blanks on the right are for
use in the United States and Canada. Those on the left are for
England.

UNITED STATES ONLY
COMICSAVERS
Send to: MARVEL COMICSAVERS

Marvel Comics Box 1827

New York City 10022
I enclose $2.00 plus .50 postage and handling for
each set of 3 COMICSAVERS. | want___sets. Send
‘em today before | dog-ear another comic, drat it!!

rame

New York residents add sales tax

UNITED STATES ONLY

COLLECTORS CLASSICS
Send to: MARVEL COLLECTORS CLASSICS

Marvel Comics Box 1827

New York City 10022
| enclose $2.00 plus .50 postage and handling for
each set of 12 COLLECTORS CLASSICS POSTERS.
Send ‘em right away, ‘cause there's a crack in my
wall!

ddress
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