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Putting out o Fanzine can reslly

some changos, Take
For Instance., In the
past six months editor-in-chieof Dok
hpa gone from being =2 comics dealer
to being n daring young FanZine od-
itor,,.and at last report, he had
throsn a3ll ecaution { nobt o =mention
a stack of yellowing zip-a-tane and
pme  half-oaten jolly sardeich) to
the winds in an attempt to hacora &
big nase artist with the Dan Adkina
B3 Fug.

2lifer, in tho scantimo, has gone
o5zt to  study Erooklynese at the
foot of Grand=Gang=Guru Quffy VYoh=
land, All of which =panz that ['=
stuck =mith pounding oul this issue's
aoditorial, while trying to fgnore
the mpchanienl kibubtzing of &y moeta
allie co=aditor; Rogle=2000. (wait
'til he finds aut he has to proofs=
read the Fingl lay=puts]l Chortle]

So what"s the paint of Lalkins
about tho changes owr humble ataff
endures? Glad you askedl The sim-
ple Fact i3 that CPL i3 gonno chango
also. MNow don't got all uwpset)
CPL haa #lways been wunderaoing ch-
ange, Afterall, originally it w35
nothing more than 3 comics catalos,
There will be nothing reslly drastic
in the new changes, Basically we'il
b cutting back to & quarterly sche=
dule, This*ll give our faithful
staff a chance to meoet dezdlines
while stil)l leading what are suppose
to be noreal lives, Secondly, wo
are bringing to & close owr first
and pruUubly lazt subseription dri=-
ve. No Fore Subml It goes withowt
;J?i“ that all provious sups wil)
ne honoraed, That mEang we
to beao publishing watil, 3t lepsd,
igsue 812l Shoeesh]l Anyway, you oon
count om CPL changing,..hopefully
for the better, We won't be goinn
slick, ar typeset, or four-colar,..
but Bob and the paper shortege wil-
1ing, we will {isproval How? Stay
with ws and Find out]

And now, let's take a
aud nushEr S8VEn,

Aa =entioned last Qssuo, =e
prezenting & rolieing interview
Crair Russell and 2 booutiful
falie of visuvals by bhe Ezxlond ps

put youw through
the CPL erew,
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by Bob & Sterno

Hayerik. And although Ehose two Fas=
tures, alang with the stusaning vis-
vals by Poul Gulacy and Dan Adking,
theoaten Lo =ake this the special
"Ohie® issve, theore's atill OGS
for the waual ecolusns by Mossrs.
Brnicky, Vohland, Slifer a8 well as
yours trulyl Plus, this f{ssue, the
rosathkable return to Fenzines of the
danmdering Fan himself, Tony lssbel-
lal Alse, more art by Don Newston,
Bashful Bob and overybody's Ffavor=
ite Conndian, Jehn L, Byprne.

And mext issul...the second A=
stallmont of *"Tho Secret Life of Pe-=
ter Parker™, in which my old sehool
chym, Franklin W. Maymerd Gtakos an
im-gdepth look at owr friendly neigh-
borheod arachnid®s religious lean-
imgs, Plus all the uswval Femtupes,.
wnd more fun and thrills than you
can shake & stick at)

¢ wntil next issue, here's wish=
ing you good reading and asz fearless
dob shys. ..
Hoavy Homongors,
Sternc &and Rog=2000

Dear CPL Readership,
1 have roturned Fro=
Eaat Liverpool, ORhis
tiere | made my Flrst attespt to o
pre. At the time  you resd this, I
will =till mot know the fate of mny
sampla pages thet woere sont to Har=
vel. MNewver fesr, | shell keep you
all inforeed oz mows breaks, But |
interupt Sterma's editorial

the depths of

diefn " &
For a =monent of chest beating,..

cong to the attentisn of
taff that cortain parties
hez seen Fit to ifonore the
lews protecting our publi-
would Llike to let it be
D ‘h1t CPL is protected by a lao=
gal copyright and we are Gtotally
within our rights to prosccute any
wiolatera, (C.P.L.#5 Copyright regi-
stration '261E? c. P.L.F5 Copyright

It has

r OB

reaintretion !2&1?1]

4r foel it iz the duby of CPL
readers Lo infore us  when they sus=
noct & yiolation of our copyright
enn Lo withdraw thelir support From
any  rublication doing such, It is
2y vour support that CPL §s able to
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THE FIUE MOGST GRIGINAL COMIC
SERIES aF 1973

Praalere ond featered the adyonturas
of one Or,

the craXzy and lovable
is subjected b Lhe
ierut Ay of k7 adherents
g Ehat =nngk® nf
dApterminad-=-Lthe :

Emnh wesp
Tl nf =asins
=allective

1 BSROET R =00 LR

Ehpe nueat wear &on ba

"nece™ wriber, thit  "bhisk= artlsk,
*hosk® gkoapy, "best® series, oto.
pheor in F;:r_'_' Emin f= Anme Ewic@.. ..
ancr by tha Sreas i Ehe sutas of the
anaual  ShrrFas awsrds aad onoe Dy BN
Fangom=at=lorar through the CDosic O

Fon Amards.
"Hask "
Ths word haz o horrendously fub=
jactive taste te it, dosan®hb JR7
Hom about iF w=o look hack mt  BLhe
cosiea af 1973 from annither porapocs
tivp==gay, Lnatead of Judging the
"mast™ of the year by diccoazing tho
most *"imaginative” co=ics of tho
yoar., Or perhaps  the ypar's @ott
*innovativea™ booka, ur

ATk

hetter yot, o

L.

Stranqge.

let"s luysp "imaginztive® and “innav-
aktive® into a single heading: “or-
fginality®, To be sure, judging the
“ariqinality™ of the wvarlous funny
mooks im a subjective procoss as
wall, But at leoaat ER's nobt Ba vogua
and slopny as detersining the best,

Howawer, there are seae defindt-
fong and ground Tulos.

1. Hereln we'll be discussing
easaie aprbfos, or, iFf you will, comic

titles, In othor words, w=e'll look
pt o manarine §n its onbtirety (ot

least a4 far as 1973 is concornoed)
and aot at ainple fssues,

Z.The idea of "ariginelity”™ mAeans
the relevant meritis of platiting and
aseripting, artwork,and=={mpartantly,
the aeries' enderlying eoncapts.fron
this perspoetive, swech hooks as Cons
amn, Thp Shadow, Thrzan, nd oihnrs
adapktad rree anrlier nom-gemies wmork

a aptomatically exeluded sines Ehay
are nobt tatally arisinal, Aepriat
titles, of couTac, 3re put, OUn tho
ather hand, longe=rysanine aeries auch
A= Suncrsan, Batean, Solder-Man and
Famntzatie Four arze in the rwnning
hecausn thei= amn  basie story linos
are arinin=1 ta khe world of cosics,
The thing teo,thopsh, theis wory lone-
royity motks agaimat  thes  bocauae
sftap quch lore puAat  Rhoere §7 ATHE=
fopn 1i*eio gmbpaddon remxin-
Enn Lo b avnipfted i thin
1napnrdn,

(2 03! el
thicf & own

.|.-..-|.-\.!-.-.b_.-|..|-||.1r:l :-\.rn“ hl-:r oy -...l.
with thia bn mied, Saelaalfl, s "H:!1
v b rle e o =opies of The F Spers
1 rimims ] Famie SGoae{ies pf 19775,

sl spsdioe of

e .;..5;.-.!_

mnspnend do LR

This =peb

107" prain af Sareal
—

Last yosr's advantures
sorcery differsd sarkadly From

thi
good doctor®s ocorlier uxflnitsj in
Strange Tales, and the series enjoy-
od the acded distinction of Bolng
the only qne on the earket today
Festuring o modern-day sorcorer.With
Ors Strange,manic is the book's Aos-
talt. And despite the fact that var-

Tous R.f. Howard concephks were ovi-
dont 1A the year's First three fs=-
auss of KBF (#8-10), their treatment

by GCardner Fox and Stove Englehart
guite noatly =asked this Fact, Thelr
use waan't extensive onough o bBan-

fah the doings of Strange from Ehe
roaln of oriaimality.

Perhmapz the most amjoyable and
thouaht=-provoking aspect of the sar-

fpa, not oaly in 1973 but baglaning
with fts rpovival in 19%2 at the
handa of Arshie GCondein and Sarry
Smith, wa= its troatment of 1ifn and
1ife's maszpnco==and its =ucings on
thir nzture of tha aftor=1Eife, 248 =as
the case  with the now-departed Ang=
fent fne.Tn BP #17 1 found Stranqe'’s
reflactinmg  on l1if0, death snd his
awn Yelbtapschivune [ynu quess what |
safid,se), guite abtriking:

Lifg===" he said, "Ths oprosite
af 1ife ia not death, hul ron=cxist=
gnra, Ta die aeans havian Lived=but
bn ot awlat mpsse aothinn, Te live
napanc @n InFleenne The cnsena, Lne's
AreAnnTr==CRafRtRE 0V-

itk lonnaapnals
mafinn i nerTA,
BTha sanmns §8 r_\-l.,rr:r]l:‘_hiﬁ-"\-. i nf=

quTar

¥ oam b veyar el oAf Emp npomerg i RO
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strange Lo preaserve the gife,

“This lizard mgans everybthing to
Just as all living things do.

This lzard ia 2aeeed in its eoxist-

ence, For a foe seconds, [ held the

life of a sacred boing im sy hands,®

"what an swesome responsibility,”

While Fox"s script In F8 was tup=-
gld and long=windod, Emglahart's of=
forks In the asuccoeding 1ssuss flow=
ed sepobhly and,at tlses;sloguently,
Thia was onz of the serfos® greataest
atronaths, Another wos fta intricate
1nd eosdelling pletline=-=Flrat, theo
Battle analimat Shusa=Gorath, the cos-
aie obacenity who planned to  dofoat
Strenge and Lnstitutionalize a wor--
zhip of evil on Earth and throughou
the univepse, and later, in  fzdues
1=, 50rangn’s struggle agalinst the
would=be Cod, Sisc-nos.

The lateat three [ssves highli=
ahted & leas atilted,sete huson SEr-
anae than the one portroayod earllier,
Hiz very hyranity sas ao=sphasized as
his noble aspeaches and hehavior
eturbled at times when hoe ploaded
mith Sfan-nan for mercy En bohalf of
others as the twe, alono mith the
owil Baton Fardes, trsveled baockwnrd
thyopnh Li=g,

Aa far the art,Jf= Starlin's work
im S2sun 8 was helow par, but Fronk
Hrumaer"s takveaver Ehe next  isasue
Brousht 2 now 1Ife ta the Ffoakuro,
His work I=orowed noticeably with
magh passing fssum thanks ko Ehg
help of the Cruzty Yow-knog-shos,

Clozo mehind Br. Stranqe in  the
originality race ia DC's Swamp Thi-
N Like 3 nusbor of other sories,

t Foatures consistontly syperior
arhwork and Fine writing: =hat =sekts
it apart {3 lta imherent diffecence
fros those serios,

super=hpera

Swamp Thing I3 nat &
hook nnE Tt's not really o =eyotery/
harror bopk, yobt L%t manages to cos=
bine the bast cle=gnts of Bath, And
aside from the similarity in thair
nasgs, the Swasp Thing iz gquite far

=g,
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removed fros Marvel®s Man=Thing,both
in terms of guality and concopt.

In foct, whon you think about it,
thelir namas should Be axchengod--Lthe
Swa=spr Thing, with O, Alec Holland
alive within his and the Fact that
he's raroly featurcd in  ssampy sot-
tings, i3 more of & “man-thing®,
whil® there's Litkle b0 moko one

think there's aaything ean=like 2=
bout ®zrvel?s sonater-ef the Cver-
glodes,

But no =ztter, The Importont She-

ing iz that OC"s Foature i3 a  such
rore compealling one tham Mapvel's,
Instoad of being 3 sindless, Hulkish
bieast, the Ssamp Thince I gquite alive
and intelligent...but comndemmned to
srareh ondleasly for the key to hia
chysical huranity. The pathoa of the
serics atess from the inescapable
Fact that no one will over uAder=
atand him, elthough many will ayos=
pathize with him.,

In fszsuve F4, the Fizat of 1973,
thoe Swomp Thing tengled wikh & worg=
xolf and wont on two months later ko
by bafriended by & young warlock and
his rFamiliar, Soth storiez drow
heavily on gothic and =systiczl elo-
rants for their plets, The alxth fa-
sue Founs him §n o village of ehild
like robots and sigralled o shift in
eaphasis away from theo gobthic as tho
Conclave sub=-plot began to draw ko a
clese, The fFollowine fssue, this
year's high peint, Found thoe Swamp
Thing pitted acalnak an uyAcomprohem=
ging--and yncomprerising==Bntean ag
Ehey erngsed paths in thoeir bBattleos
Eqﬂinﬂh the ctiminal orsanization.
the naxt twoe lsaues woeren't guito as
qood a5 the previous onesiboth sprm=
od padded o8 nelther scripter Len
Wedn ner artiat Borni Wrichtsonm were
able %o got ko khe point of Ehg
torias with any smount of dispatch,

Ume of the nicest thincs abeut
this series {s that Weln hes  Boon
akle to convey its baale thospe==the
contrest bDoteorn the Swasp Thiﬂq'ﬁ
casontisl hueanity and the inRussns-
ity of the surrounding world-without
having to seash £t inte the roader's
head, Eaeh lssue iz 8 vignektte,cos=
plete In itself despite the running
cub=-plots. This Ls qood For ¢ thoese
and Feature such nn this: eayway, 2
mozay eight=-Ffoobt esonsterp gefinitely
isn't the soop-opera typa.

How Swnmp Thing will Ffare in the
Future Tem2ins Eo Be seen. Wikh
Neatoer Redondo roportedly slated to
take over from Wrightsen, it may lose
somp of fts Fluld vitality, But ri-
ght noew one thinms {9 cortain-both of
the blg comic companies can learn a
lot about tho dynamicas of offoetive
story=telling From this book ,

Third an the list {3 tho Jonah Hipw
Fosture in DC's Weird Wostern Teles,
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callows son
of o Biten that it's not hard to un=
deratand =hy the Ffeaturs has rocelv-
ad some vehgsent criticise in Wul's
letters colusn,

The vary Fack that Hex i8 46 wh=
Feeling; makes him wunigue [n the
realms of wmestern co=ic horoes...énd
azide fros the wory carly Sub=Farin=
er,; bhe's proatbiy sell wnigue asong
all comic heroca.

Ho¥ i3 am anti-hero, the Ltype of
parean 2 syfer=-hero could Aever BDe
and yet be acceptable on the
today. ®aybe this {3 2 reflection
an  the psevdo-olitist wiew we In
1974 mave of suraelves-=fit's sll ri=-
ght for & Former=-Confederate-tutnod-
tounty Rhunter to be & truly hard and
mgan  Cusd...buk, a8y, contosporary
neroes such 33 Daredevil er Groon
Arrowe? Uh, uh. No wayl

driter John Albino's charecteoriz-
ation of Hox has bepn eloar and of -
fective without distrtacting the tea-

HMgx i3 such an ugly and

der from the story Ltseolf. For
oxample, in WET FH1 we Fimd Hox
Bringlng to Ltowhn thrae ouvbtlaws he'd
tounded up. They run inte 2 snom-
storms 2long the m=ay. Soom, ome of
the ovtlows colla out to him,

Hox: "wWoell, =hut iz 19"

Outlaw: "Jasperl H=he's stepped
coughing.,..l think ha's,,..chucked
fel"

Hewe: “I8 thet all? Look, Boy;,
don"t go callin® =g agin"' wnleoasa
it"s lmportant, y"hear?”

Jaaper, Fof Lhe record, had Baeh
wingod in the shoulder by Hex =hile
ho was capturing the trie, A fow
seconds later Hox had noachalantly
kickod hils Full in the Face.

Albino's Hox is his owmn =an, un=
concerned about justice wnlesa he's

diroctly Invelved in the conflict at
hand., Ostansibly he's a bounty hunt-
@ty looking for tha rewards he'll
recelve For hauling in the Bad gquys
dend or slive; Hex sin't perilec'lar.

Yet

stands,

there are traces of an lnmer
softness and comcern For others, Hex
is by np mgpng an ascetic @nd hag

Boen kaoen to take a Fow days off to

find hissoelf o seonoritas acroess the
BOEdOT .
githout delving extensively into

Hox"'s =ind, Albino haa mansgoed Lo
infuae him with & distinmct and un=-
mistakable poersenality, The nice th-
ing mbout Albine's technique i3 that
ity subtlojinstoad of gatharing tha
dotalls fres a protagonmiat's mouth,
as is sg often Hhe case with athor
sgvies, tha reader leacns more about
Hex'"s characterization wkith gach of
hia actlons,

Artiat Tony Oepluniga, 1 daraesay,
is tha boat wmostorn artlast ever Lo
grace tho pagos of comica. While sy
gxperience =with weéstarn comics  fa
skotechy at beat; 1 can at least say
that, judging from DCYs ond Marvel's
weatern roprints, no artiak has Deon
=oro adopt ot capturing Ethe essent-
fal roughrness and emotlon of the old
wesk thanm Doluniga.

Wike Fleofaher teok over the scrip=
ting job with WwT #22, bubt bBased on
Albino®'s stories and 3 Fill=Ekn by

Arnold Dreke,the series is well wer-
th reading regularly.

TP ] e Ryl Pl sy S

drace youlsolf for numsber £,
you Toady?

PREZ.

™= not joking, people, This pro=-
duct of Joo Simon"s leagination L2
ag stramge and of fFbeat that 1t haa
no parallel,,.oxcept, of course, For

kre

thn Emo lzsups of Simon's cearlier
grother Powor, The Gook, shich &is
Proz's diroct-lino ancaster, IF Tho
Caonk had tesgined on Lhe stands,

Brothor Power auroly would have made

[t to tho White House boeford EQo
long.
Brez i3 setire; of courso--satire

ehich at times i3 30 heavy=handed

snd blatant that many write it off
unthinkingly, Yot dosplte ites heoawy
nandodaess 1t's light<hearted. Pol-
jtical satire reigns inm  ita 42 17 11
and each atory attacks o  difforont
target within this oveorall stariing
point, Significantly, though, [t's
done without m trece of the self-
rightoouaneas that characterized
aome of Denny O'Neilts work on  the
old Green Laatern/Greon Brrom series
of that porapated such of Eike Fr-
jodrich*s writing Ffor Julie Schwartz
guring the past fowm yoears,

Fuych aof Prer*s satice Ia done just

far the sake of Fun, &3 =ith issuo
#2°'s parody of Gobby Fisher. Two is-
sues later the terget acomaz te have
bBoen Farvel "s Worescll by Right and
Tomb of Draculs books: the wofewolfl
wns Wolfman, the asbassador From
Teanaylvania, while Dracula wns =

legless eripple, scooting msround on
a little cart with the aid of hand-
blocks, At tho sase tisa, though,
Simon manmges to got In a Fes back-
handod slaps at certain targets=mMay=
or Dalay in §1, the myth of peace in
ous vislent world in the first Ffow
pages of #2%, and the right-wing Min-
wtoemon organization in #3,

The book has none of the oh-3o-
garnogt seriousness that chapsctar-
izes =any coelca, particularly Gthe
Barvaels, and this =ay put sosa Ffans
off, 50 be ft. But this won"t alter
the fact that Prez is certalinly im-

aginative and Innovative, and ably
prosonted within the context of i{ts
chosen *"imaginary world.=

Lastk of the five 1z Marvel's

Coptain Marvel,ehich is probably the
“best®™ suporhoro cosie so0ld today.
It rakes the List despito the meturo

of itz platline, which has drawen
heavily from the Kirby Trilogy: the
Goad guys ri?htinq the baddie {Tha-
nos,/Darkaseid)

who Is secking the key
to Ultieate Pu-rr (the Cossic Cube/
the Anti=Life Equatinn), and despite
the similaritios boteeen the sysbio-
sis of Rick Jones/Mar=vell and Billy
Batzon/Captain =arvel.

CF makes the liat Because Jis
Starlin fis o master story=teller,
dhile hiz asrt isn't power-packed

like ¥ishy"s,it exudes its osn spece
fal bramnd of My jeaty,one which draws
the reader into it rather then lesps
ot &t him,

Since  Starlin plotes the secfos
hiraelf and of late hos been writing
it m2 well, hets Bpon able o sdd
1ﬁanln3'[vﬁ touckes and twists  that
mauld aoreally be {spessible, He
tends te conter the story around its
Artistie possibiliticos, finstead nof
Lthe pther wny araund, His fourneyn
fnte Yaraynl]lfa mins *fe, =hall we
12y, mind-kasslinc, ocohonosd 5 LAy

are by his intricete and well-defin=
wd fllustrationa. (I'd hate to zoe
5 DL artist LEy the saaqg thing work-
ing fros another esriter's seript.)
Tha and result Ls o beswtiful, read-
able product;unaurpassed in its cho=
s@n teals,

.._.1 veL Coali ar %

CﬂPTﬂIH
ARVEL
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Finally, &n Henorable Mention For
8 single story: tho Steve Englahact/
5al Amgndoln Ostean ssga, “Wight of
the Stalker,” 4in Dotective EEEiil
#4359, Horo sas THE DLF INITIVE Bet-
man, outwardly shad of his husanity..
truly a "creaturs of the night.™ I
bring this story wp because it could
wall have been Batsan's wery flpat
atory back in the late Thirtiea==it
captured perfectly comics only real-
ly unfgue crime=fightor snd sahows
how wtterly terrifying he can be,
Englehart's Gatean, unlike those of
the othor eriters, would not be Feoa-
tured in an Earth-One colebritios/
expose’ magazine, I1t's a shamo that
other Batssn writers and artists
haven®'t been able to soe the Masked
Fanhunter for what he should be,

1"'1“115‘:
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Before starting this Intorviaw I
would Iike %o stake that this took
place on tha 11tk Ffloor of the Do-
trodt Hilten in Craig®s room. Poas-
ing the gquestisnas Far CPL  were Kis
Eastland, Butch ®chmia, snd myaself,

Crailg Russell, For the record is
&8 ahy, ressrved Individeal with somp
pratiy strong ideas about coasics and
Fandom,ss you will sson Find out,
For you nit-pickers who have ts knowm
Cralig I3 twenty-ane yoars ald and
is currontly living in Srooklyn =ith
Cang loader, Duffy Vehland, ....Bab

CPLy First off Craig, =hat comics
do you hive credited to vour namae at
the somant?

CRAIG: Threae splsodes of Ant=FMan,
8 Dr. Stronge, a Ireon ®an, and sev=
cral shert stories,

CPL: I kfow you've done somg  work
on Conan too. Issue #27, correct  mo
if I'm wrong, Did you de imking on
that f3sue?

CRATG: 1 only did Eﬂkiﬁq on SRE OF
two panels, T did mll Ehe HAck-
grounds ln that I1ssye though, Smith
did the lay-outs in blue poncil aad
Val Mayerik filled im 811 the o=
ple.

CPL:  Condn looked a 1ot like Than=
ger In that Lasue,

CRAIGC: Thats the way Thongor should
have looked like., Anyway, Val dig
the Finfahad drawing amd | dig all
the backgrounds, castles and sueh,

CPLe Did S=ith do anly the First
two pages?

CRAIG: Yos. Me did poncil ke First
two pages and then blue penciled the
rost of the atory, That {ssue was=
prodguced very paorly.

Suppasedly, the wxhole roason
For it was so Smith could get ahead,
Hit wts slow because he put =5  =uch
wark Inte sach Isaue of Conan thab
it put his behind schedule. 1% was
3till morking out until Oan g0t be-
hind on his inks, 30 se fFinished it
&nd sont it to be lettered amd all
that, Some parts mere so bad  that
Dan had to shite out whole sections
Bngd re=do thom. At the timo, Aole
ther val ar [ wers inkers snd the
tylos were simply incompatible,
Dan inked part of it and sent about
feven pages te S8l Syusco=a,

The gsad thing da2 that 1t was
3o late that Lt had %o be colored
S¥ernight, The coloration was sim-
Bly hideousl Night scenes were all
*ed and yallow and Conan wswally has

Sxcaptional coloring,
hat Conan was done bafore my

First full length gasic, Thon [ =as
Slven =y rirsg Ant-Man atory, It
®ar arranged at Sarvel that Oan
Would do lay-outs but as it workad
Sut, T drew it ond Dan did the cor-

11
rections,

And he did cerrect an awfully
lot of mistakes, though, We alae got
In 2 mess of arguesents,tool {laugh
ter) After that, they gave me the
Ur. Strange te <o and I really
knocked mysclf out on 1t, bBubt 1E mas
over=-detail ad,

I haga*t learaed hox bo  pub a
groat amownt of detafl and still
toll the sktory, yeob.

CPL: Barry Sai{th I3 good at that,

CRATG: Yes, Jeff Jones is another,
A lat of people arel (laughter) But
I say that the Inkers took out & lot
of my Fiaer lines and just sleshen
gver it, I'm refering to GClacoia,
Eapasito and Munk,

CPLr Sounds kindas like @ law Fieal

LRAIG: ™am, I don't oven know who
Hunmk is S50 inking in the O,
Strange was wvery nice, probably Gla-
celn, The rest was just hack, real-
ly hack, The one thing that raally
get =t wis the coloring, IF youw'ra
=orking In  the black and white
field, you have no problem as Far as
Your work comlng oubt the say you did
it. 1 don't understand why sore at-
tention dan't paid te coloring com=
fcs. Color can either destroy or i=-
prove 3 comlc, 1t deponds entiraly
veon the artist that works with
calor,

LPL: From the artist's point of
view, how does it feel when you
really knock yourself out on a paga,
Yura It in to Martvel, and  than they
=ore or loss prostitute or eake it
logk really bad by putting a paor
Inkaor an L%

CRAIGY Well;its prothy disceuraging.
It 1an"t complately discouraging ba=
cauae the greal enjoeysent comes fFras
the daing, even IiF it"s ~essad ups
Even If everyone ages 1t gs loas
than what | did 4t, | know 1 dig it
to the bost of my ability, The most
important thing Is what it =@ans ko
=0y 0F you don't have that attitude
About your work, I think you would
gek  so  Jdiscouraged by comics, vou
moulan®t last past & fow fssues,
dofore when you meontionod doling
sosething and thon seeing it aspssod
upy I did an lasuwe of Iron Ban ERat
[ roally got exelited about, Iron
Fan was about py faverite supec=hors
and I really thought I eould dig
se=othing with 1%, The Todson I was
ssked to do Ehat lssue of Iron Man
wt3 becaude I hod provicusly done a
galk=o0n by Iren Man in one of =y
Ant=ran storles. Mike Frisdeich lik=-
ed =y version of Iren Mam ac well,
he asked Aoy to let =e do a F111 in
fssve, 350 I knocked eysell out en
thiez story, dalng taenty pages ef
little light reflections GShat Fiko
wEs crazy over, and when [ burned Lt
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all those litile fo-
couldn't belisve

in thaoy Look
flectiona outl I
§E11 I Ffound cut lster that Espos-
{to toak them all out for continu=-
ity's sake. They sald that Iren man

dppan't alwmya have thosa little
blips of light, They slag made saS@
changes 53 Ffar 83 story=telling,

taking panels ouwt and raarranglng
thon, That didn't bother me becauls
tha cerrections they made isproved
the story, GSut to actually make a
comic worse, just Far continuity's
anke makos no sense at alll

CRL: Cetkinmg back to calering, what
do you think of the Europian combica?

ERAIC: They'te just beautifull

CPLs OF course, they have botter
quality papar than we have, We dontt
agem to give such of a damn, do wo?

CRAAIG: HNo, w=e don't.
about the best celorer 1 emn
of ,He roally knows how ko Tond in
shadoms, which I8 something that
parvel's colerists esn't soe=m to
arasp, Whon they do a scene at night
{t's mlways dark graen, dark blue or
pale purple, But Falser can do @
scene at night and everything Is
colerful or thers are shades of col-
or. His coloring wctually adds to
the dra=s of the story.

CPL: 1m your new Or, Strénge tha
mext thing you started work on?

CRATGE Mo, After that Iron Fan ato=
ry 1 did the last Ant-Nan end 1 w=as
roally getting depressod absut ay

Tom Palesar is
think

work,
EPL: Many fans consider your last
Ant-Fan yeur best because It had

more action 1n it.

CEATC: 1 =as slewly ILeproving lss-
ve to issue,] was heving to ferce my
gelf inte the supar-horo, rarvel,
spproach to dolng comica.

coLg I noticed you had to swipe
iFf that's =hat your driving ak,
CRATG Well, I'we used lots of

awipeas from the start, It's a slow
process of kaking 2 seipe and making
it your own work, Smith swipes.
That was one of nmy =aln Teadon:
for taking a leave of absense from
earvel, 1 needed time to atep back
and taka mn  objective look a8t my
work, 1 had gotten inte comlcas with=
gut any previous tralning in the art
fipld and 1 felt 1 noeeded to got
away from comica for & shile. 1
apant 8 couple of months just look-
ing at other cosics, [ have & big
E,C, File, all ecut wp, that Adkina
gava ma, [ would spend hours going
over thesm line by line to son how
othar peopla drew. Then I started
gorking on a Dr. Strange astory that
{ =ade up and trying to cema up uwith

m Froaah approach. Sossthing more ay
own and more fentasy oriented then
my previcus Dr, Strangs. I even got
books en Indian teospleos, I've al=-
waya folt that they've never done
pnouch =ith Or. Strange’s handa, 30 I
found this book in a bookators down-
town collod Aitual Mand Possa of the
Buddist Pr%isi;,EﬁnE T usad as mod=
gls for caating spells, If I wis do-
in$ the book regularly, I'd have a
different hand poaition for ewvery
spell Dr.Steange casks, I'd have &
cortain way Eo poasiticn the handa to
cast the FAings of the Cyttorak and
all that kind of atuff. A doflnate
pattorn would be worked out,

CPL: Could you hack a senthly or
bi=ngnthly aschedule and atill saln-
taim ths oquality of your somplo
pagua’t

CRATC: On o bi=monthly schodule,I®s
aute I couwldl

CPL: Could you got inte geaterna’

CRAIG: That's a good guestion. I'we
tried to draw guna before bubt It
didn't come off too woll.

CPL: A lot of times, good art is
wzstod on western booka. Thore aro
excaptions like E1 Diablo and Jonah
HEx .

CRAIG: Have you soon the
sostarns?

Lt, Bluaberry is a Ffrench strip &
{s probably about the beat drawn
comlec akrip fn  the world., And it's
gorgoousl You woulen't believe all
the things that could be done with a
waatern. It"s like what Frazetta did
for leve storisa, I did get myself
in a certain frame of mind for that
por, Stronge story, 1 didn't care teo
much for tho Rebert E. Howard adapt-
ation er the whole Shuma=Gorath
saries, My story was In bhat rum. IR
sas 2ll a0t on oarth which I don't
think is the right place Fer Or,
Strango;ho belongs in all those oth-
or dicensions, About the enly one to
gvar captura tho proper mood, I
think, is Oitke, He"s about the an-
ly ono that could gok Strange Inte a

Curopion

complotaly different world natura=
Iys, It's alesost a paychologlcal=-
typas thing which I tried to work

inte Or. Strange, There L2 an ontire
othar story golng on undamneath tho
dimlogus Etypes story. Or Stranga
goes to this other dimensien, and @a
aopon as ha gots there the ground at-
arts to suck him wp Inko Lit, As hoa
boing pulled down,up comosz this or-
ganic arc which forma itself into o
moman who 13 the willianood.....9h0
is the planet. You Find out later

in the atory that the reascn fer haer
luring De, Strange to thabt disenslien
ia to =sake him her huabandy; and rule
aover The dark doemdin, The planat's




all sorts of folly, Tho syabolist CRRIC: | only really got into Core |

pa {m: dr. Sktrange t3 aymbaolis aF casg afT 3 sea=y o= halll »
ichur*n X 5t Tif k! :{ tal v painters wore pafinting Chimcras all ben about a =month ago, but now [ 'm
r oaassessive or syrouring wo=34, . Sl : the time,picturing thas with =grpen- 11

5L Lilustzation,)} -FL:  Tacld you Llik: %o work on o ' . really frpressed by hiz wmork
TR SR ' Zlagk ang white Shatz fantosy and tina-like bodies, The story con- .
SPL1  o°F Ant=Man; Irom ®=n 2nd  Or, sarEery hasgpat cornd 3 barbarisn whe gomes tem  CFL: Whe do you thimk L9 the mask
Stranne, which wauld you arsfass ks kingdor and decides he wmants to ryle dnnovative artist in cormica bodayT
do on 3 reqular basisy CRATG: uh yashl You bet T wmouldl ﬁt‘ In hizs atternt ko take over, Alze, =ho do yeu Ethink use to Be?

ke dis 8
CRATS: Or, Strange,most definately,  =FL: Falloming these same lines, If Egi,ir:“”"’* that the queen 1= o caagec, Tnﬂar would be Smith, Ho-

Marvel mare %o 3ive vyou 3 freec hand . body comme clasge to him in Ay opin-
CEL: 2o you like sorcery comics? in zroating = asw title or charaeter CPL: D& you think Warron would pub- S0P, Yosterday's ortist would haue
SRAIS: 1f I had the chance ta o °F so=e kind, ohat sort of creaticn 1ish somocthing like that? to be either Edsner or Kirby, at
any character cut of the Rarvel line mould 1t Dol ! CRAIC: 1 don't know.,.! certainly least up to 1969, (for Kirby)
I would mant Dr, Sttange First, then CRALG: Sasathing in the llire of hape sal  There iz o wory straight CPL: Lot's got somc opinfons ameyt
Conon,than Thonger or something with the eoic advanture with 3 Little story line gjoing through i, enough other artists that you work anc
that supear=natural herole flavor, As Bit of overythin: Ehrown in. Yo to make it comcercially salzmle, compote with, Lot"s start with Miks
:*'ﬂ:=l“”F°:;h"°“E Eiaii :“::fckik“ knau.Hnr=l gods, Valkyries,the whole €PL: Cetting back . to S Ploog?

o Tan n o Lap =] af Ffanta X BEL ' ) - 4] vious
= line tasy and mythelogy. question, how do you get yourself fan CRAIC: Ploog iz okay, 1 really

CPL: Wwhy Iron Man? the nood foar o story? How do you MAVeR't given his work =weh thoy-

CPL:  Yow, me know, =orc and =sore,

CRATG: I like the sotal and his al- that comies arm orionted Eo LR rotivate yoursolf”? ght, ;[‘"l.l't heard that he's taking
tor mgo. T like the idea of his be- ra -, 1 COATE: @ b . = over Man-Thing, Thats somsthing
ing n:ulndu-trzalist and all that.., :::nq;.g=3; %;u:n. uﬂﬂ;{“?.ﬁ:f d.h:: | "ni; ;EJ,E:;”?:‘“? ti‘k ans Jﬂr -h? I think he could handle quite well.
somsone wrote a lettor asying,™ Why would you do? ¥ | BBEQRSS. [ Pon :aﬁu¢1.nn~y :rnu:?:nwgs :;;:tzgiv good with atepsphero &
t tt  Mur=- | . p

ﬂﬂﬂn-.*f!rf".:°§“1.:‘32?-"1g sooms CRAIG: well, I'm working on that that I couldn't co-ardermate the i-

¥ ' mages From ay hosd ko the paper, [ 2 CPL: what 2 yvour opinion of Stove
that ascondary considerations in any  Tight now, Thats w=hy 1've been just eoupldn’t aet with Ditka?
aupar-hare strip would be heow they stucying the Symbolist painters and *;;e ETE:-" get with it.,.iks hard 7
function in their other life, An-" QREEing sore Into myt' clegy. [ 3ee G, Vot CRAIC: 1 lixe his werk wvery much,
ather factor 1 take in conslderaticn no raascn why a stery can®t funct- CPL1  Have you ever consfderod writ- HI% Mr. A i3 totally Ayn Rand phil-
is the super-industrial Isage, =ith lon on two levels, For example, ing For other artiasts? asaphy, I like the idea of zm art=
all the factories scattered around S=ith wuses sysbolism....his Black CRATE: tip. T s, ool i fat aorking with fdeals but  he
the U.5, The story I did was aet in  Hound of Vengence had it, his Red i L dﬁ:tt ET*“& t o could  gots way too wordy, 1 read and
Cincinnti and with all those Factor- sonja had it too...but at the same lfgr Ec'_ R thak, “‘:hﬂgah I would  roag and read and rezd snc it's w1l
ies you could have Iron Man skipping  Fim0 he =akes it so an eight year i ke write ay omn atefr, Just too suchi The whole comic =
all over the place, Eldliﬁ¥:ﬂ T:Hﬂ it and 1ﬂlt oxcited CPL: Do you foel that whan on art- E:'fﬂﬂiﬂrﬂu"d the idea of yaing

M Li ] (4] m ok " & i Lill B &

CPL: What do you think of this Sa- 34 called icﬂllui.-.'f'ﬁniﬁuri"as " ;:: nbattor u;:§%§t°bﬂuk o Y
tanle-horror movement within comics?  aythical creaturs that leads mon to i CAL: What do you think of his Cha-
CRAIG: The Iosbioe and most of the CRAIG: Yes, very definitelyl when Tlton super-hotoes,flue Boetle,,,..
blagk and whits msgazines,'ve pick 5alth did Or,Strange, it was origin- COPt. Atom,...the Question..,.. all
ed up, looked at ug!r-- pages  and ally te be a blg ten issue series  these cherscters?
put back down sgain., I did plek up that he and Thomas were to do, At CRAIC: 1 love "oml I stfll enjoy

the last minute Thosas copped ok teking tho= ouk of =v cal

and 3tan Lee coane In ond did i, rnadigg them auu? ang nuriﬂct%ﬂzsni
stony without changing o line on %he eclally 1ike the Question,

Seith pages, ménaged Lo change tho '

entire plot line of thot story,whiech EPL: Let's get some opinfons of a
is why Smith lost Znterest in ft, TO® younger artists, like drightaon
The roason that Conon wds se well Tor Instance,

done w2z begavae of Ehe foek thet CRATICY T &m L .
Seith did much of the plets and cha- into hi:..n-.:-nfﬁtﬂn::gré i;?:l}gnkﬁgm.
racterizations, even though Thoras st his stuff, you thought "Well herg
wag credited, The truly unique thi- 315 5 Frazetts s=wipe and thore"s &
nga In Conzn wore largely due *o Craham Engles™, and you could al=
Smith, 1 was fortunoks though  to be  gaye seo his influoncoa.lt was cﬁ‘y
=orking with Adkinz at the tine he after his socond issue of Swamp The
Ay 1?k1ng Lenan and on the bLack of  fng that he roally atarted teo gel,
S=ith's poges wmore covered with It bece=a & Berni Wrightson with o
noktes to Moy concerning plot and oi= akwle 8ll his awn Hu:g 5 rangﬁﬁ;if
alague, artise, : ’ -

the Son of Satan,but 1 teok one look
i::iﬂ' and dropped it like a hot po=-
Oy

CPLr But you are fnterested in Ehe
ocoult?

CRAIG: Oh yeah, that's why 1711 put
it down Faster than m bad super=hero
stvipessdits bocavan I like the Were-
wolf, Frankenstein, and Dracula, Ita
like what we sald sarlior about gok-
ting inte the right Fframe of mind
for your charactor...no one saams ko
be cultivating a particular approach
to this oceoult phase of cosmlcs,

CPL: Do you foel the coaics indus=
try ias wrong in putting mll this Sa-
tan eriented stuff on the matket?

CRATGC: T don't know IFf I'd soy it's
particularly wrong or not...e..oull
would be a better wordl (laughter)
Ry ldea of a good horror story is
tha one Steranke did in Towmer of
Shadowsil called "The Stroke of Mid-
night®:; It was incredable im tha
fact that throughout the entire
story,there were no sonsters or gore
or anything like that, and it still

CPLy  Im other worda, he influenced ep %
r L) - CeL What ds vo hin r ')
the writers to go one step further, .HA; 5 : 14 ?:? S ek
C Gr Starlin T'= watch . Ll b
ffllﬁl Yes, exactly, He not only | Fi};t ;u- hia wnrﬁ I 1Tgid r;::?
fony og but guided the Test of that | aldnit Like 1t at' all. bat  fom
m along, aome reason 1 kept buying his gbuff
CPL: Are you dnfluenced by Steranko? 2nd looking foward to coch new Jim

. : Starlin fssve. Yeu can usually tal
LRAIG: Yes, mora in story telling ﬂnthunlauﬂiin an crtist'au wngk ané

h
: iy it his work definitely shows 1t, You
LPLt  Hom about Corbon? can tell he's going to Aot good,Mis
last fow Coptain Marvol issues wmore




FANTASY

PORTFOLIO







OH, 1 WISH

I was...
QUEEN |

-mayerik -




e

just fanktastic., He is very good nowm

and fn & fow years, he'll be one of
the beaat.
CPL: What about Jim Apare?

CRAIG: Aparo ia most confusing. I
look at his work and aay, "[t's socco
nicw..."; but [ can novar romsebor
anything he has done. His stuff
doosn®t leave an ispressafom on tha
raadors .

CPL:1 Perhaps he's too consistant?

CRATC: That's probably L{t.His cover
fllustrations are very strikingl

CRL1 Do you like undergrounda?

CRATG: Yea. IRk's
underground Fleld fa

atrange that the
nbout the only

place whare the ortist cen get a
Ffalr shake. He ia allowed to emork
at croemtivity, heo gets o parcentago
of thoe profits and has =are control
avar his work, Truly amazing|

CPL: What do you think of Howarpd
the duyck?

CRAICY Oh, I thought ho was almply
incredeblel 1 love thet duckl I
wes really freaked out by Howard in
Fen=-Thing, (leughter) Earvel got =
asaring mall reaponse to hims, Poople

erokte In like crazy seying that any
duck that liked bronds and 440 mag-
nuss can't be all bad,

CPL: Some artista clalm that Ne-=

tional f£m too aterile an envirceent
for crestive activity.dould vou avar
conaidor working feor 0.C.7

CRAIG: 1

think I would try Warren
af Skymsald Firat.
CPLy Then National isa't your First

cholca?

CRAIG: No. Basically becouss you
have Lo wark from a script having
averything aleeady lald out for you
te da, 1 hear D.C, is making except-
lons now with Wrightascn & Chaykin,
Both of thee work straight Ffrom &
plot outline like the Marvel srtists
da. That gives thes more creative
Froedom, Froe what [ hear, it°s
vary hard to do anything creative st
D.L. because you got so many oditora
giving you the fun=-arocund.

CFLy Do you remember when =@ wors
all kida,sitting around raading the
Farvel Bullpen page., 1 use to imag-
ine these guys ot Marveol all relaxaed
in & lounge, drinking coffese, just
being one blg heppy family.| lawgh-
ter) What's happened to that image?

CRATG: I wouwld buy aevery alngle
Marvel cosie that would come out
ang [ could hardly wailt for the next
Bullpan page to come out. I1'd plek
up 8 comlc and asay “What®s Hach

Telmpa doing Ehis msonth? OWH] HE GOT
A NEW CARI1™ All that is gone now I
gquesa, They've expanded sc such that

they've lost the personal touch,

CPL: Agrosd, Do vyou think that
they"ve sacrificed quallty For gua=
nity? .

CRATIG: Marvel has a strange polley
about artist and fnkers. They tand
te put peor Lnkers on good artists
and good finkers on bad artiste in
order to balance out telent,soc thaoy
aay. In ®most casea that dossn't ml-
eays hold true. It's & sxtresely
paar policy.

CPLy Do you
try to put tha
thear agaln,

CRAIG: I hope he tries to get the
overall quality bmek Lnto Farvals
line, ®arvel hasn't been NACWEl=
like for years,.If you follow me,

CPLy Do you still collect comlca?
CRALGY Yo,

LPL:  What titles do you collect?

CRAIC: Mostly any title that has
good art. [ have about 7,500 com=
lca at home nows I'we gotben out of
the hablt of buylng comlcas thece
past Few months but I atill tead
and colloct thes when I get the
chence. [ uaed Lo buy everything
that case ogut, ineluding Archie)

LPLy Do you like DC"s SHAZART
LRAIG: [ don't think aso.{laughtar)

CPLs well, thats mbout Lt for thias
fzsue; Crolqg. We want to thank you
and wish youw Further success in the
comice Industry.

think Stan Lams
Bullpen

will
back toge=

of course.

CRAIG: Thank you For allowing e
LG axpross ay viess.

CPL:y By the way, Cralig. Are you
galng to read this Interviow whan

it"s publiahed?

CRAIG: Yes,of couraso,,.to my
YOS BAymay,

lam-

CEL:  Shaeah]
T MAKYEL COMICY cROGr
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«THE HOUR OF THUNDER =

TONY ISABELLA

fhe Lightaing apllit the aky be-
pind the lofty Tersain Bullding and
a poot might hava glispasd dis sh-
apes through the atesl elouds that
fFilled the heavans, But  Codfrey
spolling was not feeling particular-
iy postic this hellish night. He
squanzed against the side of the bus
shaltar to aveid the tusultuous
raln, Ha was cold, weit, and very
tirad,

Tha downtomn mrea was desscted
this Sunday svening. Spelling could
not sem anothar husan boeing any-
ghare., He had baen all alone alnce
leaving the newspaper office. All
alone 1n & eity of over a sillien
people. A typleal Sunday nlght In
Lakeaide City. Codfrey locked at his
wmatch, MNeaTly lidniqhﬁq Ev:: tha
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un iF sEhoo o mmply
streets, Godfrey cursed the late-

npas of the bus, the latensss of tha
hour, the latensaa of hAis presenca,
the iatt-r dua to =n late=breaking
story. And his curses mers lost in
tha thundar, the llqhtﬂ1ﬂ9| and the
rain, Tha hiddemn atore gods waro An-
gey. Spelling laughed,

Godfrey Spalling was a =an who
did not believe in gods, Godfrey did
not balisva In snything thess days.
Ho hed gnce believed in religlon wnh-
til his logle interferred. Ho had
strongly beliewved inm his country un-
kil a president Lied to him, He had
ognce aven beliswved in hls own lnato
goodneas wntil an unscrupulous risa
to the oditorabip he did not desorve
convinced his that he was as corrupt
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ag the reat of tho morthless husan
TACH.

Codfray stopped this trailn of th-
sught., It was top unploasant with-
asut tha proasnce of othar sorthlasa
craatures to oaze the palm, He de=
cided te concentrate on other th-
ings. Why hadn"t he called a cab,
for ano. Why maan't the bus here,
for anothar. Hoe bocaee o engrossod
in these mattars thet he did not
foasl the scarlab llghtnlnq belt that
laaped fro=m the dark skiea to sirike
him and rosows all trace of Godftay
Spelling and the bua shelter fros
the atresta of Lakeslde ﬂltf.

Amd Godfrey thought a wvoice an
instant later.

THERE ARE FORCES==50EE GCOOD,; SORE
EVIL, SORE UNCARING OF SUCH IDEALS==
THAT STIR OMLY AT MIDNIGHT. AND IF
THESE FORCES HAVE EVER OR WILL EVLER
INFLUENCE THE DESTIMNY OF mAN, IT IS
HOT FOR ANY HURAN TO ENOW. YET KNV
THIS. THEY CAMN REACH OUT AMOG TOUCH
THE LIFE OF A& mMAN, A WORAN, OR A
CHILD, FOR GOOD CGR FOAR OLL.

And GCodfrey atazed ocuk on & criap
winter morning and folt his IIQI
afaken, He 82t on the bua ahelter
bonch, Ho sat there quite a long
timp, not knowing what alae he could
do. Eventually he had a botter idea.
Ho falt & atirring in his legs and
mant for a walk threugh the chilly
air of his owhn porscnal nightmsare.

GCodfrey walked until he case ko a
ssall elearing. In the conter of the
clearing was a aturdy ocmk. Chained
to the boae of this sturdy osk =as a
glant of & man. He was =asslve,
built as fire as the ook that held
his. His long halir and beard flased
rad and hia ayes held ths sase in-
tansity., Laylng on the ground near
this huge man was & short-handled
hasser. On the hasser's head, a sole
word wsas chisoleod: mJOLKRIR,

Codfray satared, as was begining
to become a habit in this sad dreas
of his. The glant's beard bristled
at the nesssan's seealing ilnability
to comprehend the situvation and the
affect sas such Like that of a rag-
ing forest fire. He bLollowed at
Spelling with enough force to start
Godfrey shaking.

"Stop gamking, you witless trolll
Plck wp the hamsmer, by Woden, and be
guick abouwt Iti®

Gadfray fleam tea the hasser, pro-
pelled by the Ffear the bearded san
ingpired. The haeser locked as LAf
it moighed & hundred pounds orf Soro.
He knew he could never Lift 4t. Yet
Lift 4t he did mith but a wsinisus
affort.

*CGood:. You pass the first test.



Now, lift the hasesr. LifEt it abova
your head, feal, and strike down at
these chains, Oo not hesitate. #jol
nir can not hare {t*as saster.”

Agaln, GCodfray Spellisg did the
ispoasible. The hemmer crashed down
on the chains, shattering thes with
this ane bBlow. Impact asnt the ham=
=or Flying from Godfrey's hand.mjol-
nir lended on the ground asveral
yards amay and still spinning from
the contact,

The redbeard rose to his Feet snd
the hammer left its resting place to
comd to the =an’s open hand with a
Tesounding thud,¥With hesssr In hand,
& change ceee over the olant, Al=
ready impresaive loaoking. he now he-
came @ aysbol of atrength, That
massive ars was lifted to the sky
and the sky wma filled with creck=
ling lightning. And thunder.Thunder
louder than the disbelieving editor
had wewver hesard before, Spalling
trosbled as the san turned to Face
his,

"know you, wortal, that you have
freed Thor Redbesard fras the evil
chains of Loki. As tha last of Ehe
Asgardiena, 1 desa thee n frlend of
the roals and a Friend of Thorf®

Codfrey Spelling, crusading edi-
tor, Falnted.

When Codfray came to, he Found
hissalf flung ower Ther's back and
being carried with pase, Sensing his
load stirring, the gisnt placed Spel-
ling on his fest., Codfray nearly
fainted sgain,but he was steadied by
Thor's burly arm and lowsred gently
to the ground. The newsman curssd
his weak kneos.

"That's a good led. Oon't be am=
barassnsd, Wielding Mjolnir's & =on-
usental tesk fir any mortal, sspeci-
8lly a beardless youth who has yet
to aae Forty winters.®

Codfrey pagsed that remark by,
What were his thirty years to & san-
=god?-who had lived thoussnds? There
Enre things he had to know,to under=
sktand about this wery real nightesars,

"Who are youT Where is this pl=

S50 many questionsl You sust be
a scribe or, aven worae, ane of the
poeta. Relax yourself, son. 1°'11 an=
amer all,

"My nase Is Thor Aedbeard, First
son of the god--as humana of time
past would have ft--Woden. You have
likely heard of ma, The last time
w8 wore on your planet,we gave quite
an  sccount of aurselves. Ragnarok,
your legends eall {t, the ultimate
clash of the heroes and the traite
ors.

"We, the gods of Asgerd, were do-
liverd unto the wevil ones in this
exiatance by that half - broed bas-
tard, Loki. We found like an arey
of madsen, of heroes, of godsl All
mare dambrayed,

All except two. [ escapad Eha
dylng lunge of the Secpant by in-
ches. Lokl feigned death and crapt
from the battlefield, unsesn by all
save myself and Hel his deughter...
mistress of death,

"1 have chased Loki through a
million dimensional worlds like
this, seeking revenga for Asgards
doom. When the Ewil Onecaught ma
aalesp, he chalned me; inches away
from Eiolnir.Though ay owh POWOT mas
raduced,] was able to bring you haera
to Froe =o0. As an Intelligent Fal-
low, such as yourself has prabably
noticed,you did.And soon Loki will
pay For hias Infaay]=

Codfray listensad to Thor's tale,
He slmost adeitted that the things
he had long denied existance. But,
an ominous undercurcant In the god's
tone grated on his newsean necves.
Ho couldn't put & definition o
it, a0 he ignored Lt for the time
belng. He had one mors questisn to
apk

"Thor,; beafore, shen I L1ifted
AJolnir;you sald I had passeod a ta-
s5t, what did you meand*

“Are you but a Fesl, after all,
san? A child knows that only the
good say 1ift sacred M jolniz] IF
it wore not thus, Lokl would havae
used it to speed my way Linto Vahal=
lal Encugh talkl Our next task ia
ta Find Loki.=

"Our taak?=

"0f coutse, Friend sortal, [t ia
your universs which he'll destroy|®

BACY ISSUES OF CPL ARE STILL
AVATILABLEI [IRDER MGUWll

CPL #5-=Tn this all=pulp is=-
suye fans are treated to art-
icles on Doc Savage, Shadow,
and the Avenger alona with
heautiful illos by Urightson,
“ﬁamﬂ and E?Tnﬁiilll!i!f‘iﬂﬂi

CPL #6--This issues features ¢
art by Adkins, Byrne, Sinnott,
Culacy, “ewton, Royer,Vohland
and Fujitake and all the reg-
ular crazy features, A real
collector'™s treat...eeeees ot

HURRY! oMLY A LIMITED SUPPLY!




1 hawe lonmng been & Ffan of Stowe
pitko"s work., He has worked for al=-
sast every =ajor publisher af auper=
hero booksy Marvel, OO, Charlton,
Tower and probably others that |
can't think of at the sosent. Oftko
iz a porson who obviously has opin-
fons and philosophies on the world
and makes no bones abouwk expressing
thos,

Fan efither agree or dissgres with
Ditko's philosophies (1 porscnolly
find esyaelf agreeing with sost  of
them), but 1 don't think I"we over
spt o fon who didn*t respoct Ditko's
craftsmanship, 1%d like &0 take thia
opportunity to discuss one of Dit-
ko's boast crootions and sy own per-
sonal favoerite: the Questioni

The Question w83 Introduced in
the Blue Beectlo gl ,one of Charlton's
apper=hero comics put owt during the
Batman craze, The Question was a
Ditko hero In the Fimest tradition
of Ditko herces. One thing I've sl-
woys likond about most Ditko charact-
ars 1= that they are people fipst
and super=heroes second, The Ques-
tion was no exception. The Question
waas ronlly wic Seage, TV broadcaster
for Worldwide Erea<epstimg Co. Vie
w33 opinforated and stubborn anowsh
net to back dosn wvnder any circur-
stances,

Consfidering the space limitntiona
(the Queation #s & back=up was only
sllowed seven to eight pages) Ditke
did exceptionally wall, #He wsed an
BV ETEgA of eight or nine ranels =
page im arder to got =za such 2f 2
story inte the strip fas possible,.The
pace was nlwnys fast, meinly beciuse
Ditkeo had & let of story to tell:but
not m=uch space to do [t in, m®szking
the sany panels per pogr NACOSSATY,

Like &the Crecper, Ehe Mauk and
Nave and ==ay af Fiz athar charict-
erad tho Quetstion sdsn"t slamed osn
by hayina Lo change Riz  crotus-e,
whiph by “he say, =is prabally one of
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the ai=splest in comica. His costums
consisted of his street clothes, wa-
ually & sult anmd tie (mlthough in
somE coasgf it was & turtleneck and
jeeket) which, because of o special
treateasnt with chesicals, would cha=
nge colors. HMHis shirts and swontars
would tura a light bluwm.

To disquise his Features he doennod
8 spocial sask favented by Professor
Rodor, o character who, although ap-
peared In some fssuce, w@S  Aevor
high=-lighted. It was never explain=
od how Vic Sago set his or why Rodor
inventod the sask For hie=,

The mask was Flesh colored and
aglid leoking on the ouvtside, On the
insida, homover Vie was able te see,
breath and talk, When the gee  that
chénged the color of his clothing
wha relessed it alss cesented the
mack te his face & turned his spee-
ially treated hair From 4t"s norssl
ted to blaek, This wnigue set-up al-
loged Vie to  turn ints bthe Question
ofn the run elisinating an vnnecess-
ary losa of kisa,

This coupled with the fact Ehat
the gas also changed any J1.0. on
papers in his wallet to & Ficticious
out of atste namepmade 1t i=mpossible
for anyone to Find out whe he really
wi%, Almpzt all of Ditko's charac-
tera have those isposaible Eo resove
costumes, Preaousadly fros this, ee
gar  asarrt Ditke did  this in order
toe dovote more tiec to plots and
characters:; and s he wouldn®t ba
bagoed dosn hy secret l{dentity hunst-
BTS,

Ditke Is 3 mpater of character.
In the first issue of BB after con-
nectine o runner of an Tllesgsl gasb-
ling ring with o "respectable™ bus-
ineaaman: Vie asks the viewers ",. .,
will another (gambling ring) rise in
it's place? Unly you can anaw~r thzt
question] =

While ¢thizs iz beian
over TV aan viemer iz

brozdcasted
chosn aaleep,




another I3 teading over a noeE3Ipaper
thinking, “He=, Didn't Finlah the
erosaword,”™ The Final acene 1= the
cutsfde of a metropelitan building
with a2 =alloen fra= an occupant aay-
ing, "Hey, ®ac, place 3 bet for mal®
& perfact portrayal of publie nomth-
¥l

Vic Sage's,the Queation®s world,
wis 3 world of politics; ond the
magic of the character can probably
best be explained by rToviewming RYS-
TEQIEU§ USPENSE M, = one-zhot book

saturing ¢ only baoklengkh JQues-
tinn story., The fact that most of
the pagear wmere the ages elght or
nine panel pagas that were used shen
the Quastlion appeated in the back of
Eluo Beatle, hinkted at the Factt that

=ight be 3 claszzic among conica.

Tt was,

The stoTy atarted ocut with the
Question, pocariowsly perched om A
Building ledge aeverz]l floors above
ground level, Inzids wo= a reapeci-
able business=an, Jasen Ord,comsari-
inq with & knopgn undermorld chapncks=
er wha hadn't yel been hrought Lo
Juatica bacausa af laek of evidence.
The Queation vomed Lo hisself to ex-
pese (Ord for what he waa,

After retutning to his radln St2t-
fon Yic was confranted By one of his
spensers who w33 coavinced by sa=e
af vie's rivals in the stetlon that
Wie's eontroveraial stands were why
his product had alipped receantly, He
infaraed Vie that he wsan't going to
rengw hiis contract with his,

Shortly after this w=ell-handled
saguence Vie was called into the of -
Fica of the prasfident aond Goneral
manager of WW.2. Co. to meat Ria now
sponsar. ¥Who wos the new sponsor you
aak? You guesaed it,,.Jasen Ordl

Vic, being o man of principals,
rafuand to accept Ord as & sponsors
talling tha msanager that an wunnam-
able source had teld hi= that Joaa-
on Ord was Cconnected =with Max Krae,
known racketoer. He didn't want his
hands tied by having Ord 83 his
sponsar while he set absubt proving
hia chargea.

This started &he ball rolling.
Ord, aseking revenge for his being
shunned, starts & amear campaign a-
gainst Vie, The publie, noople at
the station, even previous Frionds
of Wic astarted turning &galnat his,

It*s interesting to wnote that
Wie, not the Questlon was tho abjoct
of @ll theas attacks. Oitke knows
how to partray charscters so that
thelr costused solf becosos exten =
fona of the character. The Quest-
ien acted as strongly (IFf not atr=
ongaer) In his civilian Identity as
in his costumed one,

The prossuras get streonger and
stronger against Wiec Sage, A Llee
limit waa impoaed on Vie by the man-

ager who, elthough syspathetic to
his ense, couldn't renex Vie's econ-
tract with ¥.W.2.Co. unless ha prov-
od his chorges, As IFf things wmeren"t
bad enough, one of Vie"a news ataff
was Framed for & surder, and Lthen
the real euvrderer was silenced Bo-
fore Vic cowld get ko him,

The book was wrappad up by &
Fight acguence In which Yie awitched
back and Forth bBetween his real E-
dontity and the Gueation and takes
an & phole warchouse Full of under-
world cheracters, limking Urd witk
Krae in the precess,

This story lo 211 told is Ditka's
wnimitable atyle and 15 one of oy
all Ekfi=m favoerites, I Haven't ax=
pounded on the other chorackers in
the strip,but | hope 1'we enbane=
ad your desire in the Queation eono=
veh te LTy and got some bick issues
of the Blue Seatle and Mysteslous
Eﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂg}. And T hope &F you're ni=
racdy femiliar with  ths Questism
thot Tye wrouqhi haek seme fond oo=-
moTign,

It's unlikely +that Charlion =ill
revive the Questiion, Although ke ix
8 vory strong cherooter: Ehe Quest-
fon wia prahably btoo m2rabh For avrers
ean redders, We Foli  that crimdinols
deserved any bad situakions  Shas
thay brought wpnam Shesselves, Thg
best exnmple of *his wog in foswe #a
of tha Blue Ssghkle in which, after =
1ife 2nd death otruggle with  sooe
hoods, the haeds Fell fato the sewor.
They Beg the JQuection %5 rtescue
thes His regly? "You're both crazy
If you think 1%3 tizk =y naeck to
cave the Likes of youl As far 2= 1
ar concetnoed you're Jusk ae mueh see
wagel And you deserve fto be right
where you aral™

This reactien of a super-hero 13
ong of the =~aat remlistic I"ve aver
seeny; but it probably was boo much
to toke For he aversge readetr who
w3t used Lo sneing the haero  bend
aver backward %o help the criminmals
no matter whot they meight have done
te thes, It w2z nice ko see tho
Question given o chance though,

Ch; and befoare I forget,if you'ss
not picking up Charltan cosies nog=-
do scll Thore aze s0%6¢ zorih tezding
Eu:h T H;tkﬁ E;ti tH;EIJGE{Stalun's

=Mang an ignfzht Tales (poasibl
the bost “"welr comle on tﬁl nu:kf
et)s Who knows,thelr present cesies
might be the classics of the future?
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pesr Bob,

Your nmow CPL (FB) is excel-
tent nnd 1 especially enjoyed Gtha
bit about Alan Light/ Buyer's Culide.

Boat,

Dan Nowton
Proenix, Arizons

pear Haob,
1've figard I'm :uppn:uﬂ Ea
nave sant Dwffy Veohland a subscrip-
tien to PFlayboy, *Taint mo, but 1
gas billed for ft...somecone sont it
in vnder my naso mnd sddrosa.
Sest Wishes,
Alan Light
E. ®oline, Ill.

Dear Bab,
1 liked REVIVAL=-SURVIVAL the
best.
Coodly Buap,
Roger Slifer
Brooklyn, H.Y.

Opar Hab & Rog-2000,

I think CPL 1s taking ower
ghera SHAZAM] The wonderful World
of Comix left of fl 1 oaly have &Lhe
last douple of izasues of WWol but I
think it was ogne of Eme betbter art
article zines., Ik =a3 too bagd that
Parner quit publishing i, no s=sat-
ter, COL iz just a3 good and with
# few more pages, it =ill be better.

Comix Forever;

Doc Lehman
Oreville, Ohie

Dear Bob,

Concerning CPL #6, T enjoyed
the eatire fszue. fMet eonly was  the
art wmork well rendered, but tho text
=23 very well dene, 1 particularly
en joyed tha A-5 by S1lifor, 1 didn't
kfiow TEC was doing =0 aall and we
fldn"t aven take inta acerpnt "Gol-
Cen Funnies™ or Flashback, WOWII

Tha Gulacy centerfold, ahades
oF  “Rumg Fu™, it looked like {t
would dgmo of F the page and teie fo
Fae §{fe) .

®ike FBoyer': fllo eeuld tesat
te cheat on my wmife, boaptiful,
The whale isaue cbe sunerh, Koop ur
the ppad gepe,

[l

Raanrae,
Gror=e Bree
Chicane, 111,

LETTERS 10 THE EDITGR

Jaar Robby 8. and Gang,

CPALFS was 8 sinner, through
and through., Allow me to pick it a-
part piece by piece, in my own opin-
fonated manner, I1'd Firat like Gto
comegnt on the cover. Oean Adkins is
ane of the best im Fandem and with
the inks of Mr. Sinnott, the job hod
a mice Finishod look. Also, the 35g
price msakes CPL the bast buy in Fan-
dam,

The inaide cover la @& good ana-
tomieal Figure bubt the sheding asem-
ed a little wnrealistic. The fact
that E-®an looks to be the hottest
character going oxplains why he is
quickly losing his origimality. Try
again, John and Duffy.

Jahn Byene is not sy cup of tos
and when D. Vohland lnrks his werk,
it loses snything 4t had to atert
with,

I cowld posaibly be my life=long
hatrod of Marvel, bukt Duffy's Tovernm
didn*t do a thing Ffor =a, If Duffy
broke off all affiliations with Rar-

val, [ sight have o new Trame of ra-
ference, |(Take note that National
=ill only let him do backgrounds,

Ha, Ha, Hall)

Concerning the "Save Howard the
Duek™, thia type eharackter is tetal-
ly wnsulited Ffor Jdrasatic conlca.
But ailrmce he L3 & Marvel character,
who cares?

Rog=2000 was & stroke of genius
and he =sakes reading sere fun., Ovor-
all, CPLFE woa very good but thora
is room for improvessnt, Try Bo  be
s little more D.C. oriented and have
your artists do sare established ha-
TO0d.

Sinceraly,
Warrem Prindle
Sharom, Ct,

Daoar Bob,

Thoe morst thing about CPL is that
there fanm't anowvgh of it, Twenty
einutes of nAan=-3to0 redding and your
thraunh with it. But thass teenby
sinutes are worth a 352 lnvesteent
if anythine f=]

Tell vou what= Ffor the nes year,
eill you nive se at least 2 half-
hour's worth of resding pleasure?

Tenstzafl,
Adrienne D'Auxell
Canal Fulton,Uhic

[LEH.EI MALLKAY DAR. APT. A INDPLS.,IND. LE2IE



The other day 1 wes startled cut of 2 particularly good daydream by the
gvor=insistent ringing of #a Sell's little msgney-maker, For once, howaver,
1 wae slad to take the eall...for it turned out to be o telephonic groetlng
from =y aold collese roomie; Franklin W, annﬂld.-if.ﬂ. to his Friends.Frank
was paasing thru Bown during the holiday and quicker than you can aay “Dram
fwo™ we wore seguestered in the far booth st Ferree®s Bar & Grill reliving
old thrills & twisting old memories. The talk oventually swung around to
comich, . Fronk cosaing a bit of o dabblers..and that's shen the mpsories
really took off|
=Say, Sterno, yo see the new Penthouse?™
| ag=fitted that [ hadn't.

“There's nearly & full page on Uslan and the coursel Written by 0'Neil,
a0 lesal”™

1+ {2 probably worth sentioning that For about the thoussndth tise [ was
slightly taken aback, For the course,shat F,¥, was talking of ,was and atill
fs,known by the handle of J213,,.The Comic Beok in Seciety. A course that,
addly enough,..l had & hand in starting some two years ago at Indiana Uni-
versity, It's an interesting story. One I call.....

“HoW 1 FOUNDED AN IMTERNATIONALLY RENOUMED COMIC BOOK COURSE AND BECARE A
DWINDLING MON=ENTITYLL®

1t all begen back in the spring nothing:. Until;, about a sonth later
of 1971, At the Eime,] was residing I received & call for a third sa-
in that leaky, limestonc-coverod sistant secretary in charge of what-
complew known aa Foater Quadrangle.. Tis that | was roequested to sppear
gven thouch it i3 cosposed of six  befor the All-High approval commit=
bulldings, 1 was vainly checking my tee, Well, to make a long story
=pil box For the 27&h ties =mhen Ay = —
eyes glanced wpon an wnusually gaudy
poater pushing soesathing celled®Fos-
ter Project Se=iners™. It =as the

viuval glut of experisental student- -

inspired courTs0S...stuff like “The THINK OF IT THIS
Importance of Human Soxuslity®, “The WAY,STERND,. YOUR NOT
Hiztariesl Impact of Woodataek™, and LOSING & COmIC COURSE
"Yoga fer Science Majors™...you knom YOUR CATHING FAHDUHI'

the vsual stoff] Well, slong towards
the bottom was @ amall paragraph
that read sompthing like...."Don't
sen anything you likeT Why not ptart
your omn  course,,.for credit? See
the orofect office FPor details]™ And
g i struck a6, .. 9HY NOT COMICSINL?
"Why not?* replied the gangling grad
stuy=ent behind the desk, TOne tesic
iz g= snog 3s another,”

v, =8 =zhit do 1 have te do?"
el e ™ W dug into the depths of
ne of the most messdive Flling cabi-
nets 1 had pver Seeh,,."Ys FLll owt
one of Lthese Forms and glve it Lo se
e aphe=tt to the approval cemsftboon.
Sith i% wou should fnclude a biblio=-
:“““u n resding list; & class syl-
-1~T:1 grd & statpsent of proposed
togls,.™

. A1y that gvening 1 labored awmay ,
Alot of abwicus cholces went into
the work,...5terenke"s HIstory....2n
?f'nft-hnt of fanzines,..s ssatter-
=0 of learned,,..and not 30 learned
Brtlelpa, Finally I% was 2all com-

"

irtes and handed In. AAd 2R00. .64
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ALL CHARACTERS AND COVERS APPLAR-
ING IM C.P.L, ARE COPYRICHT (c) 1974
BY THE RESPECTIVE PUBLISHERS,MATICN=
AL, FARVEL AND CHAALTON COMICS.

OUR THAMES TO ALL OF THEM,

'il'll:'lf't.-. -I % e il i rig the commit=

teg;held them Spollbound for a%
minutes o am hour ®1th =y &En '-\.|.l"'|'.|'|,I:'
of coamic book trivialitles...\Do you
wnow anything about ijﬂ“ Now, ang
how =uch 19 that one xorthY Loe,
"fl'\-_;:.-'i-'. I roasesbher Enat anal ... =059
palitely thanked and dismissed. A=
=aln 1 hoarcd ﬁﬁ:hlﬂg...uﬁfi| Jujy.
ﬁ:ly, 1971. I had Juﬂt retusned Lo
aechgol From the anfual Now York Con.
Suddenly, thaeres, slana,weiting for
mo was 2 letter: "Woe ate bADPY [ A+
inform you that your cCourse has Doen
approved..® GCreat] Yow they tell =0,

And =8, when Soptesber rolled a=
round, it was Profoessor Stoerno who
groeted Fifteen eager faces. And ad=-
alttadly it wama a fun sosester, |
got aoae Fantaskic ters popera...
soatked a little attention in comics
around the cospus. Bub teaching. ...
shaeah, what a hasalel Trne courae
was showing promise, but 1 neoeded
somgone elsc Lo toemch ift, Enter Mike
Uslam, I had met ®ike at WIUS, the
ca=pus=carrieod radio stationm, HWe waos
doing an oldies show called Bloom-
ington Bandatand, and wan bteaching a
free vniversity course that pagal-
leled mine. So wheén 1 agproachad
®ike with the fdea of taking over
the courae, he wis enthusiastie,
=Say, maybie I ean talk Corsine or
S5ton into coming to Eowh 45 gquoskt-
sogakaral ™ hda expoundad.

“Sura, Mike, surel™ T thought ho was
pulling Ay log.

o ®ike took over ‘the coursa For
the second semostor.liver the Christ-
sas holidays,he rovamped 1t, Brought
in @ bunch of now saterial, oven hit
up tha univeraity for a budgot!l And
I entolled in the class, (Snocak that
I am, I know I could geot two extia
credits by taking the courso,) Un=
fortunately, I missed the first two
clnsses because 1 atupldly came down
with & bad case of the flus, Thore I
was sitting ot home recuperating,
whon the phent Fang. Phones aco als=
ways ringing at dramatic timea in =y
1ifg. Thias &i=me it was =® Foellow
comic Freak,Bob Butts,making uae of
a tesporarily unguarded watts line.
"SteIno,ya gonna be back next wook?"
*Yoeah, S8obl Ooctor says 1 can come
back down, why?"
=ffayse Uslanm"s got Ocnny 0"NWell te
sppear a8 guast spoeaker]”

And ap it was that I returned to
find ®ike Uslon surrounded by a cam-
ara crow From HAL nows|

"Woll, Stern,” Says F.W. Eaynerdeoae
"Homeum your not an international o=
ttraction, tell =al"™

And tell I will im the Finol eopl-
aode of this tale called, "TAKE THE
DIRLOMA AND BUMNI®, in the noxkt Ster=-
no's Hok Daaes,
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