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Yea_ welcome sboard the rocket ship of Dr. Hans Zarkov, As
Wwe Jjournmey to the fantastic planet MONGO! In this specinl
tgzue of "Comic Crusader® you'll see both the barbarlsm mnd
the splender of the world Alex Raymond created back 1n 19736,

1'm extremely greteful to the many people who contributed to
this issue, both artist and wrlter alike, Howewer, spealal
thenks are dus Al Williamsen for this issue'’s besutlful cover
and intericr art. My thanks also to Joe Sinnott for the draw-
ing on the last page of this lssue. Itts a personal favorite
of mine and i1t's the elosest I'll ever come to belng on KMongo.
On pege 38 of this lsaue, you'll flnd & drawing, I balliave
unpublished, by Alex Haymond. Raymond d4id this while he
garved aboard the U.3.3. Gilbert Islands 1ln 1945, It may be
the ship's symbol. My thanks te Charles Hoberts, & friend
from Virginia, ror sending it to me. Thanka alsc go Bs
Detrolt fan Jeck Promo for lending me the Gray Horrow paint=
ings of Dale and the Hawkgirl on page 1k,

Those of you who are regular readers of "Comlic Crugader"
wrow 1've never dedicated an issue to anyone before. WITh
thig igsue, I am! It's dedleated to & man who iz the Flash
Gorden fAn supreme, His narrative, over the Flash Gordon
sound track Bob Cosgrove mnd I transcribed, kept us 1n
hysterics. Witheut this man, the lasue you see before ¥ou,
could never be. This lssue iz dedlested So my friend.......
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ONGO

ltts 1976 and Universal Pictures presents......
FLASH GOHRDONI The first of three Flash Gordon movie
serials, A& serisl in 13 chapters, from the goreenplay
by Frederick Stephani, George Flympton, Basgll DMckey and
£11a 0'Neill. Based on the newspaper feature entitled
Flash Gordon, owned and copyrighted by Eing Features
Byndicate. TFhotography by Jerry Ash and Richard Fryer.
Froduced bty Henry MacBae,

The Cast of Chapacters:

PLASH GORDON - Larry "Buster® Crabbe, DALE ARDEN - Jean
Bogers, EMPEROR MING - Charles Middleton, DH. ZABKOV -
Frark Sharpmen, PRINCESS AURA - Priscilla Lawson, PRINCE
HAHTM - Richard Alexander, PRINCE THUN - James Pleroe
(who played Tarzan in "Tarzan and the Golden Lion™ 1n
1927 and wag Tarzan on the radio, in the sarly 30'a},
KING KALA - Duke York, Jr., HIGH PRIEST - Theodore
Loreh, EING VULTAN - John Lipson, OFPICER TCHCH - Earl
Askam, ZOMA = Muriel Goodspeed, FROFESSOR GORDCN -
Hichard Tucker, FROF, HENSLEY - George Clevelsnd (kindly
old "Grappa" of the original "Lassie®™ T.¥. famlly in the
1950'8).

The rirst few chapters faithfully follow the basic
gtory elementas of Alex Raymond's colorful Sunday pages.
Where they do Aiffer in plet, 1t is & case of budget
which prohibited adding large casta, new sets and
locales,,,.and at the same time, the cast of & story
that is seen only once B week, for Approximately 20
girutes, 1t becomes quite necessary for the roater of
characters to remaln intimate, otherwise the vlewer
would need score cards to keep track of who's who.
We'll concern curselves with this point later, 1in
various places.

Chapter one - "The Plapet of Peril" (or..."When
Worldas Collide, Anyonei?®

At m larze east coagt obasrvatory, we find Frof.
Gordon and Prof. Hensley watohing the approsch of &
mysterious planet, through the eye of & huge telescope.
Both sclentlsts mgree, that the Esrth 1s doomed.....as
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a result of & eollision with the mysterlous body in
space. This 1s simllar to the opening of the Jan. 7,
1934 Flash Gordon strip, in which & newspaper banner
headline declared..."World Coming To Epd"..."Strange
new planet rushing toward Earth - only miraale can ssve
us, SAya solence."

On film, Henaley remarks - "I wonder why we don't
hear from Zarkov? I still believe in his thearyl”
Frof. Gordon - "Ridleulous! Zarkov iz mad! His theory's
fantastic! He'll never reach the planet in that rocket-
shipt™

Dr. Zarkev is introduced te the strip reader by
Raymond's following narrative..."The seclentist, Dr.
Zarkovy works day and night, perfecting a device with
which he hopes to save the world--hls great brain is
wealkening under the atraint®

At the observatory, the two sclentists read several
telegrams appreasising conditlions and reactions All over
the world. As they reamd, the movie vliewer sees several
pleces of stock newsreel type footmage deploting panic,
pandemonlum and rlots all over the world., Thus far, the
flegh and blood characters of Gordon and Hensley ars
Rotling only as sudilo and visuAl Translaters of Haymond's
comic strip marrative panels 2, &, 4, and § of the first
Sunday page. The use of asoreen sclentists is more ef-
fective than volece over narrative and better paced than
the stacato tempo of Raymond'e first Sunday page.

Frof. Gordon is handed one last telegram. "Why...
It'as from m¥ son, Flaght® pause to read - "He gave up
hie polo ocane just in time to cateh the tmnecontinental
plane,..hoplng to be here with us before the endl®

The socene shifts to that treanscontinental plane.
Aboard we find young virile Flash Gerdon. In the atrip,
he ig introduced to us as "...¥ale graduate and world-
renowned pole player.” Across the alsle from Flash,
slta the very attractive blond, we will scon dilscover
ls Dale Arden...soft and beaotiful. Larry Ivie tells
us that Miass Rogera wam allowed to appear with her
normal halr color because of the public's fondness for
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the oolor &t the time, s popularized by the "Blond
Bombahell" Jean Harlow. Dale's hair color, &s drawn by
Raymond, was brunette.

The airplane ls being tossed about wielently in &
fleroce electrieal and meteor atorm, caused by the close
proximity of the strange planet. The pllots, afraid '
that thelr sraft may not survive the meteor shower, ad-
vise thelr passengers to make use of the paraghutes
that they will find at the back of thelr geats. The
passengers hurry to exit the plane. Dale hesltates at
the open door = Flash moves to her side, says - "Sgared,
huh?®, takes her in his arms, and leaps from the plane,
bath of them supported by the girl's chute.

In the strip, a flaming meteor tears loocse from the
approaching "comet", (as Haymond ealled it this first
week) and sears off & wing of the plans. Flash takes
the girl, who was sitting acrcss the aisle from him, 1n
hiz erm and "balls out®, 88 the stricken plane plummets

earthward. They land near the abaervatory of Dr. Zarkev,

where they see & rocket ship.

tm film, Flash and Dale approach the rocket ship,
when suddenly Zarkoy steps from conced&lment, holding &
gun. Zarkov = "Stap! Stay where you arel" Flash -
"I'm sorry If we're intruding. Parachutes aren't
particular where they set you down." Zarkev - (lgnoring
Flash's sarcasm) "Who are you?" Flash - "Well, I didm't
have time to drop & oalling card! This 1= Misse..."

He turns to Dele, Dale - "Dale Ardeni" Flash -
"Hige name”, then to Zarkov, "And I'm Flash Gordont®
Zarkev - "Gordon...Gordoen? FProf. Gordon's sonfi™
Flash - "Yeh,..that right! An' that rocket ship
makes you Dr. Zarkew!"

In the strip, Zarkov forces Flash and Dale,
at gunpoint, to accompany him to Mongo as martyra
to science, In the fllm, Zarkov explains that his
assistant has turned coward and asks Flash to go
with him to save the Earth. Dele acccapanies the
two men, because thers ia no place of safety on the
Farth whare zhe may remain. With an exrplosion,
Zarkev's rocket lifts inte the alr and rockets into
the stratospheres. The trlp is wneventful, with the
expeption of when Dale almost papses out from lask
of oxyezen, which reminds Zarkov to turn 1t on...
something he forgot to de im the excltement of take
off.

Things are & bit different in the comic strip.
(1=14=34%} The ocloser they approach the comet
threatening Earth, the madder Zarkov becomes - until
ke finally cracks. A battle ensues between Flash
and Zarkev, with Flash finally knocking the dector
to the floor unconsclous. The rocket succumbs to
the planst'z gravitational pull and crashea. Flash
sgorambles from the wreck, with the unsonscious Dale
Arden in his arms, only to be mepsced by & glant
lizard, Zarkov has been left behind, buried under
debrias 1n the control section of his rooket...
presumably dead.

In the film, the ship makes a perfect and
smooth landing and the tric emerge unenjured to be
menaced by lizards. HNow the lizards of the serlal
are stock "budget" dinossurs...i.e. Lizardas wlth
fins scoteh-taped to their basks, blown up photo-
graphically, and superimposed with ghots of the liwve
actors. Desplte this fmct, Universal's effects people
did & failr jJob with this sequence.

The trls is saved, from the menmace of the ligarda,
by the approach of & strange rocket ship. It swoops
dcown over the lizards and kills them with a8 ray shot
from the nose of the ahip. The ship lands next to
Zarkov's snd two metal clsd sscldiers emerge from the
ship. This scene is almost a litersl translation of
panel 8...Jan. 21, 1934...Torch's ormate dregon brest-
plate and all.

To thelr rescuers, Flash says - "Thanks for saving
us." Toreh - "Stand back! You are priscmers!" Flash -
"Prisoners?!® Torsh - "Silence! You are to be taken
to Ming, Emperor of the Universet® And lndeed they are.
They are flown in Torsch's ship te & oity atop a mountaln
penk. We gee the large throme room of Ming, Emperor of
the Universe. Several steps lead to the dlas, where
Ming sits on his throne. At the bottom of the stepa i=
an area large encugh to double &g an arenm...which 1%
does shortly. Ming is surrounded by soldiers in their
Eomén-1ike garsents and to his silde, the ever present
High Priest. Ming glares at hls three captives and de=-
minds to know their remson for entering his klngdom.
Zarkov explains that his planet iz rushing madly towards
the plenet from which they came, and that colllsion can
only mean the distruction of both. Ning replys - “Ho,
there will be no eollision. I control absolutely the
movements of this planet, and I will destroy your Earth
in =y own way.” This is mn interesting piece of dia-
logue, because, here the serial writers clear up some-
thing Reymond apparently didn't conzider worth measing
with = &an explanation as to why Earth and Mongo never
aelided. With Flash's landing, on the strenge planst,
faymond never again concermed himself with this

probles,..the ressen why our herces rocketed to Mongo
in the first pleace, By the third Sunday, the readers
protably weren't worried about 1t...there was enough
happening te Flamsh. However, on film, &n explanation
waz very lmpoertant, to retain plausibllity and credi-
Bllity. BSa...there you have 1t.

in the strip, the two prisormers before him, Hing
deplares, "The besuty of the female pleases me--she
shall be my wife---the young man ghall be slain..."
Flash trys to bresk free of the soldiers, to get at
Ming, and the Emperor orders that he be taken to the
arens, whers he will meet ln mortal combat the four
red monkey men of Mongo. (end of Sundey pege no. i P
1-21-3%.) ©m film, in response to Ming's remarks about
destroying the Earth, Zarkev, ln an actlon never &x-
plained afterward, (ome must apeculate that he is= enly
playing for time, or is stlll greatly soncerned with
the preventlon of Earth's destruction) says = "Why
destroy the Earth - why not comquer 1t7" Hing egrees.
Zarkov explains how 1t wes & rocket, of his own design,
that brought him to Monge. Ming then prders him taken
te hiz laboratery, whers he will be given all that he
desires, exeept his freedom, When Ming turns his at-
tentions to Dale, Flash lunges at him, trylng to choke
him. He 1= recaptured 8nd thrown into the arenma, that
I mentioned previously. Frincess Aure pushes her way
pagt scldiers and hand maidens to stand beside her
father's throne. Aursa - "A bargein fathert If he sur-
vives, he is minel" Ming sneers - PIRY T

A gong is struck, and Flash standa 1n the arené as
three man-besstz, with leong fangs, dressed only 1n fur
G=strings, snarl to the attack. Thege are the film
counterparts of Haymond's Monkey Men. Ming watohes in-
tently, as one by one, Flash disables the ape-en.
Ming = "He fights well, the Barthmani But he shall not
egcape the piti"
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eapecially for one who 12 flylng & rocket ahip for the first time. Ming comments
that whoever that gallant pilot i1s, he will be royally rewarded...if he survives
the flight.

In the comio atrip, after Flash enters the rocket ship, Aura slams the door
shut and bolta it. Aura - "Nowl You are minet! Dale Aprdan shall not have youl
I shall held you here until she becomes my father's bride!®™ Note that Reymond
incorreactly spelled Dale's last name. He d4id this for weeks.

On film, Flash ismn't doing bad. He bringe ore of the Gyro ships down, but
before he can do more deamage to the invading fleet, the nose of his ahip beécomes
engaged with the lead Gyro ship and the two vessels spin, locked together, to the
ground below. Flash, unhurt, leaps from his wrecked ship at the same time as
Primoe Thun emerges from his ship. The bearded Lion Man draws his sword and lunges
at Flash. Flash dlsarme the Lien Man. Thun = "Why 4o you not slay me?" Flash =
"l fought only to save ay friends who are prisoners in Ming'as palasel" Thun -
"Théen you're not an Ally of Ming?!® Flash - "I'11 gay I'm not! He's been trying
to kill me ever sipnce I landed herel® Thun explains, after introducing himself,
that Ming iz also hiz enemy. So an alliance 15 formed between Flash and the prince
of the Lion Men. Abowe them, Ming's fleet 1= defeating the Gyro ships, who are
now retreating. Thun leads Flagh to & georet pessage that leads to the palace.
There, they hope to rescue Dale. Notlce how everyone knows where &ll the secret
pagsages Aand doora areTl

Thun and Flash capbure a guard, at the rear gate of the palace and foree him
to lead them to Dr. Znrhov. They greet each other excitedly and here we fipd out
what concerns Flash more than the safety of the Earth. Zarkov - "Flash! I dldn't
know what they had done to youl® Flash - "Ah, I'm alright! Thie 13 Thun, a
friendl” Zarkov = "Flashl The course of this planet has been changed! The Earth
will not be destroyed!™ Flash - "Ah, that fipe! Where's Dale?7l™ Flash soon
learns that Ming 1s forcing her to become hls bride, in & ceremony held in & aesaret
ochamber under the palace. Flash forces a geard to lead he and Thun ta the place
of the ceremony, btut the guard stops at the entrance of & tunnel, for fear of the
gEreAt beast that guards 1t. Meanwhlle, everyomne i8 gathering in the underground
wedding ceremony chapber, At one end of the reom is 8 large stone idol of Tac.
Dale is escorted inte the room, weAring 8 long white flowing open middriff gown.
She 1= obviously under the hypnotic spell of the dehumanlzer, She stares blankly
into apace. The ceremony begins. In an alcove, off the chamber, a soldler
strikes a large gong. He's separated from the others by a wall of drapes. COne of
Ming's lieutenants, informs Zarkov (who got in the easy way, with Ming) that with
the 13th stroke of the sacred gong, the wedding ceremony wlll be
completed.

Back in the underground tunnel Flash and Thun are on their
way to stop the wedding, when they hear the gong reverberating
through the cataccmba, Thun explains 1ts meaning and Flash
plunge=s on to save Dale. At this polnt, they rum into a detatoh-
ment of Ming's guards. & brief fight follows apd Thun yells to
Flagh to go on without him. Flash raceg down the tunnel until he
comes to two massive wooden deoora.  All the time, the gong ia
gounding &t regular interyala. He pushes open the doors ard in
the mist fillled turmel beyond, comes face to face with the giant
beagt that guards the Tunnel of Terror, Flash ls grasped in its
crab like clews and 1ifted off the grourd. As the plcture fades,
the last thing we see ia the yawning jaws of the hideous protector
of the tunnel abogpt to oloase on & helpless Flash Gordon.

Chapter thres - "Captured by the Shark Men™

We ges the recap scenss, as Thun grapples wlth the soldiers
of Ming. Flash rushes headlong into the clutches of the Tunnel
af Terror mopster. While all this i8 golng on, the priest 1s
lighting bowlas of incense that rest on the tase of the large idol
of Tao. The gong contlnues to ring out. Az Flash 1s about to be
ecrunched by the beast, Thun rushes into the scene, carrying a ray
rifle that he has apparently gotten from the defeated aocldlers.
Flesgh's body goes limp. Thun alms carefully and flres, atriklng
the monster in the mouth. Flash 1s dropped to the ground and
the monster falls on lts back, wrlthing in pain as it dies.
Assuring Thun that he's alright, the two once a&galn push on,




racing against time., They dlscover the chamber and by
the shadows on the alsove wall, we see Flash junp the
gong wielder and trottle him. There are a few moments
of gllence and the wedding party becomes uneasy. Fing
depands = "Why does not the sacred gong sound the final
pote which completes the wedding ceremony?l® As if in
gnawer, everyone's attention is commanded by & movement
af the Great God Teo's arm. The huge gtatue begins To
wobble on its baze, then 1t topples ower into the midst
of the startled wedding guests. The whele sitvation 1=
pne of chaos. Durlng the confusion, Flazh and Thun
rush into the shamber. It 1s obvlous that they are Te-
gponsable far the idol's agtions. While Thun covers
those assembled, with his ray rifle, Flash 1ifts the
dazed Dele into his arms and they make & break ror
freedom. (ur herces are now mpparently taklng an escape
route that will take them even further underground. The
tunnel is blocked by & wooden door, but one blast of
Thun's &y rifle rescoves it. Back in the wedding chamber,
Ming yells - "They're fleecing into the passage that leads
to the undercround river! Frepare te operate the water
trapt” Aura - "But that will deliver them to Kala,

king of the Sharkment" Ming - "Wellt" Aure - "The
garthman Gordon must not be killled. BHe is mine!" Ming,
ts Torch = "Obey my ordert® Zarkov = "You erder their
death?" Ming - "Ne, Dr. Zarkov! Death will not come
to them so casily, heh!® Torch steps to & control
panel. Meantime Flagh, with Dale in hie arms and Thun
are running down & long spiral stone staircase, At the
bottom, they sare met by soldiers., Agein Thun ereates a
holding astlen, as he yelle te Flash - "Take her awiy!

I san nandle 'em!" With Dale in his arms, Flash starts
dowrward agaln, leaving Thun Tlghting the scldlers.
Torch and King are watehlng the escape, through a view
glass en 8 wall contrel panel. Torch inforss Ming that
Aura has followed the athers into the river tunnel.

Ming orders that Eala be notifled to meke priscners of
them all, his deughter included, if they live to reach
his palac=, Flash and Dale come teo the end of the
tunpel and find their way barred by & door they can not
open. At this same moment Torch 18 turning a hapdle oo
& control beard thet drops Flash and Dale through a trap
deor. This deposits them inte an underground river,
where they are subdued by Sharkmen.

Princess Aura comes upen Thun rising to his feet
at the bottom of the atone staircase, evidently the
victor in his fight., Aura - "The Sharkmen hbave taken
them prisoner! I ean get lnto Kala's palace 1f you'll
help me'™ Thun - "I'1ll do anything te help my friends!®
They turn back the way they came.

Flagh and Dale find themselves prisoner in the
Eydra-cyole, the underwater oraft of the Sharkmen. It
iz intereating that the serial model makers made the
sape mistake 1n constructing thils craft that Ray=ond
d4i4. They put the propellors on the front of the
upderwater craft! It just won't work, fellas. OCh well,
despite this fact, with only one stop to aveld belng
seen by 8n ostosne, the Hydra-cyele makes it to the
Sharkmen's underwater city. The cctosac 1s diverted by

@ Thun 8nrd Flash, bhaving interrupted the parriage cersmony, 8re
anout e exit, with the dehumanized Dale in Flash's arms.

the arrival of a glant shark,
thet engages 1t in battle. “
Actunlly, what we see 15 A W
plece of stock footBage of A
ehark mnd cotopus flght. It
probably wowed 'em in 1936,
ut today it only contrlbutes
in helping make this
eplecde one of the
most doll and padded of
the whole series. The
model of the Sharkmen's
elty 1s a bit disap-
polntine, comparad to
the other clties to be
seen in the serials.
It just looks like a
bunch of radlo tubes
gtuck in the ground.
Oh well...plcky, picky.
dur heross are
brought before EKing
Eala, Kale tells thas
that Dale 1= to be re-
turned to Ming. En-
raged, Flagh yells -
"PFor what reapon?t®
Eala - "Ome does not
question the orders of
Mingl They are obeyedl®™
Flash = "Yea..,obeyed
by you and other puppets!® Eala = "] am King Kalal"
Flash = "You, who call yourself a king, sre a cowardl!
Kale - "Ceward!? I cAan erush the 1life ocut of you with
my handst" Flash = "If I could be killed by & weakling
1ike you, I should welcome deathl™ Kala - "Frepare
yoorsgelfl® Well, as you can guess, Flash rights with
Eala and after & furlous fight defeats him. As hie
soldiers help him to his feet, Eala says - "You are the
first man to ever defeat me in physical combat. I
salute youl Take them to their sspsrate guartera...
Ses that they are both released in the morningl!" "Thank
you Kalat", saye Flash.

Flagh should have szaved his thanks, for Kals has
hiz lecked in a water tight room, which he =oon floods
with & torrent of water. With Dale in his clutches,
Emls pulls & large hendle &apnd & side pansl open 1ln
Flesh's nearly flooded room. A glant cotosac floats in.
Flash sees it rising toward hlm. He tries to swim away,
but it grebs him by the foor, Dale watches aghast, aa
Flagh 18 pulled to the bottom of the tank room. Eala
s8¥s = "Moo man can plt hie strength against Kala...and
live!™ And sz Flash 12 pulled to the bettem, hls bedy
encircled by the, unfortunetely, by today's standards,
unconvincing fake octosac, the pleture fades, and we
might find ocurselves agreeing with Kala.

Up until this time, the serlal haz followed the
gtrip to some degree. However, there was no actoséc in
the strip and Flash szcapes from the tank ecell with the
Bld of a myaterious party that passes an alr
helmet and a weapon te him throwgh & papel 1n
the wall, (Sunday poge 3-25-34) Flash, in the
gerinl, =seaped ip & Aifferent way, as we will
ges in the next chapter.

Chapter Pour - "Battling the Sea Beaat"

After the printed foreward and Tecap
scenes, we see Kala instructing scme honey to
ges that Dale pisses nothing. And sc, whlle
Flach fights for his life, Zopa holds [ele at
the window, [k.le feints and falls unconsclous.
She is then taken by Sharkmen guards to her
saran wrapped querters. Leaving the aleove,
Kala ig Taced by hura, who =arches in
followsd by Thun, demanding teo know what he
naz done with the Earthman. Feantime, Flash
struggles with the phoney occtosac. fura pushes
past the drapes to see Flash's predicament.
Aura = "Stop that fight...at oneel" Kala =
"How does one stop an cctosac?™ Aura - "By
drawing the water from the tank! MHow DO ITH"
Flash 12 gaved. Agra lesves to release Flash,
while Thun is lefb to stapd gusrd over Hala.
Dale regains consclousness and Jjoins Thun.
From thelr window, Thun and Dsle ase that
Flash 1= sll right. Dale 1z ready to go to
Flash, but Thum cAautions her that they should
walt until Flash and Aura come for them.

Mow the scene shiftas to Ming's city atop
the mountain peak. Zarkev i3 seated at a radlo
get, attempting to make contact with Earth.

Cn Earth, Prof. Gordon and Hensley are also
before & radio set. Hensley - "What do you
make of 1t, Frof, Gordon?" Gorden - "1 be-
lieve the scunda, which have so far defled
solentifio detection, are =ignala from that
strange planet whos wild rush toward the

Earth stopped sc suddenly and mystercusly.”




Bepsley - "You believe that someons from snother planet
is trying to slgral us?® Gorden - "Yeaght

Zarkov's attempts are interrupted by Ming, who ia
entering the lab, via the long stone staircmse. Ming
aggures Zarkovy that his friends are being cared for by
fnlp. Zarkev asks - "But how can you be sure that HKala
will obey your erder?" Ming - "Enla's palace 18 con-
structed from & metal preduced in this leaberatery. It
ig held under water by m magnetic force controllsd from
here. He ia absolutely in my powert®

In another part of the lab, Capt. Torch and another
fellow, dressed like a medleval monk, are watching the
Screen of the spacer-p=graph. On the sereen, several
dcldiers of Ming are fighting with & bunch of cave men
types. Torch says - "Looks like m fight between the
outer guards and Queen Lura's cave men! I must warn
the Emperor!" Torch stepa up to Ming and Zarkew, who
are engaged in a psuedo-sclentirie discussion, but Ming
brushes him awsy, not wishing to be disturbed. Torch
turns and marches awsy, back to the space-c-graph.

Back at the clty of the Sharkmen, Aure and Flash
come upon & Sharkman standing before m wall lined with
all kirda of switches and gauges, Aura = "We must
overpower the guardl™ Flash - "Why?" Aurma = "To aid
our escape!™ Plash Jumps the fellow and most of the
time we see the fight Iin shadows on the wall, This
shadew fleghting is nowhers near as effective as Michaesl
Curtiz would do a faw years later in the dueling
gzquences on fllms 1lke "Adventureg of Hobin Hood® and
"Sea Hawk". However, it at least shows somebody wanted
to do scmething besides stock stuff,

A Flagh throttles the Sharkman, Aurs pieks up &
ray-platol, dropped durirng the fight, and firea it at
the comtrol panel. Aura explsins that only by knecking
out the machline that provides sir and keeps the water
out of the elty, can they make good thelr escape.

Flash meks abeut Dale and Thun and Apra repliss = e
muan't think of them now!" Flagh = "I'm going back
after themi®

Back sgain in Ming's lab, we find Torch and the
dphge=o=graph operator still watching the sareen,
However, the imege on 1t now i3 the contral panel
Frincess Aura has just destroyed.

In kala's throneroom aloove, Dale 1s having great
difficulty in breathing. HKala - "Semething has happened
to the alr machinests

At the space-o-graph, Toroh orders ita operator to
find cut what 1= the matter. On the soresn we soe
panels atraining, as water 1ls trying to foroce its way
inte the palace. Dale falls to the floor urcenssious.
Enowing that they can not save themselves, Eala says to
Thun = "Cur only hope lies with Ming!®™ Az more and more
water rushes lmto the city, they try to get through to
Ming on the spage-o-graph.

Az you can tell, several things are happening at
ocnge, The rapid cuts from place to plece help greatly
in building up the fever piteh that now will lesd us
to the slimax of this inatellment.

Terch, seeing on the spRoe-c-graph, that the Shark
palace is starting to crumble, reces over to Ming to
tell him about this. Ming = "Why was I not informed
before?" Torch's reply is - "But your Majesty, I tried
te..." But we know differently, don't we. What he b=
pened to Queen Lura?!  Hmemm, What the seriml writers
had in mind 1% open to speculstion, but 1t's interest-
ing that the editors left in the footage which was the
beginninge of scmething that was obvicusly never re-
turned to. And why Queen Lura? In the strip, it is
Queen Azura who rules the seve world, Wes 1t her
soldlers shown on the space-o-graph earlier, before the
Shark city esquernce? Double Hmestl

Ming, Zarkov and Torch stand before the viewscreen.
Zarkov - "Can nothing be deme to save themf® Toreh =
"Teo late!" The screen shows Flash and Aurs race te the
thronercom, rivets strain, water pours down corrldora,
ard Eale turns knobs, Flash runs up, picks up Dale im
his arms. Flagh - "Thun! We've got to get out of
herei® Thun = "We haven't a chance!" PFlash - "Why
not?" kKala - "It's only a eouple seconds before the
ges will rush inl® As cur herces all turn to leave the
8lcove, they lock up to see m glant tidal wave coming
at them. Az the plature fades, our herces are completeo-
ly sbliterated from view, by & wall of water.

Chapter Five = "The Destroying Ray"

After the wall of water hits them, we see that our
cast of characters still are standing. Back at Ming's
laboratory, the Emperor says - "There meay be a chanee to
zave them, Zarkov!® Ming slowly walks mcross the 1ab to
& huge generator apparatus that wasn't there last chap-
ter. Mimg - "Thls generates 8 ray which countersctsz the
mAgnetic power that heolds the Shark palace under water,"
Then he orders = "Shut off all power in the laboratoryi"™
He works the contrels on the device. A beam of light
moves up from the center of the generator, reaching
towards the celling. Om the viewsoreen, we see a
erater in which the Shark city wes resting, as the city
rlses from the cocean floor. Ming turne off the machine
and they all return to the sereen. Zarkor - "The Shark
palace is above watert®

It 18 interesting to note, that part of chapter 3
and all of chapter & and the firat part of chapter 5
wag deleted when Universal released the feature wersion
"Rocketship®, 8 condensed version of the serials.

Ming orderz Torch to organize & rescue party to be
sent to the Shark city. Meantime, cur leads, Flash,
Dale, Thun and Frineees Aura, all sopplng wet, leave
the palace and enter & cave. That's right,..s cave,

You got mel? Am Torch leads a destachment of sscldiers
through an wnderground tunnel, apparently leading to
the Shark ecity, Zarkov sits before A vlew soreen, we
must assume, watching the reacus operationa. COreeping
atealthfully into the lab is a heavy set fella, who
watches Zarkov intently. His outfit 1s patterned
loogely after the one Barin wears in the comic strip.
He gpteps out revenlling himaself to Zarkow. (shame on
you Barint] Barin explains that he 1a the real ruler
of Mongo and that he wes dethroned az & ohild, by Ming
the Meroileszs, who killed his father. PBarin - "A
sclentlat of your genlus can ald me in overthrowlng
Ming." Barin and Zarkov clasp hands and they leave the
lab to regcue Flash and company. Moments later, 1in
Barin's rocket, which ia parked at the entrance of a
oave, they blast off. These gerlal writerse have really
got & thing about caves, don't they.

Gur cast emerge from a cayve mouth and start down
a rock strewn path that leads into & degolate lewvel
terrain. HNearby, winged Hawkmen are cireling to land.
Our herpea are on the way to Prince Thun'e kingdom...

& matter which they discussed while in the cave. Flash
aples the Hawkmen and Aura explains that they are Eing
Voltan's men and Thun adds that they are deadly enemies.
They atart te run for sover, but are jumped by the
Bawkmren., Flash yells for Thun to take the girls to
safety, ag he grapples with the winged men. Thun takea
of f with the girla, but Aursa drops behind and returns

to watch her beleved Earthman. A good thing too, for
Thun and Dale walk right inte the clutches of more
HBawkmen. Thun is knocked ocut, #nd he and Dale are borne
skyward, At the same moment, Barin's rocket ship is
landing im & nearby elearing. At the sight of reinforos-
mente, the Hawkmen, fightlng Flash, retreat. Zarkov



introduces Flash to Barin, Flash - "You came just in
timetl Aura, where's Dale?™ Aur tells him that the
Bawkmen have taken her and Thun away, Flash = "He'ye
got to find them at oncel® Aura - "No! There lsn't &
chance. King Wultan's palace 1a in the skyl" Barin -
"My rocket shilp is at your disposal.” Agalnst Aura's
wiahea, they rush to the rocket ship and with Bn ex-
ploalon, take off te the rTescue.

We now ghift our attentlion to the beautiful Sky
City of the Hawkmen, supported in the sky by beams of
light, Under haloes of brightly lighted tubes, the
besutiful Dele lies on & table. About her, stand
Bawkmen. King Vultan comes forward to see how the
reviving Dale is coming slong. We are in a chamber off
ko the side of Vultan's majestic throme room. A Hawk-
man gAys = "She is recovering, Sirel”™ Vultan - "What
has been done with the Llonman who was captured with
her?* Hawksan - "Why, he wag revived and sent to the
stop-furnsce, ns your Majesty ordered."” We are shown
Thun, in the atom=furnace, a8 he and other slaves,
atripped to the walst, showvel stuff into furnaces, A5
they are whiped by a Hawkman gunrd. And meantlime our
fri=nds=s, who are rockebine toward the Sky Cley, fre
spotted by Bawkmen lockouts. One 1s sent to report to
the king, On A& balcony is & glant gun, thet looks re=-
markably like & ptudle flood lamp, Hmmm. Back at the
table, Dale breathea heavily and calls out for Flash.
Vultan - "She calls for & Flaght We ghall have to
provide & Plasgh for her, if that's what sghe wants.
A HaFaHaBaHal" Vultan 1s 8 jelly fat man, isn't he?
Dale wakes up, and shook at the sight of thla blg
bearded fat man with wings, runs for the door. But her
way 1a barred by m guard. Oooh...has she got & nice
body. Oh well...h8ck toths stery. A soldier reporta
Barin'a rocket and Vultan orders it destroyed with the
melting ray, then he orders everyons from the throne
room. Vulbkan = "Can't you see I'm bosyTh® Do you
blame him gang?!

The men on the baleony recsive their orders to
destroy Barin's ship and proceed to do so. They turn
the may beam inte the heavens searching oot Barin's
ship. The ship 12 bathed in the light. Barin = "The
melting ray from Vultan's defence gunl...They're
trylng te destroy uat® Zarkov - "Then we're doomed!"
Barin - "Certainly are, 1f the may hits the shipl"

Back in the throne room, Voltan continees to chass
Dale arcund the palace, choekling all the while. He
swAggers around.,..Dale gets more and more nervous. She
standa in front of the throne, As he walks to the wall
to the right of his throne, a duplieate of Baymond's
drawing, whers he pushes A button., A wall papel slidea
away, and & bear, coversd with capdy stripes emerges.
Drle runs across the room and atands, back apainst the
wall, watohing as the bear comes closer, & ring in its
nose,

Baok inm the rocket ship, thinge are gettlng
hairier. They Just can not escape that ray. Aure asks
if thers isn't any way they can escape it., Barin tells
h=r the reslsto force of their rocket ship ia being
neutralized by the ray. Incidentally, Barin's dialeog
heres 12 Aubhed in. Rirhard Alexander, his back to the
capera, 4id not speak the dislog. It's 8 different
volce., Wonder what he really sald?

Her back to the wall, arme spread, Dale heaves her
bresste and bege Vultan to take the bear awsy, WVulten
ushera the bear back through the opening in the wall,
glving 1t a swat on the rump 8s it passes by him. He
gteps forward...she breathes deepar. He comes eloser
and Dale lockes ag Af she's really about to get 1t. The
pleture goes back as Vultan marches into the coemera,
Fade to the rocket ship, where Barin ls struggling with
the controls. All of & sudden there's an explosion &t
the front of the ghip, we hear Aurma scream, and the shilp
drops, falling through space. 3So eplsode 5 ends with
Flash, Zarkow, Barin and Aursa about to lose their lives,
and Dale about te lose her vwirglnity. Don't tell me



@ Zarkov, Barin, Aura and Flash on the reseus misaion
te free Dale and Thum from Vultan.

this rfirst batch of serisls was filmed for klds. We
know that first Ming apd now Vulten, want more then
Jist holding hAnds with Dale.

Chapter six = "Flaming Torture®"

The recap scenes of this chapter are in & gquite
different order than those ending the previous chapter,
fight after the printed synopsisz, we see Vultan, who
langhing bolstrouzly, is menacing Dale. He stepa to
the wall, and we have the bear bit. Dale =Zereans, take
him away. Cut te the ship, and this time while Barin
gives hisz line about the risiste force being neutralized,
we gee & close shot of Aura, leocking up mdoringly into
Flash's face. Last eplssde, it was & shot of the greup
standing at the front of the rooket, Barin seated at the
contrels. Hmmm?! The light bathes the ship, there 1s
the explosion, and 1t falls drapaticelly dewmmrd, The
officer at the lamp orders ancther to report %o Vultan
that his orders have been carried out., The ship falls,
Barin fights the controls, amd it suddenly stops.

Flagh - "What happened Barin? What stopped the rallf"
Barin - "We were saved by the gravity defying rays that
guppoart the Sky Cltyl" Zarkevr - "Then we're safe?t
Barin - "Asz King Vultan's priscners cur chanoes are
alimt ™

Back in the throne room, Voltan ushers the bear
through the wall entrence, slapas 1ts butt, then walks
menacingly toward the delicious Dale, I prefer this
method of intergrating the old scenes with the new, but
this -1z the only time they really do 1t, except when
they're cheating their way out of last weeks ocliff
hanger., We'll see a lot of this in "Trip to Mars® and
"Conguers the Universe",

Vultan tries te grab Dale, saying *Ahh, be Tremson-
ablel™ He pulls her to him., As they strugzle, they are
interrupted by the scldiers thet bring in the priscners;
Flasgh, Zarkev, Barin and Aura, Dale runs and throws her
arme arcund the manasled Flash.

Flash and Barin are sentenced to the furnpace rocms,
Zarkov- to Voltan's laboratery and Aura & prisconer, to
keep her father Ming, from attRcking the Sky City.
Meanwhile, Torch informs Ming they've found an injured
Hawkman who tells them that Flash and the others have
gone with Barin, in his roocket ship, to rescus Dale.

Mi - "ihere Voltan will no deubt sompel the Earth-
giﬂ to marry him. It's & hablt of hisl" You should
talk, Ming? Of Barin, he comments - "Barin, aye...I
thought that trecherous pretender would interfers."
Ming orders his rocket fleet prepared to fly to the Sky
City to teach Vultan m meeded lesaon.

Back mt the Sky City Zarkov ia told hie friends
wlll continue feeding radium to the Atom furnaces until
he discovers a new foree to keep the Sky City aloft.
Aura, in the meantime convineea Dale that the only way
to save Flagh's life 1s to convinee Wultan that she
loves him, She attempts this At & banguet that evening.
Apra stepe close to Vultan mnd tells him that the Earth-
glrl finds the men of Mongo more attractive than those
of her own planet. WVultan is pleased at thls. "My
1ittle dolll™ He leana toward Dale and she shrinks

away from his advances.

The scene changes to the furnace room,
where Flagh, Barin and Thun are feeding the
Atom furnsces. Thun and some other skinny

ﬂ shell of & man turn & wheel that regulates

the opening and elosing of the masasive
furnece docrs. BKearby, & Hawkman turns the
large disle of what could be a glant clook,
Possibly & device mlss connected with the
opening and elosing of the furmece door. We
mentlon it here, because 1t serves ne purpose
other than to suggest something is going on.
It has no function. Perhaps it was inspired
by the movie "Metropolla", Who osn eay. It
locks good, but makes mo sense. The skinny
goy, working with Thun, falls to the floor
unoconeclous. A Hawkman goard begins to whip
him and Flash attacks. As the battle rages,
an alarm scunds which Vultan hears in the ban-
quet hall. Vultan arrives and restores ardaer,
Informed by the Captain of the guard, that
Flash omused all the trowble, Voltan ordere
him to the Static Eoom! To test Dale's love
for him, Valtan brings her to the Statie
Boom, where she sees Flash hanging suspended
between two poles, In front of him, large
rods are coming together. As they meet,
sparks explode all over the plaece, Flash is
belng eleccriouted. Dele sorsams. The rods
meet agaln end sparks fly a&ll over Flash's
bedy. Hla body gees limp, snd Flash ig seeming=
1y killed by the electriesl curremt,
While slmost all the events of the films

are based on the events of the strip, they do

- not appear on the sereen in the game order as
in Baymond's narrative. In the strip, Dale decldes on
her own to try mnd save Flash by her wits...by pretend-
ing to prefer Vultan to Flash., In the atrip, Farkow
gho¥els ridlum along with Barin, Thun mand Flash.
Frinoess Aura i3 not a hestage of Wultan, but & guest ;
there to seek her revenge on Flash for spurning her
love. There is some inwolvement with Vultan's other
wivee, which is not u=ed by the sereen writera. We'll
continue with the file version, And from time to time
refer to its lnspiration point from the colored Sunday
mage,

Chapter seven - "Shattering Doom"™

Vultan, to test whether Dale loves him, 1matead of
Flazh, takes her to the Static Room, where Flash is be-
ing electrocuted. Dale sereams - "Stop it = Stop 1td®
Flash haz gone limp. WVulten - =S50 you do love the
Earthman!* Dele - "Ho, but I cam't bear to se=e him
torturedt™ Dale can atand it no lomger, and ahe swoons,
Vultan rushes forward to grab her, and he does,.,.the sly
dog, by placing hie laft hand under her left breast,

She 1a then taken away to the maids in wmiting, Aura
rushes forward, & ray pistel in her hapd, and commands
Vultan to release the Earthman. Vultan doesn't, but
after Aura explaing he'll never wid Dale's love Af he
kills Flash, he orders him brought dewn. Flash is order-
ed brought to the lab, where Zarkov will counteramct the
shoek and smve him, Zarkev has been busy, while all this
was golng on. He has dlscovered a new force to keep the
Sky City aloft, btut his exultation is interrupted by the
arrival of Aura and the Bawkeen earrying the unconsclous
Flash. Zarkov saves Flash, by placing him in & device
that resembles & hollow ireom lung, ite interisr limned
wWith circolar neon tubes. Zarkov activates the machine
and Flash'e body 1= bathed in the light of the tubes.
Aure - "Will he 1live?" Zarkov - "Yasz,,."

Back at the throne room, we find Dele and Vultan,
Bhe no longer wears the haresm type white wedding outfit
that showed her soft flgure off to sush good advantage .
Ber body is now covered, from head to toe, by a medieval
t¥pe gown...but you can still tell how nlee Jean Hogers
wae bullt. I'm sarry...my mind ia wandering. Hoo Haht
Vultan, attempting to amuse Dale, proceeds to make
shadow plotures with his hands on the well, Man, this
Vultan is a renl ocard.

Flash is pulled from the stimulater. by Zarkov and
Aure. Flash removes Aura's erms from sbout his neck, as
he says - "I'p grateful to you for saving my life..."
Aurs - "I want more than your gratitudel” Kow, you tell
me, after the way she delivered that line, that this
show wie made for kids. Yavoem! Flash = "I'm ap Earthe
man. Scmpeday I hepe to go back to my own planet, and
if I do, Dale Arden goes with me!® Boyl, is Aurda madder
than hops, at these words, Flash turmz te leave the
laboratory. A guard yells - "Stop!"™ Flagh stops, and
turna back in the direction of Aurs. She grabs an
scetylene torch off Zarkev's desk and menasces Flash
with 1t, Aurea = "Promise me you'll never see Dale
Arden again, or I Adwear by the Great God Tao you'll
never see anything againl" Flash stares at her, re-
Tuslng to say anything, She holds up the torch to hia



chest, as if about te ralse it to his fEce...but his
cold stare unhlnges her., She drope 1t, and runs of f,
heartbroken. The guards try to take Flazh back to the
furneces, but he escapes. Flash rens into the throne
room to laterrupt Vultan who 12 presenting Dale with

8 box of pretty jewels and baubles. He is rromptly
recaptured by Vultan's seldlers and returned to the
furnace room. To prevent any more trouble from Flash,
Zarkav 18 ordered to AattAach & wite to Flash'e wrlst and
the other end to the furnsce room control boerd. Flash
ie told that If he causes anymore trouble, a switch
will e thrown, and he will be elestrocuted lnstantly.
As Zarkov leaves the furnAace room, his eyes dart fur-
tively, as if searching for something. Flash sullenly
returns to work, now wired for electricity.

A towar sentry spies the approaching space fleet
of Ming the Mercileas. Vultan hears the alarm, as
Frincess Aure walks up to him and vowa that new he will
answer to her father for his deflance? Dale 1a ordered
brought into the throne room.

Bazk mt the rfurnace room, & shift chamge is salled
and Thun, Barin and Flash doggedly shuffel to alt and
rest behlnd the short lead wall that is in the center
of the furnsoce room. OCut of slght of the guards, Zarkov
aneaka lnte the room and ereeps to Flash's side. He
telle Barin to get a shovel. Zarkovy = "I'm going to
take this wire apd attach 1t to the handle of & shovel...™
Flagh - "What for?" Zarkov - "Wwhen the time comes, you
throw the shovel in the atom furnace, Repepbhar...onos
you've thrown the showel, your lives depernd upon you
reaching the shelter of this lead wnll." Zarkov com=-
pletes his work and snedks back out of the room. The
guards ocall for & shift change, 80 aur heroes return
to thelr work.

Agajin in the throne room, Ming and his retlnoe
enter and mareh to Vultan's throne, where the Hawkman
gtends with the girls. Flag - "I come not for plessurs,
but to punishl®™ WVultan - "Before your Majesty makes
ldle threats, you had better consider your positlon and
your present surroundings!" At these words all the
doora to the thivie foum open and In march Bawhkmen
carrying thelr ray rifles, Ming = "You dare to threaten
your Emxperor!® WVultan - "No-o-o...but perhape we had
better talk it over." To this poinkt in the strip, WVultan
htgs been a real aon af & Blteh...not Ehe comie opera
type heavy he's been so far on the screen.

In the furmmce room, Flash holde hia shovel so that
i1t loocks as if the wire 1s still attached to his wriskt.
At 8 moment when the guards aren't looking, Flash leans
townrd Barin, whe ia shovellng next to him and =ays =

*Ready, Barin?® Barin - "Heady!" Flash sand Barln
throw their shovel lo&ds inte the furnace and Flash shouts
{in & dubbed in volee track...1t's not Crabbe) "Go far

the wall, men!™ Flagh battlesz a guard with his showel,
while the others rush for the safety of the lead wall.
Flash turns and throws his shovel into the furnace, AS
the deor again apena. At the same instant a gusard
throwa the swlteh whiech he believes will kill the
troublepaker Plash., Flash, who i3 leaping over the

it Flasgh assiste the fallen wheel turner who has been
O getting whipped for falllng down on the Job.

4t to 51 lead wall, is in mid=-ailr as the shovel
enters the furnace and the room 1a filled with a
blinding explosicn.

Chapter elght - "Tournament of Denthh

Obvicusly, Flash has lept acrcas the wall,
to escape lo2ing hils 1ife in the fantastic ex-
plosion that follows his horling of the showel
inte the ater furnece. He and his frisnds rush
from the furnéce room, 85 Flash yells they've got
to get Dale. They burst inte the throne room only
ko be captured sgaln. Meanwhlle, Barin has run
to get Zarkev in the laboratory. Aura snd Iale
plead for Flash apd Thun's llves to ne ayall.
They #re placed in frent of the soldlers of Vultan,
who take careful aim with thelr ray rifles. As
they are about to fire, the palace soddenly begins
to ghake. There is chaoa and confuslon, and we
see & lonmg shot of the city as 1t beglins to tip.
Flash, with sword in hand, makez his way up to
the throme, straight toward Vultan. At that
moment, Zarkov ruzhes in shouting - "Stop...stopt
The atom furnace has been destroyed! The beams
which suppert the city are dying out, but I have
dlgcoversd & new ray whish will save the sityi”
Vultan orders the dootor to use it at onoe,
Zarkov argees, on one comdition...that his friends
be glven thelr liberty. Vultsn promlses, swearing
by the Great God Teo. Zarkov returne te the lsb
and pushes & button on hla device...and Gol-ege...
all kindz af mad-lab things happen. O course,
the ¢lty returns toc its normal posltion. Zarker =
"It's A success! My friends are now freet®
King = "Not That promise asball not be keptl”
Tultan = "I have sworn by Tec! My word ls gooddl™
Ming - "As Emperor of the Universe, it ia my right
to call a Tournament of Death,..snd the Earthman
willl have to enter 1tl" WVultan = "But if he aur-
viveg, I hold you to his right = likerty, & king-
dom of his own and the bride of his cholcel”
Ning = "Yes,...Hsh, if he survives!®

The Tournament of Momgo in the comle etrlp,
ig 8 beautifuvl levish and barbarle happening,
packed with violence and splendor. The serial
makers plan thelr tournament too, but budsget ard
size of cast dicteates that scme things wlll have
to be changed. There'll be no hordes of Aarmies
of different réces, no mammoth bowl-sheped arena.
nene of the romance apd intrigue that catches
Aure, Barin, Flash and Dale in 1ts web, as oan be
found in the atrip. Bot, that doesn't mean 1t
san't atill make the same statement...Granted, &
Bit slmpler, but none the less, the same basle
gtatement ma the strip. Let's continue.

On film, Barin adds - "[o not forget, your
Ma jesty, the same applies to anyone elee forced
into the tournament, and emerges vietorious!®
vultan - "I will order the tournament to commence






at oneel" It takes place 1n the area arena befors
Vultan's throne, in hie palacs.

The firat event plts Flash sgalinst the mighty
pasked swordsman of Mongmo; & large fellow, whose head
is draped inm & black hood. Of course, to anyone in the
theater audlence who has ever seen Frince Barln, they
have a pretty good idea who he ia, A wery dull sword
ficht, which 18 over long, happene on the sereen. As
the supposidly furloue flght goes on, everyone watehing
with songerted interegt, Vultan aske Ming who the
pasked champlon 1s. HMing tells him that he iz the
fireat swordsman in all Mongo. After what seemz like
about two and & half days, Flash is able to cateh the
tip of his award in the top of his opponents hood, un-
pasking him. Hold on folks...It's Frince Barinli!
Barin - "I'm sorry Flash...l was farced into thist®
Flash - "I might of Eilled youl" Weltan - "Clever trap,
Ming. But the Earthman won!" MNing - "Yes...He won the
right to flzght the mighty beast of Hongol"
Cn his way to his chambers, Flash recelves an explanation
of why Barin entered the tournament. Barin hoped that
he might wound Flash suffislently to satisfy Ming, or
that Flash would k11l him, thereby ending hls misery.
Flagh - "Misery?" Barin - "I love Princess Aural”™ He
exits. Thun caukions Flash that he will mext fight &
huge orangapolid...a beast that no man can conquer.
Flash says he must fight it to save Dale. Flash reenters
the arema, curtains at the far end of the room open, snpd
there, 1m 811 its glory, is the =acred orangapolid...a
giant ape with & rubber....oope...sharp horm on its fore-
head., Flash doeg auch & double take, 1t's almost comlesal.
The beast cloges with Flash and 1t begins te leek bad.

The chapter ends with the beast bearing Flash te the floer.

Dale screams...fade out.

One ean only apeculate. I8 the crangapoid thrown ln
the serial, by the writers, to make up for leaving out
all the other menmces of Aaymond's tournament?

Chapter Nine = "Fightlng the Fire-Dmmgon®

While Flash 1=z apparently being overcome by the
superior strength of the ssecred horned orangapold,
Princess Aurs has & hurrled whiapered conversatlion with
the High Friest of Mongo. Aura - "Is there no Wway & mAan
can conquer the sacred orangapoldf?® FPrlest - "There is &n
aneient legend.,..™ Aursd - "Tell mel® Priest - "There iz
& white gBpot at the throat!™ Frincess Aura rushes &oross
the throne rcom, grabs a spear from a startled guard, and
rung into the arena area, where Plasgh ig fighting for his
1ife, Ming jumpa to his feet yelling - "My daughter =i
Get her out of thersl" WVultan = "Hol By ¥our own lawas,
Ming, those who enter the arepa must remalint®
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4t Flash's side, the princess hands ocur hero the lance
apd whispers in his ear, Flash turns, snd drives the
spear into the throat of the hairy beast, that then
glumps te the floor portally wounded. Ming - "Someons
betrayed the secret of how the orangapold could be slainl"
(turning to the High Friest]) "Ae High Priest 1t 1s your
duty to fird the traitor! Death will be his punlahmenti”
If anly Mlng knew he was addressing the very man who
ratted to Frincess Aura. Oh well.

The tournsSment has been won, but crafty Ming, saying
the arena of desath iz hardly the place for a celebratlion,
declares that the victora will receive thelr rewards three
days thence, at his palace on feast day. As you recall,
in chapter Ei, when rewards of the Tournament of Death
were mnnounced, the rewsarde were freedom, & bride apd a
kingdom. However, the kingdom ldea was left out in
shapter 9, Obvleusly, the writers and producer, at this
polnt, are faced with changing the lecale of the advent-
ureg, adding whole new ocsats and armles, if they intend
to follow Baymond's mearrative. It becomes apparent to
only use Haymond ma ineplration, rather than & blueprint.
Ag mentlened before, to retain audlence ldentificatleon
and interest, from week to week, 1t was necessary to keep
the cast of eharecters intimate., So, 1t is at this polnt,
the atrlip and the filme go thelr seperate ways., The
latter only occassionaly borrowing ltems from the formera
narrative and lneorporating them into the fllm scenario.

Baek on £1lm, Thun appologizes, but he 13 returning
to his fether's kingdom, not wishing to enter Ming's
palace again. Flash and the bearded licnman shake hands,
vowing to meet edch other again., A scene qulte easily
inspired by that parting sequence between Flash and Barin
in the strip.

He are now back on Mongo, and let's eavesdrop on
part of & conversation between Ming and his Hlgh Friest.
Ming - "Now that we're back 1n my own domain, I shall
sgsume contrel of the situwation!™ In the lab, are Flash,
Dale and Zarkov. The two men are confldent that all is
well, but Dale is worried, not trusting Ming. Dale
worders 1f the people on Earth can see them up thers on
Mongo.

At this point, let me polnt out that this 1s not
the same laboratory =et used 1n the opening eplsocdes.

It 18 smaller, and no longer high ceillinged Ag before.
Why the change?

Zarkoy assures Dale that he's positive they can,
and that the sounda comlng over the radio set he's
gitting at are contact waves from the Earth. Zarkov
vows he will not rest, untll communiecation has been made.

Meantime, Ming and the High Prieast continue to plot.
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Friest - "Pregsenta of Elng Vultan here
complicates matters.” Ming = "Vaoltan has
very foolishly placed himeelf in ny power,
The Earthman Gordon must be removed. ..
seoretly and defipately.® Priest = °It ghall
be done, your Emjestyl® Ming - "Remember,

it 1= elther he or you...the cholee should
not be Aiffisultln

The High Prisst tricks Frinceas Aura
into helping him. He tells her that she and
Flash could 1ive in happiness in the Sacred
Palape of Tau. 411 she would have to do is
drug Flash and bring him to the Tunnel of
Terror. There, she would sdminister a sesond
drug that would erase all eemory of the past.
When Flash awoke, the firat rfase he would
Bee wolld be Aura's, (Editerlal Comment -
And ker 40" bust) Aura comments that the
Fire Koneter, thet guards the Tunnel of
Terrer, would never let them pass te the
Sanred Palace. Prlest - "At the mystlc haur
of midnight, the Fire Monster will be fast
asleep, and nothing but the smsred zeong cam
Brouse him, I promise you the gong Wwill not
ringt" It'e written all over Aureiz faece, ..
at last she will possesa the man she wants
more than anything else in the warld. She
agreeal (Mote = The fire breathing dragon
wust be the brother of the drmagon Thun killed
in the Tunnel of Terror back in chapter thres.
That Tunnel of Terror lesde te a lot of
different places. Huh, seng!)

The plan works. Barin and Plash drink
drugged wine, that they think King Vultan
haz sent them. As both men sleep, Aurs and
her soldiers slip into the room Bnd spirit
the unconaclous Flash away on n stretoher.

A short time later, Zarkey Finds the un-
constlous Barin and after reviving him, real-
ize they are vilotims of & trick, Suspeoting
Princcoa Aura of thils Lrwachery, SarHow,
Barin, Weltan and Dale set out to Find her.
ALt her apartment, they rind the fellow who
delivered the drugged wine and forae infor=
mation from him.

At the Tunnel ef Terror, Aurs has adeinistersd the
second drug and is about ta enter the tunnel, when a
scldier rushes up warning that Frince Barin and the
cthera are on the way., The High Pricat exelaims that
if the Earthman i1s rescued, his head will be forfe i1ted.
Aura and her Flash-bearers rush into the smoke filled
tunnel...but the dirty High Priest turns apd etrikes
the gong. It awakes the terrible fire breathing
dragon, that lumbera forth from the smeke F£111ed reges-
822 of the cavern. The soldiers run in stark terror and
Aura screams, Aura - "You treiterl You'tve destroyed
Flash Gorden!" Friest - "I haye cbeyed my Emparorkn
Az Barin and the others rush into the entrance, they ses
the d;ﬂgqn about to destroy Flash with 1ts lethal bad
breath.

Chapter ten - "The Unseen Feril®

Well, it leeks like the High Priest has successfully
carried out the orders of hiz Emperor...to rid Kongo of
the Earthman! After castigating the High Friest for his
treachery, Aura rughes back into Ehe tunnel to atand
beside her beloved. ZEarkev yells - "Ir11 destroy it
with this grenade!"” and with that, the clever scientist
pulls & gremade from his belt ond throws 1t full into
the yawning mouth of the hidecus fire-drageon. MNow rou
know why they emll the good dostor a genius. It isn't
E¥ery aclents who is prepared for every eventuslity as
he is...n Erenads, no less. Anyway, the expaated
happens. When grenade and the hot bresth of & fire
breathing dragon come together, it spells tad news rar
fire dragona, in anybody's book! Priest - “Sacrllege. ..
You've killed the Fire Iragon that guards the Sacred
Palace of the Gremt God Tesl®™ He curses Zarkov,

Zarkov inspeots the still ferm of his young friend.
Dale locks at Zarkew, her eyes pleadinge for aome kind
of good news. Zarkev tells her that Flash has besn
Elven » powerrul drug and that he can revive him, but
lan't sure he can destroy the effects of the drug.
Boy, does Dale sneer at Prinerss Aura, who stands, her
head held high, centemptious of the obthera. Fade out.
Later, in the throne Toom of Emperor Ming, we learn
that Zarkov falled to destroy the effects of the drug.
When Flasgh 13 to choese his bride, he statesz that he
does not wish to choose a bride among strangera. He
Teoognlzes no one! Hing Vultan protestz and accuses
the High Friest amd Aura of being responaable for
Flash's condition. Ming orders Vultan talen away to
the dungeons.

The only similarity between this portion of the
film and the strip, wasz on Hay 5, 1935, After b= ing
capturad by Queen Agzura, queen of the Blus Magic Mamn,
Flazh drinks Lethlum, and loses him memory. Flash dces
not recognize DAale or any of his other friends (5-12-3%5)

@ Offiger Torch - "Cbey...or your friends die with youl "

Dr. Zarkev - "Ensy bDoy...S3tand hers!" Meaning the metal
panel in the backerourd, from which he wWill make Plazh
Inwlisible.

and instead vows hiz loyalty and love to Azura.

On rilm, Zarkev at work in the laboratory, is in-
terrupted by Parin whe bursts in informing the dootor
that Flazh had been given the drops of forgetfulness and
had gone awey With Princess Aura. He alas explains that
Voltan protested and was imprisoned by Ming. Zarkov =
"Bring Flash here, at enee, I can countermct the
effects of the drugl" Barin = "I doubt if he'll come.
He knows none of his friends!" Zarkeov = "Get him
away from the princess! I will prepare for his safety,
and go to you At oncel" When Berin tries to get Flash
to leave with him, Aura tells Flash that Barin 13 some-—
one come to harm her. Herolc protector that he is,
Plash jumps tc hiz feet, sword drawn and attacks., While
the battle rages, Aum nervously makes her way to an
avenue of escape from the apartment. A8 the two men
exchangze blews, Zarkov comes in through the door, grabs
Flash from behind and shouts for Barln to knook Flash
out! The prince deez, with the hilt of his sword, I
guess Zarkov didn't want to see apnother 12 dey boring
fight betwesan Flash and Barin again, so soon after the
other dud. Chhh...Hicheel Curtiz, where are you!

Aurs has eseaped, and our heroes rush, with the
unconelous Flash, to the laboratory; hoping to get there
before Aura warns Ming,

Entering the lab, Zerkov instructs Dale to look the
doecr after them, which she doeal Zarkov thken proceeds
Lo restore Flash'as memory, with a atrange machine he
lowers from the ceiling. Hemember how &t the opening
of this eplsode, Zarkov wasn't sure he could destray the
effects of the drug? Well, as you <an see, sclence
never sleeps, or &t least writers don't pay attention to
what they've written, or...Hmem. The process succeeds
and Flash's memory i= returned. However, Ming has sent
Toreh and his men to Zarkev's lab ta k11l Flash and they
arrive &t just this moment. Torch opens the door and he
end hls mwen march into the room, te stand before Flash,
mle, Zarkev and Barin, By the way, thisz was the dcor
locked (7] by Dale., Plash starts to grapple with Torch,
but 13 restrained by Zerkev, who asks Flesh to stand
azalnst & large metal panel en the wall. Torch erders
his men to shoot, but before that can happen, Zarkov,
amlling, flips a switeh on & control board and before
the astonished eyes or everyone, Accompanied by A
scress from Dale, Flash disappears fron sight!

Agaln the eonly commectlon between thiz and the
strip happens on July 14, 1935. In the strip, Piash
regaing hie memory, when Dale smd Zarkov, who are
laboring in Azura's kitehens, dissaver Lethium ia being
put inte Flash's drink and keep him from mrtaking of
it. Warned by Tmle, Flash forces AZurs to drink the
drug of forgetfulness and shortly thereafter he regains
his memory. It 18 now Azura who can remember nothing,



Chapter Eleven - "In the olaws of the Tigron®

At the sight of the disappearing Flash, the guards
Junp back, and in & paniec they rush freom the laborstory.
Dale and Barln soon discover from 2arkov that it waa he
who méde Flash disappsar, Zarkov exzplains that he's
discovered o ray that will render a human being in-
vialble, Comforting Dele, that Flash still has planty
of 1life left in him, the doctor reverses the prooess,
tringing Flash back to visibility. Zarkev further ex-
plaing that as yet he knows not how long the invisible
peracn mAay remaln so, but mgainat the pleas of Dale,
Flash convinees Zarkev to Again render him imviaible,
so that he may pay a vislt to Ming unseen. Oneoe again,
Flach is pade invielble, and we see the door of the lab
open and close, a5 1f by mAgic, as the invisible Earth-
man exita.

In hle throne room, Ming is recelving an exoited
report from Torsh &nd his men about Flesh Gordon.
Hing - "You expect me to believe this impossible tale?i™
Toroh = "I speak the truth, your Ma jeaty! My men will
bear me out in thist™ Ming - "Bring 1ln Flash Gordon,
deéd or alivel If you fall, your 1ife will be forfet-
tadl™ 411 of & sudden, Ming 1s violently thrown back
in hia throne, elutching despsrately at his thrsat.
Flash - "Flash Gordon i3 here, your Malesty, and very
nuch alivel Unlesa you release my friends, this is
only & sample of what's in store for youl" King's
soldiers try to find the invisible mensce to no awvail,
Flagh = "I could take your worthless 1ife, Ming...but
because of your daughter, Frinee Barin asks that your
life be spared!™ Ming (having been released) = "Don't
let "em escape! Guard the door!™ The soldiers rush te
do Bo, but the invisible Plash is too much for them,
Unable to lay thelr hands on him, Flash tosses them

vielently about, The invisable Flash yells up to Ming,
from near the doorway. Flash - "I warn you Ming - thie
is only & eample! HKeep your hands off my frienmdst I
ghall be watching you alwaysi" We see the large door
of the throne room close behind him.

In the comic strip, Flash also becomes inviaible,
but under different circumstances. Queen Azure has re-
g8ined the throne Flash has wrested from her, and Flash,
Zarkov and Dale Are foraeed to flee the sapitol olty of
this underground kimgdom. While Azura's men searsh for
them, Zarkov apends two daya and nightz completing hia
light machine with which he makes Flasgh invielble.
(B=11-35) Casting only & shadow, which fills Azura's
man with gtark terror, Flash pays a wislt to Azura at
her palace, whers he kidmaps the gqueesn. Ultimately,
ghe will becom= his ally against Ming.

Back on film, Ming realizes that Flasgh's invisi-
bllity 1ls & result of Zarkeov's work 1n Ming's own lab.
Ming declsres the machine must be destroyed, but Aure
adds - "But not until the Earthman has agaln becoms
visiblel" Ming angersd = "I've preserved the 1life of
this Earthman long encugh, becsuse of your whimsl Now
I =" Aura sgtops him by pointing out that Ming can not
fight & man that can't be seen. She convinoes her
father to leawve them in the lab and that, with the help
of & guard, she will find scme way to overhear their
sonversation.

Heantime, down in the dungeons, the invislble
Flash has relessed Vultan, by scaring the guards ocut
of thelr wits. He and Vultan then return to the Iab,
where Zarkov, Barin and Dale are waiting. United
agaln, the doctor tells them they must prepare their
rocket shlp for flight to Vulten's sky clty and from
there to the Earth. However, first the dooctor onoe




again attempts to communicate with the planst Earth,
This tlme Zarkov 1z successful. He explains to Frof.
Gordon that they have very little sending power left,
but they are making preparations to take flight from
Mongo to return to Earth. The sclentlsts on Earth are
elated to find cut that Flash ie alive and that Zarkor
has conquered space. Communication 1s agaln lost.
Invisible Flash, Vultam and Zarkov load the recket ship,
wWhile Barin and Dale guard the invisibility machine.
The invisibllity machine must be guarded, because
Zarkov has pointed out thet If anything happens te it,
he dossn't know how he chn brimg Flash back to visi-
bility. Princess Aura and a frulty-eyed soldier
listen to everything from & rarrow inner wall bevond
the lab. To do thia, they use n listening device
dropped down the inaide wall of the lab, Trom & small
searet opening in the ceilimg. Barin spote the device
and takes Dale to safety in the satacombs under the
palage,

The fruity-eyed seldier reports to Ming and Ming
orders a atrong body of soldiers to the lab., Just then
Aura arrives and tells her father that she will fipd
Dale Arden for him, but he iz mot to toush the invisi-
bility machine until Flash has mgain become visible.
She leaves and the crafty Emperor instructs Tarch to
ﬁiutmr Flash Gordon instantly where ever they fimd

M.

Frincess Aura instructs the mistreas of the
Sacred Tigron to mssist her in locating Dale in the
myriad of caverns beneath the palace., The Tlgron can
follow 8 trail anywhers, ac supplying the Elrl with
one of Dale's sandals, so the Tlgron can get her acsnt,
they set out upon thelr search.

Meantime, Zarkov, Vultan and the invisible Flash
return to the lab to discover thet Dale and Barin have
disappeared. A5 they ponder the fate af their friends,
Terch and his soldlers march intc the lab

Empetror. They set gut for the throne room. As they
enter, Hing shouts = "Selze them!™ Barin, sword drawn,
orders Ming to tell his men to withdraw., He tells Ming
thmt if 1t wasn't for the love he hes for Aura, he
would klll him. Ning addresaing Aura - "I'm delighted
to learn that you look wlth favor upon Frince Barinl

I gee no reason why we should not live In peace untll
such time 88 the Earth people return to their own
sphere!™ While Ming is having his forced change of
heart, Terch haa returned to the lab where he orders
the invi=sibility machine destroyed. Zarkov proteats,
but to no amil.

Meantime, Barin orderz Ming to proclaim the Earth
people free at once. He does 2o and Flash ie told he
can go to the laboratory and inform Zarkov of hls free-
dom. At the lab, Flash and Dale find Zarkov upset
because hia invislblllty machine has been destroyed.
Baving been informed by Flash that they're free and
confirmed by the guard that escorted Dale and Flash,
the soldlera leave Zarkov, Vult&n, Flash and Dale
alone. (if you can call that alone) HNot trusting
Ming, our heroes declde to lemve for Vulten's sky city
as soon A5 posalble. Barin and Aura arrive to imguire
if the Earth people are not pleased with thelr new
found freedom. Of course our friends are happy, but
skeptical., Barin says he's sure Ming 18 aincere 1n hils
wish to be rid of Flash and the othera. PFlash - "You're
rlght, therel But 1t's how he wants teo get rid of ua
that concerns mel” Barin tells them he will prepare
his rocket ship for fllght at once! TVultan - "Our
departure must remaln secretl” Barin sagrees to meet
them with hia ship outslde the palace walls., The
place...the turret house at the lake of rocks.

While Barin loads hls rocket aship, Ming's sples over-
hear him telling & compenion (who 1s only here this ome
moment, so that Barln can be overheard, by someone

demanding te know the whereabouts of Flash
Gordon. Flash - "Here I am!"™ and Toreh drops
to hls knees, flghting the inviaible hands
that cluteh at hls thromt. Before our syes,
we gee Flash becowms visible, in & very nice
plece of trick photegraphy. Apparently the
effects of the ray have worn off. Flash
throws Toreh to the floor amd turns to ses
Frince Barin rumning into the lab., Barin
explains to Flash what he has done with Dale,
and leaving Vultan and Zarkev to fight the
goldiera, the two leave to fetoh her from the
cave. In that very same cave, Princess Aura
and the other chieck, come ever closer to Dale.
The Tigron tears locse and bounds down the
corridor, followed by the running girl and
princess. The Tlgron spots Dale and springs
upon her, bearing her to the ground, Fsde out,

Chapter twelve = "Trapped in the Turret®

Az the Tigron bears Dale to the ground,
Flash and Barin rush into the cave whers the
Earthgirl is being mauled. (Which, by =ome
miracle leaves not one scratch on her bedy.)
Flagh leaps into the save, and heroleally
grapples with the Tigron. The fight 18 not
long, and Flash breaks the cat's neck with &
full nelson.

It might be interesting to polnt out that
Flasgh kills a Tigron in & similar fashion on
Sunday page 6=3=34 and Baymond hasz Flash
breaking the neck of & Terrot in thla same
manner, Desc. 25, 1938,

Flash = "I guess I got here just in timeld®
Frincess Aura watohes as Flash and Dale stand
in a gentle embrace. Barin steps close to the
princess. Barin - "Frineess Aura,..why did
Fou do this?" Aurm = "I'm not accountable to
you for my actlcens, Frince Barin!® Barin -
"fou do not hope to win the regard of Flash
Gorden by destroying the woman he loves! I've
won the friendship of the Earth people by
helping them...you should do the samel"

Aura contemplates the wilzdom of Frince Barin's
worde. She says - "Alright...we'll help them!"
Hey...How about this cheange in character in
Aure? After 11 eplscdes of lusting after
Flasgh's bedy, she does this about-face and
allies heraelf with Barin to help the Earth
people...to win Flagh'as "regard", aa Barin
puts 1t, Ch well...that's women for you.

From lust to regard. Incredulous A&a it seems,
Dale and Plash sccept this change in Aura's
chapactart

Back at the lab, Torch and his men hawve
taken Zarkov mnd Vulten prisoner. Torch in-
forms Zarkov that Ming is prepared to over-
look the dootor's recent amctions if he will
divulge the secret of the invlsibility
machine. Zarkeor refuses.

Meantime, Aura assures her friends (7)
that she will intercede with her father, the
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Flash and Dale return to the lah where they Inform Zarkov
and Vultan of thelr freedom., Toreh hes Just wrecked the
invisibllity machine. 4
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spenking aloud) whers he will meet the others.
Back at the lab, Flash and Zarkov communieste
with Prinmce Thun of the Lionmen, on their space-o-graph.
They instruct thelr bearded friend to meet them ot
Vulten's palace, but as you will see next episode, he
gets lost somewhere on the way, and goes the wrong way.
We now see BArin's rocket ship rise from 1ts restlng
place and take to the mir., Next Flash, Dale, Zarkev,
Aure &nd Vultsn emerge from & ¢ave cpening lnto the sen
of rocks, which iz & large elearing in mountalnous
country. The ground is covered by boulders, lylng here
srd there...the sea of rocks..,clever? Asross the rock
strewn clearing 1s the mouth of Bnother cave, in which
can be seen steel rivited doors. As our heroes head
toward 1%, they see an approaching rocket ship. Flash
says it must be Barin's ship. The ship flies lower and
fires upon them. All wonder why Barln would de that.
They heve no time to ponder the matter, for the ship
again fires upon them. They open the doors of the
turret house and rush inside. The shlp fires agsln,
It*z blast hits the doora, and there follows & great
exploslon, We sre left with the impresslon that our
heross have been blown to smithereens.

Chapter thirteen = "Hecketing to Earth”

The door of the turret house is blewn to slivera.
Flash azks Aura if there iz any other way out of the
place. Aura = "Yes,..the trap door!"™ And sure encugh,
they're stending on a trap door. Talk about lucky -
Gol-leese! Our friends just make 1t in, as another
blagt destroys the interior of the turret house.

Ming has been watching, on his space-o-graph, and
gz the lagt shell explodes 1n the cave, ke turna off
hiz viewsoresn and turns to Prince Barin, who 1s re-
strained by gusrds. Ning = "That finishes Flash Gordon
and hls friendal™ Barin - "You murderer!" Ming - "Fub
him in the dumgecn!" and Barin 1z taken away. Well,
at least we know that Frinee Barin wasn't in that rocket
ship.

- KEing Voltan 1s slightly injured by the last ex-
plosion mnd Zarkov urges that they ge=t to the leb foat,
g0 he may care for the hawkman properly. On thelir way
to the lab they come upon the guards escourting Barin
to the dungeons, Aura - "Why, it's Prince Barint...4
prisonert® Flash - "So he wAsn't in the rocket ship,
after 811l" They hide and ambush the guards. Flash
and Barin make gquick work of the seldlers and agaln
Zarkoy urges speed in getting Vultan to the lab. A
guard, fAEing uncomscicusness, overheara this and as
our herces rTush off, oeta te hia feet and reports to
Ming.

o Our herces arrive at the lab., Vultan warna
Zarkev, whe is draping & cloth on the hawkman's head,
to hurry, for Ming is sure to atack them. However,
Zarkor i= not worried., He notes that he came to the
lab for he can find means to defend them here.

Upon receiving the report of cur heroces escape,
Ming orders that they be captured at once. Toreh

leads a detachment of soldiesrs to the lab,
but 1= unAable to enter due to Zarkov'sa
wiring of the door. When the door 1s touch-
ed, 1t ls covered with sparke. Ming arrivea
at the door, followed by more soldiera.
After & futile attempt te open the deoor with
a ra¥=gun, Ning orders & poldier to cut off
the pewer that supplles elescktric energy to
the lab.

In the lab, Zarkov boaste - "We oan
hold out indefinately!" But...Oh, Oh...the
doetor turns hie switch on and nothing hap-
pens. He reallzes the electric energy has
been cut off, Outside, Ming commanda that
the door be destroyed and that the lab's
occupants be taken priscner. Suddenly an
alarm siren sounds. Ming - "An air attaackt"
King leaves to return to his throne room to
investigate the alars.

Inside the lab, our heroes rush to the
spage=o=graph and see An alr attack by the
gyro ahlpsa of the llonmen. I told you Thun
would go the wrong way. Lucky break for our
rrienda, huh?

Ming, watohlng the gyro ships on his
throne room space-c=-graph orders his fleet
out to meet the attacki then he orders A
soldier to have the prisoneras 1n the lab
brought to the throne room., Without the
electricity in the door, this 12 socomnplish-
ed qulte easlly. Aura - "four Majesty dareas
to have guards lay hands upon mel" HMing -
"You have chosem to consort with traitors...
you shall share thelr fatel™ Hewever, Flazh
polnts cut to Hing that it 1s hias ships that
are belng shot down from the skles. Ning
vows that if he loses, Flash and his friends
will mever live to see it. Ming = "Take the
prisonérs to tha Tnmmel af Terrsrt™ PBafare
this can be done, the deoors of the throne room are
flung open and the room is filled with ferccliouns
fighting bearded lionmen. Flash and Barin join in
the battle. Mimg, reallzring all is lost, makes hls
egcaps down a Tlight of stone steps beyond the
space-o-graph. Flash, Thun and Barin, notleing his
egeaps, taks out in pursult of the essaplng monarch
of Morgo. They are Followed by Frincess Aura.

Underground, in & tunnel, we ase Hing whiapering
to the High Priest. The Friest bows, &nd Hing turns
and runs toward massive wooden doors. He stands be-
fare the doors, his arme cutstretohed abave hla head,
as one 1n prayer. The Friest pushes on & long handle
and the deocrs open, revealling a smoke and mist filled
tennel beyord. (3ay...We've seen this place before.)
King bows his head and walks slowly into the blllowing
elouds of smoke, as the High Frleat watehes, Ming, his
armas cutstretohed, starte up 8 short flight of stepa
that Are barely wvilslble through the smoke. As he dis=-
appears into the smoke, the High Friest pulls back on
the handle and the doors return to & closed position.

At that selfsame moment, Flash rushes up to the
Friest demanding to know whers Hing 1s. High Prileat -
"The Empercor Ming 1s deadl The Empercr entered the
Sacred Palace of the Great God Tao, from whish no men
returnsl " Aura, who has Just Joined Flash, Barin and
Thun 1& somforted on the leas of her father, by Barin.
Flagh says there's nothing more that can bte done here,
8o they a1l return to the palace.

Ilater, in the throne room, Frincess Aura, dressed
in & reveAaline regal gown, sits in the throne once
peeupied by her late father. To her élde stands her
royal aconsort, Frinee Barin, Flash, Dale and Zarkov
march up te the throne, while soldiers line the way
with their raleed sworda, amld the sounds of trumpets.
A royal salute to the herces from Earth.

One would think our heroea troubles would be over.
Not o, for a short time after Flash, Dale and Zarkov
blast off for Earth, 1t ia discoveresd that the High
Friest haz placed a bomb aboard thelr rocket ship.

A rodic warning from Berin, comes just in time. Flash
finds the bomb, resting on the shelf of the ship'sa
generator unit and drops it out of the rooket's door.
It explodes hamlessly 1ln apace. Back at the ship's
radio set, Flash thanks Barin and says = "We're safe
and on our wayl"

Cur herces, in radle contact with Earth, ask thet
all eleptrical power that may counteract thelra be
killed. As generators shut down, thousands of people
111 the streets to watoh for Zarkov's rocket.

In the ship, as they near the cloud cover of Earth,
Zarkov exclaims = "Flash...Dale...We've won! We made
1t! We're about to land!™ Zarkov stops...Our young
couple de not hear him. Flash takes Dale 1n his armas
and kissea her, in a8 tender embrace. How "hout that!
After 13 episodes, they finally get to kies. Oh well!

Az for the Flash of the comle page, 1t wlll be &
few more years before he returns to Earth.



2nd SERIAL

FLASH GORDON’S

‘Irip to Mars -

by MIKE ROYER and Cosgrove & Greim

The second of the Flash Gordon eserials came cut in 1%3E.

However, oeeuse of & radio broadcast, Flagh's adventures btook place

on Kars rather than on Mongo.

The fambus Orson Welles broadcast of "War of the Worlds",
frightened the nation 1n the fsll of 1338, caused great interest in
the plamet Mars. Unlversal Platures sapltalized en this Martian
interest, by having Flash's sdwventures teoke place on Mara.

Universal Plectures Co. Inc. presents..."Flash Gordon's Trip to Mars".
A 15 part seriml produced for Universal by Barney Sarecky and direct=-

ed by Ford Beebe and Robert Hill.
Cagt of Ch&racters:

FLASH GOEDON - Larry "Bustepr" Crabbe, DALE AHDEN - Jean #Aogers,

MHIRG = Charles Middleton, DR. ZARKOV - Frank Shannon, HAPPY HAFGOQD -
Donald Kerr, AZURA = Beatrice Hoberts, CLAY KING = Montague Shaw

(Dr, Huer in Buock doggers), FPRINCE BARIN - Hlchard Alexander,

List of Chaptera:

1. Hew Worlds Lo Conguer 2. The Living Dead 3. Queen of Magio
Tree=Ken of Mars

7. Frisoner of Mongo B, The Hlack Sapphire of Kalu 9. Symbol of
Death 10, Incense of Forgetfulness 11, Human Balt 12. Ming the
Herciless 13, The Mirsole of Magle 14, A Beast At Bay 15. An Eye

4. Anclent Enemies 5. The Boomerang

For An Eye.

that

Az "Trip to Mars® opens, 1t picks up the story¥ from where the =

first serial left off. Flash, Dale and Zarkov are returnlng to
Earth in thelr rocket, after an exclting adventure on the planet
Fanga. Thelr rocket nosez down in an irate farmer's melon patch

and from the farser's complaints, the trio know they have landed in

the United States.

It 1e not long, however, before a new danger threatens.
a strange light ray to Earth, two glant headed Kartians land on oar
hapless planet, placing & strange smoking device 1n the surface of
the Earth before dying in the denser atmosphere, Back on Mars,
evil Ning the Merciless, Emperor of the planet Mongo, watches with
gles, Hls new found ally, Yueen Azurea of Mars, 1z less than plemasd,
however, at the death of two of her most loyal soldlers.

The effects of Ming's device are not lomg 1ln
manifesting themselvea. Asroas the screen flashes
soene after scene of fire, flocd, and disaster. In
otherworda, Universal throws in a gob of newsreel
elippinge of dipasters.

At & national conference of aclentlsts, convened
by the President, the natlen's top brains are unable
to agree on the ssuse or cure for the disasters. Dr.
Metz scoffs at the sundry theories and trumpets the
doom of 811 mankind. He also notes the abesence af
Dr. Zarkov, and inspires reporter Happy Hapgood to
seek out Flash and the good deetor. Hapgood meets
wlth suceess, but reselves A Cresty welcome from Flash
and his friends, who refuse to grént him an interview.

Zarkov has determined that the bespa causing the
destruetlion of Earth are emanating from the planet
Kongo, and ac, once Rgain, our lntrepld heross heed
for Alex Raymond's mythical plapet., In apace, not
only doess Zarkov discover that he has erred by some
nine zilllon miles, and that the rays are really com=-
ing from the red planet Kare, but Flash unearths a
gtow-away...reporter Happy Hapgood.

Eearwhile, hank at the 1lah, Hing 18 working on
his lemp, which 1s causing the cataclysms on HEarth by
removing the Nitron fros the atmosphere, Suddenly an
instrument box expledes, apreading flames through the
laboratory. lz this the end of King the Mercilesa?
Will wvirtuwe triumph? W1ll Universal only hook the
kiddies for one chapter of the serial? HNot on your
life, mister! Ming calmly walks through the flames
and turns & handle which stops the fire, Later, the
audiense learns that the lapp was sabotaged by an
ally of the grotesgue Clay People. In punlshment,
Queen Azurs uses her magic sapphire te turn him into
glay and banighes him ko the Clay Lingdom. (Remember
this guy. He plays an lmportsnt part, later in the
seriml. )

Haring rchanged course for Mars, Flash and hls
crew discover that thelr retro-rockets are inoperative,

Riding

the

and find themszelves inexorably drawn bto the surface
of the planet Mars. Suddenly, they are hit by the
beamn from Klagts Hitron Lamp sand are thrown inte a
wild downward epin. Flash and his crew crash land
gafely in the mountéinouws Valley of Desolation.
Meanwhile, Ning and Azura, suapecting the identity
of their adversaries, leave the pelace royal in strato-
gleds and hasten to confront them. 1In a short time,
they land in the valley. #Hing and the soldiers leave
the ship to inspect Zarkov's craft, but lts accupants
have already fled. While they examine the estricken
craft, Flash leaves the concealment of the nearby
rocks and battles hls way into Azura'e strato-sled.
Azura, having observed Flash on her view-screen, slg=-

nals ¥ing with & search light. (It's evening now gang
Flash confronts the Martlan Quesn, who inguires 1f
"all Earthmen are so vielent." "“(mly," Flash eX=
plaing, "when we have to be." To Flagh's ampazement,

the pistress of magle dlsappears in the proverblal
puff of smoke. HAecovering quiekly, Flash forces the
stratnesied s pilak ta EAkKe ta the alr, with King and
his followers in hot pursult. Flash lande again, &
short distance away, ta take Zarkev, Dale and Happy
aboard. Then, just as Eing sand the seldiers run up,
he blssts off again, leaving Hing far below. Ming 1=
mnlc-atricken because he knows Flash ia heading ror
Azura'a city to destroy the Nltron Lamp. Ming in-
explicably arrives at the elty shead of Flash. No
mean feat, since he doss not posseas AzZura's maglc an
Flash had stolen the strato-sled. Anyway, &3 Flash
approachez, Azura sends up a fleet of strato=-sleds tc
repel him. To make spatters worse, Flash'a reluckant
pllot has jumpsd from the ship, gliding to earth on &
bat=wing cape. As the strato-sleds clese in, Flash
dlzeovers & ray-gun aboard the ship. If he cén get
elose enough te the Hitron Lamp, he plans to use the
guns two charges to destroy it! With the strato-sle
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The Hing, comvinced of Flash's verdclity arnd friendship,
frees the hostages and advises the reunited party to
seek out the Foreat People, to aid them in their fight
agalnst Ming., Unfortunately, the Forest People prove
to be Miog's allies. They thus launch a savege attaok
on Fiash and hils friends. During the battle, Frince
Barin srrivea like the cavalry 1n a John Wayne movie
to ald Flash in defeating the Tree Men. Flash learns
of & magical black sapphire which will counter-act
the effects of Azura‘'s white one, and maneges to pro-
cure it from the Tree Men's temple. However, 1n the
procesa, Happy is wounded by & Tree Man's dart-gun
and they rush to return to the Clay Kingdom.
Fortunately, the Clay Prople are able to cure Happy
by placing him in & champber filled with healing mists.
Leaving Zarkov and Dale to care for the stricken
Happy, Flash and Barin set out to capture Azura.
They egeln enter the palace through the Clay Feople's
subterranean rajl-tunnel. Using the magic black sap-
Phire, Flash is able to neutralize Arpura's magic and
takes her prisoner. Flash then sets cut to destroy
the Nitren Lamp, while Barin returns to the Clay
Eingdeom with Azura, However, Ming's aid, Tarnak, has
witnessed Azura's capture and warnas Ming of hHis nem=
esin' approach. While Ming looka on, Flash enters
the power house apd confronts Tarnak. Flash demands
Eo know the loeatlon of the Nitron Lamp's sontrols,
telling Tarnak that he Intends to turn the lamp off.
Ternak snarls, "Ming w1ll kill you for this!" However,
under duress, Tarnak leads Flash to scme metal doors;
he opens them and he and Flash enter the room. Too
late, Flash realizes that he has besn tricked, as
Ternak selzes & nearby elub and orashes Flash ta the
floor. Tarmak then impriscns Flash in the room, and

actilvates A apeciel device which filla the
room with the ominous crackle of electricity.
"Hothing can save Flash Gordon now!" paokles
Ming.

But something CAN save Flash now, nas=ly,
the ray=-gun he had dropped when he was thrown,
half=-consclous, into the small room to die,
Using the gun, Flash blasts his way to free-
dom, Having momentarily escapsd Ming's
clutehes, Flash returns to Azura's palace,
Thera, from & baloony, he Toocuses & TAY-gun
st the Hitron lamp, destroying it. At that
moment, however, Mimg and his guards appear
to attack Flash, who is soon overwhelmed and
taken captive. Tarnak takes the hard-won
black sapphire from Flash and places it in a
metal box where 1t can na longer affest
Azura. Azura, B captive in the Clay Eingdom,
1z on the verge of returning the Clay Peaple
to normal, when suddenly her powers surge
bRok, and she escapes in & puff of smoke,

One might wonder, however, how she intended
to transform the Clay People to their former
gelves without her magieal abllitiea? Ah
well,

At any rate, Azura returns to her palace
and learna of Flash'a capture. Upon confront-
ing Ming, Azura learns that Ming has taken
the jewel from Flash., When the boX 1s opened,
however, the Jewel 12 mlasing and Ming im-
mediately summons the captured Flash and ac=

cuses him of possesslng the jewsl. "I don't
have 1it," Flash replies, "but ewven if I 414,
I wouldn't reveaml 1ts loomtion te you." Ming

then proposes to kill Plash, 3o that no one
will know of the jewel's location and Azura's
power wlll be unchallenged. Azure agrees and
Flash 1& locked in a disintegration chamber.
After Azura has departed, Ming dispatches a
meooenger to the lesder ef the Tree People,
telling him that the magle black sapphire is
in his pessesslen. Obvlously, Ming is plan-
ning some sort of treachery.

Meanwhlle, Zarkov and Barin have located
Flash, but at the same time, are discovered
looking down from a skylight in on Flash, by
Hing's guards. The guards blast away at them,
cauging a portion of the roof to give way,
peroipltating them into the disintegrating
chamber, where they attempt to free Flash from
the steel chalr to which he is chalined. Be-
fore they can free Flash, howsever, Zarkov and
Barin are struck senseless by the disinte-
grator ray.

Summening all his strength, in & last
desperate effort, Flash snaps hia bondsa.
Qulckly, he revives Barin and Zarkov, and the
tric make good their escaps through the sky=-
light. After Flash escapes Ming, he heads
back to the Clay Kingdom, determined to free
the Clay Peaple from their curas. The Clay
Eing i1a surious sa to why Barin, like Flash,

S has come to Mars. While the film agmin
employs slips from the first serial, Barin explalns
that Ming is his arch-fo=, and that 1t was on his
planet that Ming first tried to kill the Earth people.
Barin suggests that they return te the Forest HKingdom
to retrieve hie rocket ship, but while there, Dale is
captured by the Tree Men and plased under the influence
of the mists of forgetfulmess. Since her memory has
now vanished, the high priest easily tricks her inta
swearing alliegance to the Porest People's god, Ealu,
While Barin, Zarkov and Happy weit outside, Flash at-
tempts to rescue Dale, but Dale, under the influence
of the sinister priest, staba her would-be rescusr
with a sacrificial dagger.

Hearing the sound of battle, the tric charge in
to rescue Flash., Zarkov drives the Tree Men bhok
with a ray-gun, while Barlin carries Flash to safety.
Mearwhile, Dale ias brought befeore the king of the
Traa Hen, Turan. Turan orders one of his muards to
inform Ming of Dale's capture, and awalts Ming's 1n-
structiona. Ming orders Dale brought to Azura's
palage to balt a trap for Plash. All the guards
withdraw from the palece, allowing Flash and Zarkev
to enter the trap. When Flash and Zarkev reach the
lab, Zarkov attempts to concoot an antidete for Dale's
malady, unaware that the shemieals he employs have
been tappered with by Ming., Suddenly, Barkov cries -
"There's something wrong Flash!™ and hurls the beaker
to the fleor, just Rz it explodes.

In what amazing fashlon does Flash ezcape? He
doesn't! Both he and Zarkov are knocked to the fleoor
uneonsclous. Tarnak arrives on the scene and reports
to Ming and Azure thet Plash Gordon has been captured.
This report wae g bit premature, as Flash and Zarkow
revive and before King can reach the scene, they force
Tarnak to reveal the location of the antidete to the
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wista of forgetfulness (or Lithium, Bs 1t la scmetimes
called}. Quickly, the pailr rush to Azura's palace and
administer the antidote to Dale, wWho recovers even As
Ming and Azura learn of Flash'as egoape. Azura, real-
izing that Flash 1s back at the palsee, dlsappeare in
a puff of smoke, leaving Ming at the power house.

Arriving at the palace, Azura comes face to face
with Flash, and promptly takes him and hls crew prison-
er. As she converses with Flash, howeyer, she 18 once
agaln lmpressed by his integrity, cocurage, apd body.
Baefore things get too scopacetle, enter the emperocr
Ming, who deslares that Flash must die. Azura takes
issue with thie plan, and heatedly wvows to defend
Flazh with all the magic st her command. At thla polnt,
the arch=villain reaches into the folds of his cloak
and produces the black sapphire, smlling icily, "What
magie?"® Ming, however, makes the mlstake of fturning te
order Tarmak to call out the guards, and as he does =o,
Flash selzes the black sapphire and makes him hils pris-
oner. Activating a light bridge, Flash and his friends,
along with the ocaptive Ming and Azura, head towards a
etrata-gled landing platform. Halfway across, Hlng
grimaces dewnward, and jumps, whereupon Flash has oc-
cAsion to recall the bat-wing glide capes he encounter-
ed earlier in the serial. Ming glides safely to earth
and hurrles teok to the palmce, There, he commands the
Nitron Bombing Squadron te shoot Flash and Azurea down,
after they have taken off in & strato-sled. Ming
rallioously explaine to the Hitron Squad, that Azura's
magic will protect her from any harm.

Benlizing their peril, Flash sete the strato-sled
down in the nearby mountains. Flasgh, Zarkov, Dale and
Azura seek cover in the rocks, as rocket shells explode
all arcund them, Just as they remch safety, Azura
panlos and dasheB out into the open, where she is struck
down by one of the blasts. HReallzing that they hawve
hit their gueen, Azura's men cease flring and begin te
land their strato-sleds. Zarkov pronounces Azura's
condition ®very bad," and as the Queen dies 1n Flash'a
arms, realizing that Ming hee duped her, she glves
Flash her magle jJewel and inetructs him ta free the
Clay People. Zarkev tastefully places Azura's cape sSo
that it coverz her face, as the crew prepares to leave.

When the Clay Ring learns of Azura's desth, he 1=
crestfallen, for he believes that only Azura can 1ift
the curse., His mood scon changes, however, when he
learna that Plash possesaseg the sacred sapphires.

Flash jJolns the black sapphire with the white, 1n &
glass chamber, and 8s & surge of electrlielity passes
through them, the Jewels dissoclve and the Clay Pecple
gtand restored to human form. Now Flash sete oot after
Ming.

i Meanwhile, Ming, now in control of the palece,
dispatches A bomblng aquad, loaded with Nitron, to
decimate the Clay Peoples kingdom. Laarning of Hing's
intentlons, Flash takes off in & strato-sled to elr-
cumvent the atteck. Using his bat-wing cape, Flash
drope to the top of the leadinzg bomber. Gaining Ro-
ceas to the ship, Flash overpowers the guards, but in
the process, sends the ship intc a tallspin. Finelly,
Flash overcomes the pllot and rights the ahip. Thus,
while Flash pilots his stolen ship to the Clay kingdom,
the remaining three bombers deliver their cargo of
Hitron to the Foreat Feople., War betwesn the two king-
doms 1s now imminent.

At this point, however, &n unknown fRotor upsets
the equasion--the pllot of the atrato-sled captured by

Flagh learnz that his brother, whom he had thought dead,
is alive in the Clay Eingdom. [(Hemember the guy Azura
turned to clay and banished to the caves, at the begin-
ning of the serial?) The brother explainas how Ming and
Azura, angered by his actions, sentenced him to the liv-
ing death of clay until he and his comrades were freesd
by Flash Gorden. So overwhelmed 1s the pllot, that he
tells Flash that he will aid him in attaoking Ming.
He tells Flash that Ming iz having an sudience 1n the
palace, and that 1t may be possible to come within
striking distance of him before they are discovered.
They set ocut in 8 atrato-sled to do Just that. Mean-
while, at the palace, Ming 1s having himeelf proclaim-
ed Konarch of Mars. Flash cleverly eludes Ming's
guards, and enters the throne reom. Through powerful
aratory, he exposes Ming az the cause of AZura's death
and turns the populace againat Ming. But Ming literal-
ly has scmething up his sleeve...a ray-gun. "Since you
rejected we As your ruler, I'11 leAave Fou know," mays
Ming, "and return as your "—“D%EE“EE'" Ming exits via
a8 secret panel with Tarnak. ile Flash and the othera
geareh for Ning, Ming and Ternak go to the power houae,
where they turn the re-bullt Nitron Lamp on the Earth.
As Tarmak watches with mounting horrer, Ming zazes
through & telescope, viewing acenes of tremendous deves-
tatlon en Earth, all the while raving that he will
destrey the unlverse. To pake matters worse, soldlers
loyal to Ming have captured Zarkov, Happy, and the two
Martian brothers, and are bringing them to their leader,
Unaware of thelr eapture, Flash rushes to the power
Pouge to destrey the newly reactivated Nitron Lamp. On
the way, he encounters his captured friends and sets
them free. As Flash approaches the power house, Tarnak
sonfronts him, but to Flash's surprise, Tarnak declares
Ming madt Unfortunately, Ming sees Flash and company
through & nearby window and fires upon them with a
ray-rifle, Whille the others cover him, Flash enters
through the power houge door. Onee inslde, Ming attacks
him with & ray rifle and manages to capture him. Ming
startas to forge Flash inte the dislntegration chamber.
Maarwhile, Barin, wha hAas prosured A atmatn-=alad, drops
2 bomb on the power house, which not only destroys the
Nitrem Lamp, but convenlently knocks Ming to the floor,
enabling Flash to grapple with him. As Zarkov and
Flagh's other friernds enter, Flagh gains the upper hand
end captures Ming., Suddenly, Ternak seizes a ray-gunt
Ming is jubilant! The tables are now turned. Or are
they? To Ming's horrer, Tarmak not only refuses to
garry out his commands, but he ferces Ming himself to
enter the disintegreation chamber. Over the impassionsd,
but futlle proteste of Flash, Tarnak flipa the switoh
activating the disintegrating beams. Zarkov euwcceeds
in dietracting Tarpak, and Flash capitalizes on the
diverslon to regaln the mMy-gun. Qulckly, they unlock
the chamber, btut Ming the Merclless is no more! Well,
1 no more. King returns, every atom intact, in
the next serlal.

Flash ha=s oompleted his milsslion! After establish-
1ng the friendly Clay King as ruler of Mars, he returna
to Earth, whers & heroe's welcome awaits hi=. Crowds
cheer and sirens wall, &as shots of Flash, Dale and Dr.
Zarkovy are superimposed over shots of & tlocker-tape
parade in New York.
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3rd SERIAL

UNIVERSAL PICTURES C0. INC. presents.....cciencnccsnss

FLASH GORDCN CONUERS THE UNIVERSE!

In 1540 the third sand last of the Flash Gordon
seriala came to the movie soresn. Begause of the
costuming and pagentry, thils aerial comes the clasest
to Baymond'a later image of Monge. The charscters in
this series looked ms if they had atepped right out of
Alex daymond's Sunday page. The costuming is some of
the most beautiful ever used in & movie seriml,

Cast of Characters:

Flagh Gorden - Larry "Buster" Crabbe
Dale Arden - Carol Hughes

Ir, Zarkev - Frank Shannon

Emperor Ming - Charles Middleton
Frince Barin - Roland Drew

Sonja - Anme Gwynne

Sereenplay by Gearge H. Flympton, Basil Dickey and
Earry Shlpman.

Irected by Ford Beebe and Hay Taylor.

Agsoclate Produeoer - Henry HacHae

Art Director - Harold MoArthur

From the Alex Haymond newspaper rfeature owned and
copyrighted by King Features Syndlicate.

List of the 12 chapters:

The Purple Death = Freezing Torture = Halklng Soxnbe -

The Destroying Hay - Falase af Horror - Flaming Death -
Land af the Dead - The Flery Abyss - The Fool of Feril =
The Denth Mist - Stark Treachery - Doom of the Dictator

Fanic sweeps the Earth! Feople are dying by the
thousands, from & strange plague known as "The Purple
leath™! A& large purple spobt on the Forehedd 18 The
ldentifying slen of the plague.

Believing the plague is aresated on another planet,
Flash, Dale apnd Dr. Zarkov rooket inte space to rind the
apawer. High above the planet Earth, they encounter one
of Ming's ships from Mongo, discharging some dust that
dlsappesrs ag it falls. Healizing this dust 1s causing
the Purple Death, Flash attacks the ship. Flash la
winning the battle, when a shot from Ming's ship (com-
manded by Capt. Toroh) disablea their ships gun. Flash
sends his ghlip Inte & dive, making Torch believe he has
ghot Flasgh down. Torch then turns his dameged ship
back toward Kongo, thinking Flash is dead.

Onee out of Toreh's slght, Flash pulls his shilp
out of the dive. FHnoewing Ming 12 alive and that he will
sand other shipe to spray the Death [ust on Earth, Flash
dacides they must return to Monge and enlist the ald of
Prince Barin in overcoming this threat to Earth.

Cur heroes arlve on Mongo and land in Arborla, the
forest kingdom of Frince Barin. Here they Are grested
by Barin, AurAa, Homal (Barin's cousin), and 8 eharacter
not from the comle strlp, Hoka. After a brlef welcome,
Flash is introduced to Queen Frila and Count Korro of
Frigia, the ice kingdom, who are alsc trying to enllat
the aild of Barin mgninst Ming. Queen Fria explalns that
King hasz captured her Genernl Lopl and she wishes Flash
and Barln to help in freeing him. They agree &nd set
off, with Count Keorro, to attempt Lupli's release and to
destroy Ming's laborstory where the Death Dust is mRde.

In the meantime, Morg, Ming's chlef asclientlet, has

written by ROYER & GREIM

found & way to refine the Death Dust, =o that it only
affects humans with enough intelligence to think for
themselves. In this way, Ming will have alaves to
rule, when he conqueras the Universe. To prove the
effects of the Death Dust to Ming, Morg ia about to
expose General Lupi and a glant of low intelligence,
to the Death Duat, At this moment, Plash breaks intoc
the lab, juat in time to prevent the experimant.

Zarkovw sets about planting an explosive to des=
troy the lab machinery, while Flash and hi=s men cover
¥ing and his soldiers. Suddenly, Morg Jumps at Flash
and the lab 18 Fllled with battle. A= Flash and his
friends battle Ming's scldiers, Ming and Torch exit
the lab to safety, As King exits, he screams - "Kill
them! HKill them!"™ At thia point, Zarkov's bomb
explodes, destroying the lab machinery. Flagh and
Korg grapple near the edge of & deep pit, off to the
side of the lab. Finally, both men topple inta 1tl
In » desperate effort to save himself, Plash grabs a
metal bar projecting from the slde of the pit, ns
Morg falls to his death below. Zarkov comes to
Flash's ald and lowers & chaln, that hangs near the
plt, down te him and hauls him up to safety.

While Flash and his friends escape, Mlng orders
out the Experiaml Guardl Ming - "One hundred thousand
Mingels to the man whe capturea them alive!l™ Ming
now makes two obsermmtiona. First, Zarkov was olever
encugh to strike at his lab and the energy pit, which
is the source of the Death Dust. (This was the pit
that Flash and Morg fell into.) Although not complete-
1y destroyed, it has delayed Ming's conquest of the
Universe, GSecondly, Flash must have made & pact with
Quesn Frila to mine Polorite, the only antidote to the
Death Dust. An antidote that can only be found in the
rrozan waste lands of Prigla.

Heanwhile, Flash, Zarkor and the others have
reached thelr rocket shlp and are now belng purasued
by a sguadron of Ming's shipa, Just as the ships
cleae in for the kill, Zarker pulls a lever on his
ships control panel. Zarkov's ship suddenly becomes
invisible. Safe from detestion, our herces return to
Arboria in safety.

GQueen Fria is sc grateful to Flash for saving
General Lupl, that she gives him permlssion to mine
Polorite in Frigla. While they plan an expedition to
Frigla, they are cverheard by Socnja, who thinks to
herself = "Ming will learn of thisl®

Flash and Zarkov lesd an expedition into Frigila;
protected from the cold, only a Frigian can stand, by
& spray devised by Dr. Zarkev. Leaving the shilp,
Flash, Dsle, Barin, Hoka and one of the miners begin
to olimb & huge snow covered mountain in search of the
Folorite. They are spotted by & Ming ship, commanded
by Cept, Torch, that h&s been sent to destroy them.
The ship drops & bomb thet misses, but starts an ev-
alanche, Our herces are swept away by tons of snow,
but mirmculously survive at the bottom of & crevesse,
They are scon rescusd by Dr. Zarkov, after he drives
the Ming ship away with his rosket. The mining of the
Folorite begins, and Flash radios the news back to his
father (Frof. Gorden) on Earth. The radic mesasge iz
intercepted by Ming. Enraged, and lnowing his aoldiers
cannot withstand the intense Frigian sold, Ming senda
Capt. Toroh agalnet the expedition with an army of




mechanical men ealled Annihiletion=z, charged with
explosives. Toreh is able ko cantrol apd explode tha
robots from the safety of his shlp. Desp in the fro-
zen waskbes, the walking bombe attack the expedition!
Flagh and the miners battle the Arnilhilatione to no
avail. #inelly, Flash is knocked uwneonzclious, when
Terch exnlodes one of the robat men. Torch then has
a robot man hring Dale to his ship. Zariov and Honal
try to step the Annihilations, but Homal 1s knochked
out anpd Zarkov 1s taken prisoner. Toreh, belleving
Flash was killed when he exploded the Apnlhilatlon,
decides to take Dale and Zarkov to Hing, then return
for Zarkev's rocket. After they have taken off,
Flash regains cansclousness and reburns to Zarkov'a
ship. After being told of what has happened to Dale
and Zarkev, Flash refuses te feollow them. He tells
the ethers, that hisz first duty is ta get the Folor=-
ite to Eamrth, to stop the Purple Death. "Itve got to
take the Folorite to Earth firast”, says Flash. "Then
1111 coms bteck and sebtbtle with Mingi®

Flazh rockets to Earth with the Folorite and
talls his father, via radie, that he's golng to dron
it on Xt. HcKinley. Onece thls 15 dene, all the Death

tust will be attrected to the Folorits and ba destroy-

gd. Flash accomplishes this, then tells his father
that ha's retorning to Fonge bo fres nle And Zarkow,
Flaegh no soomer arrirves on Hongo when he and Hoka
encounter Torch returning te Prigla to plek up
Zarkov's rocket, Torch, amazed to sees the Tery craft
he seeks in rlight, attecks. Flash, with the use of
a smoke soresn, tricks Torch into belleving he has
shot them dewn. Yhen Torsh enters, what he ballaves
toe be & stricken ship, he is sapbured by Flash,

Flash then forees the Ming ship'e crew to {1y them
to Ming's palagsa, hoplhng to reacue Dale and Zarkov.
There, dlgguised as Ning guards, Flash and Hoka make
thelr way through palace corriders. Overhaaring s
guard aay that Zarkov 1z about to mest his death in
the arena, Tor refusing to ald Ming, Flash rushes up
the otalrs losding te the arena. Through # window,
he pess Zarkov manacled between two stone plllars.

As Eing's volee starts the death ray toward Zarkov,
Flash leaps through the window and, with sword 1n

hand, tries to cut Zarkav fres. ling, from & baleony,

regtriins hils guarde from flring on Flash, saying -
Yie has choassn his own death!®™ As the may engulfs
Flagh, Roke appears at the window Flash came through.
Zarkov sees him and orders him to flre his ray gun at

the clock esontrolling the death ray. He dees thiz and

the clock blows up, the death ray steops. Before Hing
and hls men can recaver from thla shock, Hoka and
Flash ezcape through 8 deor. I[Rle, who was watching
all this with Ming, is escourted awny to her quartars
and Zarkov 1z ordered brought to Mling in the throne
TOOm.

Ming tells Zarkev he will let him 1live, but he
will have to work, with other scientlsts 1n his lab-
oratory, to aid him in congquering the Unlverse.
Zarkow is taken te Ming's laboratory, where he
meets Ehom, another sclentist foreed to ssrve
Hing., Zarkov and Khom make & paet to do all
in theilr power to destroy King.

Heanwhile, Flash and Rolka have ap-
propriated twe Ming guard uniforms and have
rescued Dale, Using & radio=-phone, they also
appropriated from Niag's guards, Flash gets
in contact with Zarkov in the laboratory.

Flash tells Zarkov he won't leave withcut him.
Ehom gives Zarkov a means of escape...8 nonks
robe. After telling Flash he'll meet him in
the scurtyard, where the rockets are, Zarkow
dona the robe and aimwply walks by Fing's
guardz. What securlty! What a stupld escape!
Oh well, back to ths astiocn...

The approach of & fleet of Barin's rocket
shipe oreates a diversion amd cur herces
sgcaps, However, Barin, not knowing Flesh 1s
aheard the Ming ship, orders it shot down.

Zarkov has learned from Hhom that Ming
1z preparing ancther bterrible weapon to
destray the world; ao after returning to
Barin'=s palmos, he triea ko find a way to
eombat 1ttt And ncne oo soon, fof back at
Wing's palace, Ming i3 inspectlng thls new
weapan. .. fire projectile. This projectille,
when it hits 1ts target, burats into intenzlve
flame, caphable of destroying large areas.

Hing plans to tesat the projectiles on the
barren reglons of Arberla, before direebing
With the radlo not worklng aboard Flash's
ghip, he is almost destroyed. Only his gquiek
thinking eaves him. Flash fires & morse oode
zigmal to Barin with the ship's ray=oannch.
Baprin =seeg the signal and breeks ofC the
tark. Delow, Toreh and his men, having fresd
themsalyaes from Ehe ship ! laft them tied
wp 1n, ofn dco nobthing as the shlps return to
Arborlia.

them &t Barth. He chooses the barren areas Lo show
Prince Barin his power and ta make him renllze what
would happen should he direst 8 praojeetile at the
keart of Arboria. To maks sure no harm comes ta his
daughter, Princess Aura (Barin's wife), Hing ar-
ranges, through her attendant fady Sonja, to have
her abdunted. After this hag been accompllshed, he
fires the projectiles,

To defeat Ming's purpose, Tlash tekez ofl wlth
Dale and Aomal, in a ship equiped with Zariovis
untested Thermal Control...8 deviaes constructed to
combet ¥lng's fiendizh inventlan. Zarkov’s loventlon
conglsts of A large pointed object that l= to be
stuck in the ground, in the o=nter of the flames and
a gcontrol unit to operate it aboard the shlp. Dale
and Hor@l, operating the controls from the ship,
wateh Flagh, in & fire-procf uniform, Tightlng hls
way¥ inte the raging infernc as the Tirst projectlle
falls. The Thermal Control resists the fRntastle
temperature, but suddenly the intense hent melts a
connection., The control falls and Plash is engulfed
in rlames! Fortumately for Flash, fdonal and Dele
raplnce the connection and get the mAachine workling
bafore he 1s burned to death. The flames now es=
tinguished, Flash radics Arborir to report teo Dr.
Zathor, His sonversaticn ia cut short, however,
when A& HNing bomber, with Torch in command, starts
bombing the palace. Torch iz soon atbacked by two
of Barin's ships and 12 thovght deatreoyed, when he
sends hls shlip inte & dive. When Barin's ships
legaye, Torah lands and he and Sonja leave bto Spy on
Frinee Barin. Ming's attack on Arboria causes Zarkov
to perfect an M=Hay to be dlacharged from & powerful
Mullitron. When used, 1t will neutralize and render
useless Ming's power plant, leavineg him open to at-
tank. Earin tells Flash, who has returned Crom his
misaion ageinst the flame projectiles, that the
Bullitron can bast be used agalnst Hlng's palace
from the Devil's Dome, & high expanse of rock 1n
the Land of the Dead. Tarsh and Sonjn, who have
been 2pying on H38rin, learn of this and report to
Ming. Ming orders Torch to plant & powerful time-
porb on the Devil's Dome. He dossz thls, but 1=
promptly crercome and captured by Hook Men, A rice
of people long thought desd. Flagh and his= friends
arrive by rooket, unawars of the bomb and the Rock
Fen. As they begin to set up thelr eguipment, the
Heek Men attsock. The battle is brief, for the time-
bemb Torch planted earlier goes off. Our heroes are
rendered unconscious and mre taken prisoner by the
Bock Men, The Bock Men cerry Flash and hla friends
to & nearby rock ledge. A Rock Man then punches a
rock on the side of the cliff and reviving vaporas
drift from the cracks in the ground and revive ocur
heroes. The Hock Men speak to our héeroes in &
language Earkov recognizes &s one Spoken by an
anolent tribe of the Gobbl Desert on Earth. All of

radios his father that he's discovered cure for
ple Death. ... FPFolorite.






the priscnera are brought before the Hosk King, who
orders them held wntil his missing son 1s returned
to him. The king blames the prisoners for his dis-
ATpsATANCE .

Dale, in n cell With Sonjia, tries to get help hy
calling khom via a small radio she had hidden on her,
donjJa =ee= this and attacks Dale. They right, causing
the Hock Men gvards to come in and seperate them.
Sonja iz taken out mnd put in & sepermte cell, taking
with her Desle's radic. COnce Sonja 1s aleone, ahe turns
the radic on and Khom is revealsd to Ming aa Flash and
Zarkov's ally.

Keanwhile, FPlash, Zarkov and Hoka have decided
on a means of escape. Hoka pretends he 12 111 and
when the Hock Men guards enter their cell he holds
them at bay, while Flash and Zarkov escape. The duc
maks good thelr bld for freedom and head bask to their
rocket for help. On their way, they encounter a
tremendous magnetiec foree, cAused by = huge lodestone
that had been wncovered by the time-bomb explosion
earlier. Clinging to a nearby rock, to aveld being
pulled over & chasm ledge where the lodestene 1=, 1s
the Book King's son., Flash hits upon an idea ta save
the boy. He plans to push a boulder down on the lode-
stone lmeoking it into the deptha of the chasm. How-
ever, to de this he must clinb dsngerously near the
chasm's edge and risk belng pulled to hls death by tha
lodestone. To meke metters worse, the Heook Eing has
crdered the prisoners thrown into & bolling abyss.
tne of Toreh's men perish and Dale 1s to be next. As
Dele is lowered intc the abyss, Roks attack and for a
moment Dale 1s free. However, she 18 recaptured and
returned to the abyss., Just as she i8 about to be
thrown in, Zerkov and Flash appear, suseessful 1n their
mission to save the Hook King's son. In gratitude for
what Flagh has dene, thay are all set free, It 1s at
this moment that Sonja, Toreh and one of his men make
& break for freedom. They try to escape via the rocket
in which Barin and Heonal are wailting for Plash to re=
turn from settlng up the Nullitrion. However, before
they ocan do0 this, Flash, with the 81d of some Hock Men,
recapture the tric. NKow, with everyone safely aboard
Barin'as rocket, they leave the Land of the Dead,

Instend of returning to Arboris, a rescus mission
to release Frincesa Aura 1z underteken. They manage
to get In contact with Aura and Capt. Sudin (Capt. of
the Falace Guard loyal to Barin) vim Khom's secret
radic. Sudin i= instructed to open the enmtrance dpor
of an underground tunnel leading to the palace, at
6.30 that evening. Sudin dces so, and ocur herces gain
entrance. A8 they move along the tunnel, they meet
and come to grips with, a detachment of Ming's guards.
tne guard sounde an alare that bBrincs Ming to the con-
trol room. He sees the battle on a vilew scresn and
crders Capt. Sudin to open the flood gates. Sudin
does 8o, and terrents of water sweep cur heroes ta
their doom. Heowever, unnotlced by Ming, Sudin opens
the gates to a side tunnel and Flaah and his party
are zaved. FHealizing they can not acoomplish thelr

mission at this time, Flaih and his friends return to
Arboria.

Later, Ming and his guAards catch Aura and Khom
trying to send & message over the radic hidden in ths
lab. FKhom tries to strengle Hing and is killed. Ming
lerrns Flash is elive, when communication with Ehom is
attenpted over the radio by Zarkev. NMing ha= one of
hie guards imitate Khom's volce, so Zarkov won't learn
of Ehom's death and discovery of the radle, The ruse
works.

A short time later, Sonja and Torch, confined in
Prison cells in Barin'as palace, eascape to the radia
room. There they overpower the operator and communi-
cete with Ming. Ming instructs Toreh to send out a
felse order, grounding Barin's space ships, This will
clear the way for Ming's bombera. Torch does this,
then destroyz the radie, te prevent Barin from counter-
manding the crdera. Dale everhears all this and 1s
captured by Torch and Semjs who flee with her to the
roof of the palace. Learning of this, Flash pursues
and eorners them. Flash and Tarch loek 1n battle as
the Ming bombers begin their attack. Dale, Somjs and
Horal, who has just joined them on the roof, are over-
come by the gas emanating from the bemb blasts. Flash
and Torch, in the meantime, have battled near the edge
of the roof, where thelr desperate struggle caussa then
to fall off. They plunge dowrnward inte the palace moat.
Flagh looks around him 8nd seez Torch floating unson=-
sclous nearby. He preoseeds to pull Torch from the meat,
a3, up above, & Ming bomber lands on the palace roof.
Ning's men leave the rooket and return, a few momenta
later, with the unconecious Dale, Sonja and Honal. The
ship takes off mgein, with only seconds to spare, as
Barin'a ships appear on the scene to beat off the Ming
ships. The ship carrying Dale, Sonje and Homal escapes
Barin's forces and returns to the palace of Ming,

Crafty Ming, wanting the return of Capt, Torch,
who 1s atill held prisomer by Flash, devises a treacher-
ous plan. He econtacts Flash and Barin and proposes an
exchange. .,.D8le Arden end Ronal for Capt. Torch. The
trade ia mades, but as Flash rochels away Dale passes
ocut. A note from Ming, placed in Hopal's belt before
the exchange, explains what has happened, Dale has
been given a drug that will soon kill her if shes and
Or. Zarkov mre not returned to Ming's power at once,
Zarkov hag no choloe.,.he must submiti

With Dele, Aure and Zarkev held captive, Ming now
has power over Flash and Barin. Desperate, Flash leads
A rescue party into Ming's palace, via an abapdoned
tunpel and scon locetes the room where Dele and Aura
are belng held. However, Flash i1a unaware that the
room 18 protected by a death dealing electrleal trap,
sat by Ming! Flash, with aword in hand, starts to
enter the room. DAle screams & warning and Flash only
receives a partial electric sheock. Barin finds the
controls and turnas off the electric current. After
Flash revives, he, Dale, Aura, Barin and Hoke head for
Ming'z lab where Zarkor 1s held prisoner. They battle
thelr way into the lab and seal its entrance. Now in
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control of the labomtory, Zarkov discovers the source
of King's power...Thilinius! Thiliniuz, powersd by
rays frow the sun, energizez all of Ming's weapons.
With thls power in Zarkov's handa, he holds Ming at

Heanwhile, Ming has the laboratory surrounded by
his soldlers and gives Flash and his rriends one hour
to surrender. He alss tells Zarkov that he has a power
other than Thilinlum At his dlsposal. Flash and Hoka,
using the uniforms of the guards they clobbered break-
ing into the lab, slip out through a seoret tunnel to
spy on Ning. They get close encugh toe the throne roos
to learn what the other source of Ming's power iz. A
rocket ship loaded with Solarite, a tremendously power=-
ful explosive Ming had planned to use on the sities of
Earth.

Flash and Hokm have no =coner returned to Zarkov
with this inforsatlon, when Ming calls the lab on the
visa=-phone. Ming tells Zarkov 1f he dosan't surrender,
he'll send a ship of Solarite against the Earth and
destroy it. Zarkov stalls Ming by saying he muat
discuss the matter with his friends. Ming glves him
five minutes.

Five minuteas iz all Flash needa. While Zarkov
and the others alip out of the lab, via the secret
turnel, and escape in Barin's rocket, Flash takes over
the ship filled with Sclarite. Learning of this, a
panload Ming flees to hls towoer labomtory with Torch
and Sonja., Prom this tower lab, Ming plans to use the
tower's auxiliary contrells to detonate the Solarite
before 1t can be used against him. Ming calls to hias
control room, to have the auxiliary controlls activat-
ed. There is no reply. Oapt, Sudin, loyal to Barin,
iz in charge. Sudin madioz King's locatlon to Flash,
at the same time electronically lecking Ming's tower
door. He then oakes a statement to another guard,
loynl to Barin, that ia with hi=. "I never thought it
would be in my power to destroy Mingt®™ He also tells
the other guard that thers la snother way out of the
towar, but Hing will never think of it in time. This
gtatement would lead one to btellieve the script writers
ware leaving the door open for a fourth serial, by
glving Hing & means of escapa. However, the fourth
sarial never took place.

¥eanwhlle, Flagzh heads the Solarite ship at the
tower. Ming sees the zhlp and tries to escape through
the door, only to find it locked! Flash parmchutes out
of the ship and moments later Ming, Torch and Sonja are
blown to pleces!

After belng reunited with his friends, Flash is
told by Barin that by destroyling Ming he has saved the
Universe. Flash replies = "In his =ad axbitlon, Ming
declared that he was the Universe.® Zarkov ends the
adventure by saylng - "Then sinoe you've conquered
Hing, 1 shall radio your father - FLASH GORDON CONQUERS
THE UNIVERSEL"®

EDITOR'S WOTES:

I'd like to use thia resmining space to relate a
faw facts pertaining to the serials and other Flash
Gordon material.

The Flash Gorden serials are movie flln olasalos.
Ferhapa the dlalogue sounds "corny"™ by today's stand-
ards, but keep in mind these serials were sade well
over 30 years ago. They are, without a doubt, the best
movie serials aver made,

The Flash Gorden serlals were also made into feat-
ure versions and have been released for TV showlnza as
well., The firat serial was repamed "Space Soldiers®,
The second had two names, "Mars Attacks the World® and
"Space Soldlers Trip to ¥ars®". The third was retitled,
"Space Soldiers Comquer the Univeras®,
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In the last serial, there were two major cast
changes, Richard Alexander (Prince Bﬂrinljut: ra-
placed by Holand Drew and Carol Hughes took the place
of Jean Rogers, ma Dale Arden.

Although "Conquers the Universe® based its cos=
tuzes, charmcters and locatlons upon the newapaper
atrip, 1t had little to do with ABaymond's story line,
However, it was & much mere fitting sequel to the
first serial.

_ Although the people in charge at Universal tried
to keap ascidents at o minisus, some halr mmising ones
did take place. PBuster Crabbe was forced through some
broken glass in a shattered awimning pool and into A
tank, 1n one instance and becase badly lacerated in
ancther, Jean Hogersa, Dale Ardenm in the first twe
serinls, was almpost drowned in one ssquenas; while
Frisellla Lawson, who played Frincesas aurm in the first
serlal, cape in contfct with an electronie machine,
With a wet hand and received quite a Jolt, It sma ba-
cause of acclidents like these, that doubles wers ussd
in many of the dangerous sequences., This protected the
producers of the film from being held wp on production,
plus a good deal of added sxpense,
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FRIENDS OF FLASH GORDOM 1s the gettine to-
gather of some Flash Gordon fans to dlacusza
various aspecta of the Flesh Gordon strlp.
Flagh's friends, for this panel, are:

MIKE ROYER - JOE SINNOTT - TONY ISABELLA
and myself - MARTIN L. GHEIM.

Tony's repllies, to the questions I ssked,
were submitted in the form of & short article.
I felt it beat not to break up this article,
s0 Tony's comments wWill Appear as one state-
ment at the end of this dlscussion.

The rirst guesticn 133

"Begldes Flash Gorden, what charaocter
i the Flash Gorden strlp do you most enjoy
and why?"

MIKE EOYER - That has to be Ming, the Fercl-
legs, Emperor of the Unlwverse. 1 den't
really kmow 1f I ean f'ind & real resson for
1iking him, but there's something =zo nasty
abaut the charsster to meke him appeal to me.
Ha'g the perfect villian, as far as I'm com-
cerned, 1'm only sorry that he never re-
turned to Aaymond's pages when the artist
returned the strips locale to the planet
Hongo.

How abeut the charaster that appeals to
me the lea=st? For ingtance...Kang! God,
what & waste! Oh well...

JOE BINNOTT - I malways llked Prince Barin,
probebly because HRaymond patterned him after
Errcl Flymn, s particular favorlte of all
voys of 12 in 1938, This weas the time of
the Robin Hood movie alss. I'm sure HBaymond
wag influenced by 1t.

MABTIN GHEIM - WVultan, king of the Hawkmen,
ts m¥ personal favorite. This character and
the world he rTuled, haa to rank as one of

the most imAaginative of Raymond's creations.
Shelden (Shelly) Moldoff, DO's Hawkman
artist of the 0"z, must have thouzht so too.
He swiped many, many shots from the Hawkmern
gerles, as well as from the other Flash
Gordon storles.

Guestion #2:
wyhat Flash Gordon story 1= ¥our favor=

e TR S -

ite and why?"

MIKE HOYEH - That's & tousgh gquestlon. Senti=

ment plays & blg part in my picking the period of June
1560 through July 1941, As you'll read later, it's the
first Flmsh I ever saw and I reread 1t a thousand tlmes.
This pericd is titled "The priszons of Mengo!", by Larry
ivey. HoWwewer, there's moe %o 1T than the priscns...
the Powermen, rocket bombers, secret pollce, the over=-
throw of ¥ing and declapatien of Free Nongo, eto.

JCE SINMOTT - My ressons for plcoking Barin &s my favor=
1te sharacter would mlso have to apply for my plek of
faveorite story. The "Forest Kingdom" geriss, I also
ferl Waz Baymond's best mrtistie achievement. The Ice
Eingdom story was also great.

MARTIN GREIM - I'd have to say "The Tyrant of Hongo®
story is my favorite. Thla story had the famocus
dusling sequence between Flash and Ming, Ming's capt-
pre and escape, plus Sonja getting her just reward for
helplng Ming., (She was executed) Thiz serles was
fast paced and filled with suspense. Flash almest had
Ming here!

Question #3:
"Hew Weuld you compare Flash's second trip to Hongo
to his first?®

MIEE ROYEH - Beymond was instructed by the syndleate to
clean things up on Monge and return Flash, Dale and
Zarkovy to Earth. It seemsad Flash sheuld do his blt
towards sopbating the ensmles of demccrscy, A5 in his
case, The Hed Sword and his Invaders. In appearance
they were German, however thelr salute was the Com=
miplst elenched Tist mnd the Hazi outstretohed arm.

In January, 1941, Flash returns to Hongo to obtain rad-
tum to &id the U.S. war effert. Healiastlcally, when

the U.3. did go te war against Hazi Germany, the strip
geuldn't heve Flash fight the Gersan's With Zearkov's
¥newledge of roskets and death-rayz, ete - so Flash had
ko Be returned to Hongo, The way the story goes, Hay-
mond wns furicus that the syndicnte told him what to

do with hlsz creatien, sc after liberating Mongo and Te-
turning Flash to Earth, he becare Aisenshanted. Raymond
gtopped writing and only polished up stories the aynd-
jomte contracted for him. Although the art from Jan "4l
o 't111 the end of Aaymond's work on Flash Gorden is
hendsome and well executed, it dossn't "real” as well A5
the prewar output. Go, my Answer to your questlon must
be that I much prefer Flash's lst visit to Rongo. Tha

2nd visit lecka nice, but doespn't hold & capdle 1n
gopparison. Oh...where'd I get that stuff about
maymond and the weiting? Like they say in the movies,
"From & wery rellable source™.

JOE SINNOTT - I feel Flash's second trip couldn't
sompare with the first, Malnly becsuse the element of
gurprise was legt. I Blsa feel his work after 1940
wag never the same.

MARTIN GREIM = I'd have to say hila first trip too.
However, I believe hls secornd trip mirrored the tlmes
more. The tattles were tactically waged, 1lke those
in real life, rather than romanptically, with Flash
overcoming gresat cbsticles slngle handedly.

Guestion
"Basides Haymond, what other artlat on the Flash
Gordon strip have you en)oyed the moat?r

MIEE BOYER - Enjoy is 8 difficult word. Next to Alex
Haymond, the artist who most kept the renl "feeling"
af Flash ard Mongo, wae Austin Briggs. "It's obvlous
that Briggs was only doing 1t for the money, and page
after page of his Flash stand s= examples of & man
Arawing as little as he peasibly can. Yet, there's
gomething about them. Damnm 1%...1 look at some of
those simple pages snd they're peautiful. For me,
Briges scmehow fesls right. Alse his dally strips
shouldn't be forgetten. Although the storles are as
gilly as those written for the Sondays, it's stlll the
ipgal” Flash, graphloally.

JOE SINNOTT - After Raymond, 1t's hard to compare,
However, Briggs, Barry and Williamscon certainly have
done sxcellent work with Flash. 1 san't appreclate the
gty¥le that 1s being used today. What & job Willlamson
would do with & Sundsy page.

MARTIN GREIM = Austin Briges and Al Hilllamson certainly
captured the faymond flavor and in this area they are
my favorites. However, for the other world of Flash
Gorden, the more sclence flotlon world, Mec Rabeoy had

a pertaln leok that 1 really enjoyed. However, I and

a legion of Flash Gorden fans, would love %o ses= Al
Williamson do the Flash Gordeom Sunday pages. He's Alex
Aaymond reincarnated.

Quastion #5:
#Tn stery line, how would you compare Fl ash Gordon
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with Buck Hogers?!

MIEE RCYER - You know, it's funny...28 8 kid, and even
now, 1've never sonsidered Flash and Buck 1n the same
leagus. Of course, when you look back at the strips of
1949 on through to sround 1955, I'd take Buck over Flash
any day for drawing that appeals to me. Don't misunder-
stand me...I love the Buck Hogers Sunday strip, but 1t
just wasn't the same kird of feeling I had for Flash.

1 could get totally lnvelved in Eeymond's worlds.

JOE SINKOTT - I never read Buck Rogers very much, so I
can't compere their story llnes. 1 pan't see how Flash
could be egqualed hoWwever = Aeymond was such s great
atory teller.

MARTIN GREIM - I could never really get interested in
Buclk Bogers, exoept when Murphy inderson drew him. s
Mile sald, "You get tokally ilnvolved in Raymond*=
worlds" and 1 just couldn't do that with Buck,

Question #6:
nit what peint in the Flash Gordon story line did
you enjoy Beymond's art the most?”™

WIEE BOYER = The evolutlon of his draftsmanship of April
1937 through July 1538, But I dig 1t alll The flrst
oouple of years were his best 8z & "somic" artist. Late
3B through 40 were probably his best for overall detall,
150 mnd -'41 were, I believe, his most comfortsble as a
stylist. It's interesting to note that Hal Foster
jolned Eing Peatures Syndleate in 1937 (Peb.) and in
Feb = 38 Frinse Valiant is syndicated Mation wide in
the same Puck comlc section with Flash Gorden. Rotice
what period Haymond sliminates taloons for stralght
narrative and refines his work to super draftsmanship?
That's right...1937 - 1938. Influence? Campatitlion?

JOE SIMNOTT - I liked the Baymond art of 136 - 4.

MABTIN GHEIM = The 1940 - 1%%1 perlod. From "Tyrant
of Mongo™ into "The Ilce World of Mongo" is how 1
picture Flesh. Raymond at this point, showed great
draftsmanship. His later work just didn't have the
detall hiz work At this periocd comtained.

Questlon #7:
"Iy closing, expound on anything related to Flash

Gordon thet you'd care to."

MIKE RCOYER = For me, Flash Gordon ceme into exslstance
one cold rainy Oregon evening im the early fall of 1950.

I was thumbing through the comloc books, on
the rack at our femilies regular grocery
gtore. I came upon Harvey's Flash Gordon
Ha. 1. I had no prior exposure to the won-
derful worlds created by Alex Haymomd. In
ract, i1t wasn't until two yeare later, while
digging in a trunk 1n that fabulous reposit-
ory of treasures, my grandmother's attle,
that I even became aware that the Flash
Gordon of Harvey Comics haed pre-existed on
the solorsd Sunday comlc page, and that its
creator had & rame 8t all. Resting et the
bottom of the trunk, where my mother had
placed them as a girl, I dizcoversd thers
wasg much more to Flash Gorden than ¥ eye-
wern Harvey Comlcs. A& questlon of my cwn
new = Why didn't the writers of the strip
use Ming again, after Flash was returned to
Mongo? Let's face it...HRaymond pever said
Hing was desd...just parslyzed...och well.

JOE SINNOTT - Tou ean't realize what a thrill
it was te be & kid of B when many of these
great strips started in 1934 - Flasgh, Terry,
gte. You wouldn't belisve how we walbted for
the Sunday page. It wea grest anticipatlon,
& these sdventurss were 811 new and qulte
believable o & boy growing up with them.

It was s great period to be & kidl

MARTIN GEEIM - Flasgh Gordon began for mne &s

a short feature in EKing Comlcs and one Harvey
gomic, I hed sz a boy. Through the years, I
gaved sertain somles snd Flash Gordon was cne
of the=, It wes Al Williamson's first Eimg
Comic that reawakened my interest ln Flash.

I had been involved with super heroes for S0
long, that 1 had almest forgotten how great
Baymond's worlds were. Howewver, @3 you Gan
gee by thiz igsue, my love for Flesh Gordon
didn't stay dormsnt long.

ToHY ISARELLL
Filash & Dele & Tony & Azura
by Tony Isabella

The woerld is full of rToobs. I know. I
work for & newapaper. MoBEt papers ATe LIO=
duced for rocbs by roobs. Especially those
newspaper "furnies.” The recb ceomica page
reader reads L1'1 Abner for the radical new
ineights it offers. When he wants realism,
he reade Mary Worth and belleves matchmaklng
1z the key to happilness, He thinks Manoy is outrRgeous-
1y funny and that Fogo 1s & atrip for the "little kid-
dies.® He'sz the man who irvariably gets elected to
public office by thousands 1ike him. Helpt

The roob doesn't apprecinte Flash Gordeon. The
roob san't get into a world totally unllle hi=z., He
gan't appreciate the bullding of an existence totally
unlike his. High adventure to the roch 1= watehlng
Matt Dillon shoot an unarmed drunk. Fortunately, none
of we who gather hers are roobs. We can digcuss Flash
Gordon and the mmazing World Alex Raymond created for
we. The rocbs are watching Hes Haw in the next room,

Woody Gelman started 1t for me. He came out with
that fantastieally beautiful Flash Gerdon voluma, PRES
after page of exclting snchantment. 1 was hooked. I
bummed eccmie book reprints of Flash Gordon newapaper
strips. I sat enraptured, whlle viewing the three
Flash Gordon - Buster Crabbe seriala. My feat were
golidly planted. I wetched four chapters of Buck
HRogers, before realizing the thing did net take place
en Monge, 1 saw Hawkmen where they weren't and thor-
oughly enjoyed the illusicn. 1 begged Blg Little Bocks
from & generous eollector, to fill the gaps of my resd-
ing., Mongo might net e Ehe best of all possible warlde
but it's better than fighting with clty editors.

Flash Gorden dominates the Flesh Gordon strip. He
iz Alex Aaymond's central mover gnd that'a as it should
be. But, it 18 to Baymond's eredit that he was able to
populate the strip with other well=developed snd inter-
esting characters. Dale, Zarkov, and Ming are atereo-
types cerried beyond the limite of that sterotyping and
made to breathe B speslsl realism into the strip. Nor
did HAaymond chemt on supporblog charesters like Wultan
and Gundar, Esch has a reallsm of hia own. Even bit
players, like Captaln Splis and ¥ajer Darin (both in
the Noatalgis Fress bock}, heve a robllity and reality
that few lemding charmcters hed. My fararite character
Discounting Flagh, it would have to be Azurn the Witch
Quesn, Gundar, Vultan and Major marin follow closely,
wut 1 hawve thiz fetish for bemutlful soreerasscs. They
sontain an earthiness within A mystic aurs and thatia
8 hard combinetion to lgnore.

Plash Corden (by Alex Haymond) i= poasibly the
greatest comle strip adventure ever recorded. Bub one
episode in the run of the strip stands out from the

(CONTIMUED 0N LAST PAGE)



FIASH GORDON

SNCE ITS BEGINNING IN 1934, THE
FLASH GORDON STRIP INTRODUCED

MANY FASCINATING PEOPLE AND
PLACES. MONGO IS A WORLD OF
MANY RACES, RANGING FROM THE
PRIMITIVE TO THE SUPER SCIENTIFIC,
RANGED WITH TOWERING MOUNTAINS,
AREAS OF VOLCANIC ACTIVITY AND
LUSH VEGETATION OF GIGANTIC -
PROPORTIONS, HUGE REPTILES STILL

WALK THE LAND.
THE FOLLOWING IS A BRIEF

LOOK AT THE PLANET MONGO!

HOWEVER,
NOT ALL
MONSTERS

AND THE
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rn WORLD WHERE
~4 MONSTERS ROAM
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ALSO A WORLD
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A TECHNOLOGY THAT CAN

CREATE WEAPONS LIKE THE
° LION MEN'S SPACE~
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THE WORLD OF MONGO
HAS MANY RULERS

RONAL AND )M ¢
KING BARIN AND  TRIA=OF FRIGIA G yuLTAN~ \/,
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THE WITCH ?
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T ONE TIME OR ANOTHER, —| r ELASH GORDON 1‘\4‘_”

ALL OF THESE MONARCHS || WOULD NEVER HAVE
[, CAME INTO CONFLICT WITH \ SEEN MONGO, IF
W/ MING THE = ¢ NOT FOR THE
: MERCILESS =)  GENIUS OF
DR. HANS ZARKOV

DALE ARDEN, | N\ ‘ .4~ ADVENTURE THAT TOOK

SHARED Him FROM THE ICE
\ His RLD OF Fﬂlﬁfﬂrﬁ g
ADVEN TURE e

‘TU THE
UNDERWATER ¢
KINGDOM OF

KINGDOM
) oF
ARBORIA




MONGO WAS FINALLY FREED FROM MING,
BY MEN LIKE THESE, AND FLASH, DALE
AND ZARKOV RETURNED TO EARTH

COUNT BULOK~ LEADER
OF A BAND OF OUTLAWS
WHO USED ABANDONED
SEWERS TO FIGHT MiINe

ERGON~ CHIEF OF ﬁﬁ%
THE POWER X1

- MEN -MONGO'S

; ENGINEERS %

' CAPTAIN SUDIN - CAPTAIN
OF MING'S FLAGSHIP AND
HEAD OF THE NAVAL MUTINY

AFTER A SHORT STAY ON EARTH, QUEEN DESIRA
FLASH RETURNED TO MONGO ~ AND BRAZOR
THIS TIME LANDING ON A DIFFERENT
CONTINENT ~
TROPICA!

FLASH
AND
GUNDAR

DESIRA'S THRONE HAD BEEN
TAKEN OVER BY BRAZOR —
FLASH RESCUED DESIRA
AND WITH THE AID OF THE
DESERT BANDIT GUNDAR, HE
= RESTORED HER TO THE
THRONE! FLASH GORDON,
~HERO OF MONGO~
I:“}:\\: \TE?_';—JFL_-.\—*.-E“"F._,/'“’_,«
3?:!\.‘%:- Wi < -’“7
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Flash & Dale & Tony & Azura
{eontinued from page 3B)

regt. That eplsode 1z "The Power Men of Mongo.® 4&ll
the slassic elements are in this eplsgde. A struggle
for freedom, betrayal , captivity, lost love and found
love, and an uncommon herolsm shown by the common
people. Flash is dylng 1n an ajrless coffin. All
geems lost. Bangh Eing 1= overthrown ln the gpiddle
of the night. He sits on hils ass dupbfounded. A
degerved, highly satisfying fate. HNo wonder the epi-
gade 18 my favorite.

With Ming disposed of, a chenge of pace was def-
inetely called for. Alex Haymond sent hls planet-
conquaring hero back to hiz own home world for a elash
with the Hed Sword Invaders. But Earth was much too
mundane, compared to the exotle lands of Hongo and,
bafore too long, Flaeh and company wers returning to
their adopted plenet. The second series of adventures
on Mongo 1s worthy of note. They are exoltlng, well-
told stories. They are not, however, up to the stand-
arda set by the earlier adventures. The major reason
for the superierity of the first atorles is that the
later adventures lmck & willailn comparable to Ming
the Merclless, Ming was mll powerful. Before Flash
Gorden entered his life, Ming was unchallenged by man
or beast. He had Flash outelaased from the very be=-
gining. Thelrs was a touch-and-go battle, with the
putcome in doubt from Sundey to Sunday. On his re-
turn to Monga, Flash was battling & lesser grade of
fiend. We knew he was going to win againat him. In
the firat series, the smart money was on Ming all the
WAY.

Fuck Rogers, the other (and first) sclence-
fantasy adventurer in the newspapers, started cut with
the same kind of meaesive challenge that Flash faced,
Buck had & world to eave from tyranny also. But the
Mongols were pickpockets compared to Ming. They were
soch disposed of. It took over aix years to bring
Ming to justice, and he went dewn fighting. Both had
atory lines of equal potentlal; Alex Haymond S1mpLy
pade more of his atrip's potentisl than Fhil Nowlan
and Dick Calkins 4id of theirs. A= fer artwork, there
never was any competition. Dick Calkins drew appealing,
tut crude strips. Alex Baymond illustrated. With a
VENEZEATOS .

1 personally prefersed Haymond's artwork during his
tThe Tournament of Honzo™ episode. At thils time, for

all its beauty, the strip has a basle, barbaric ap-
peal, Armies were forgotten. Indlvidusls had stolen
the stage for individusl combat apd the artwork wes
reflesting this intense, phyaical combat between two
men, Even the crowd scenes reflected thils individual
struggle., I den't think there has been snother comlc
gtrip fight to match this cna.

When Alex Raymond left Flagh Gorden, the strip
1sat 1ts greatness. Alex Baymond, the writer, the
artizt, had made Plash Gordon. Without him, the atrip
was lackluster. It remained that way until 1966 when
A1 Williamson wrote apd drew Flash Gordon #1 for the
new line of Eing Comics. I don't belleve thera's
another helr to Alex Baymond today. I doubt there'll
e one tomorrow. The only shortcoming in AL Willlam=-
son's three lssues of Flash Gordon was that 1t lacked
the mmssive challenge, the epic elsment.

It iz this eplc slement that made Flash Gordon
the finest adventure strip sver created, It ia this
eple element that will restore Flash Gordon to great-
ness, Someday,

--Tony Isabella

To close this Flash Gordon issue, I fesl a mention
of Buster Crabbe, the star of the Flash Gordon filma,
iz 1n order.

Buster Crabbe, was born Clarence Linden Crabe.

At the time the serials were made he stood &1 1%
welghed 188 lbe., had a &5" chest, 32" waiet, apd 16"
biceps, for all you data lovers. & graduste of the
University of Southern California in 1932, he scored
that year ng a swimsming champion in the Olympic Games
in Los &ngeles. In 153%, he made a name for himself,
when he starred in the feature movie "Tarzan the Fear-
less." Two years later, he was slgned for the lead in
Flash Gordon. After the first twe serials, Buster be-
came Bhck Hogers for 12 more chapters of outer space
agtion, 1n the mid-1950's Buster starred ss Captaln
Gallant of the Forelgn Legion, along with his =on,
Cullen "Cuffy" Crabbe. bHuster hes since bocoms cXxeo-
utive director of & swimming pool congtruction firm
and has gulded Cascade Industries to & leading poslt=
len in that rield.

Well, I see by the illustration below, that two friends

of mine have dropped by. I'm going to take & little
trip with them. GSee you next lssue gangl - MLG.







