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OH MY COODPNESS/
DINAHZ _LOoOK AT
THAT

How CuRIous! I
WONDER H‘ERNE
HE's OFF TO I

sucH A HureyY/

WHY, HE SCURRIED
INTS THIS HOLEZ




DID HE CoME
THIS WAY 7 L
THOUGHT SURE-
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—
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THANK HEAVENS ...

T WAS JUST A
LPREAM.




IYVS<f>) | LIKE BIRD DROPPINGS FROM A | | HIS LIFE OF QUIET DESPER-
{5AY | BRIGHT BLUE SKY, HIGH ADVEN- | | ATION INTO ONE OF CARDP-
227 | TURE IS A CALAMITY THAT CARRYING PANIC.IWUAT TURNS

R ~mn | CAN BEFALL ANYONE AT ANY A TIMMIE INTO AHERG? PURE
[[:{) @m TIME, PITCHING HIM FROM | | CHANCE, FRIENDS, PURE CHANGE.

N B‘{ RN STRNAD -
STRATED BY BOB KLINE
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TONIGHT'S VICTIN \S NAMED | | NOoT EXACTLY KRUNCH
LEANDER. THAT'S HIM THE BARBARIAN OR ZAK
DOWN BELOW, SGUEAK- OF TIMBUKTU, |'LL ADWYT,
ING HIS WRY HOMEWARP| | BUT THESE DRYS YQU PR
AFTER R LONG DRY OF TOAKE WHAT YOU CAN &ET. 21 UH-OH, TIME
NOTHING IN PARTICULAR. AR [ - T'MOVE QVER. |

WELL, NOTHING TO DO NOW BUT S\T BRCK AND
WATCH THE WHEELS OF FATE |N ACTION,,,

NICE NIGHT FOR
A RIDE, EX?




HEY! WAIT
A MINUTE!

PLEASE!
| UNDERSTAND
PERFECTLY,.. AND
I'LlL BE GLADTO

MAKE AMENDS,

THIS STAIN'S GONNA
BE HARD TO GET
OUT, AND, UH, |
WOULDN'T WANTA
GET TOUGH-H"

YOU RRENT THE
ONLY ONE USES
THIS ROAD Y/ KNOw!

| GOT

SOME RIGHTS!

OF COURSE!
IN FACT, | TRINK
| RAVE JUST THE
ITEM TO HELP
YOU FORGIVE MY
MOUNTS, AH,

INDISCRETION/




NOW LET's SEE, WHERE 1 PLERSE, ACCEPT THIS|.
DID | PUT THRT? 1| ] RING AS R TOKEN |
KNOW ITS IN HERE 1 OF MY REGRET!

SOMEWHERE |F | CAN

JUST.. AR! HERE T Is!

THATS MIGHTY GENEROUS
OF YOU/ RERL

['™M AFRAID YOU HAVEN'T A )
CHOICE — IT CAN ONLY BE
REMOVED BY MARRIAGE TO
HEPHZIBRY, QUEEN OF THE
LOST 1SLAND OF GRZZ, THE
LAST RINGBEARER NEVER
MADE |T, SAD TO SAY.

..THOUGH PERHAPs |
SHOULD MENTION
THE CURSE

OH NOYOU DONT/ - 0OF!-

I'M NOT GETTING STUCK
WITH NO-UGH I-

HEXED RING!

WELL? WHAT -00CH! - I'M SITTING ON HIM,
WHAT HAPPENED THE COMPLETE CHANGE
T0 HIM? TAKES ABOUT A MONTH,

OH LORD..




BUT I'M SURE THAT ONE
OF YOUR CALIBRE WILL
HAVE NO TROUBLE AT
ALL, NOT LIKE SOME
ARPINARY MAN!

AND REMEMBER - MY
EVERY G0OOD HOPE
GOES WITH YOU,

YEAH, I'lL
REMEMBER. /

TRUE,., BUT STILL,
IF 1 JUST HAD SOME
HINT As TO WHERE
TH\S PLACE 1S.,,

OH THAT's

EASILY OONE!

AFTER ALL, YOU KNOW WHE RE
EVERYPLACE ELSE 5! JysT
GO WHERE EVERYPLACE ¥N7T/

{ NOW THAT'S
1 WHAT 1 ¢ALLA
DIRTY TRICK!

THE OLD '
| CAVEAT EMPTOR
AT IT'S PEAK/ |
DISGUSTING!

R T 5
Ezat s

NOW YoU BUTT IN!
WHERE (WRs YOUR
APVICE WHEN |
NEEPED IT7

| DON'T KNOW HOW 1T
LOOKS FROM DOWN THERE,
BUT FROM UP HERE T

SEEMS RS THOUGH YOU
COULD USE ALL THE
HELP YOU CRAN GET!

SO WHAT AM
| GONNR Do?

YL B
| DON'T KNOW
WHERE GRZZ Is,
OR EVEN IF
THE QUEEN WILL
MRARRY ME ONCE
| PO FIND
HER! N FACT,
| DONT KNOW
NOTHING.,,




. EXCEPT THAT '™ _ WELL, NOW

GONNA TURN INTO A BiG . § MAYBE | CAN

FAT LIZARD IF | DONT BE OF SOME

GET RIP _OF THIS RING! SERVICE, TELL
ﬁﬁ\ : YOU WHAT

5 : - LEANDER..,

NOU JUST HOPON
A SHIP AND {/LL
PULL A FEW
STRINGS-SEE |F
WE CANT GET
YOU TO THIS
y 0ST |SLAND!/

1 DON'T KNOW.
DOESN'T SOUND
LIKE MUCH OF
AN IDEA TO ME.

TRINK OF THE
ALTERNATIVE/

ND SO THE NEXT WEEK FINDS
i ! LEANDER KNEE-DEEP IN HIGH
A ADVENTURE, MIDWAY THRU
THE WEEK HE BEGAN TO NOTICE
A SLIGHT SCALINESS OVER HIS
SKIN, AND A TENDENCY FOR IT
TO CHANGE COLOR AND BLEND
ITSELF  WITH THE BACKGROUND
HIS BODY TEMPERATURE BEGAN
TO FLOUCTUATE WITH THE WERTHER,
AND VAGDELY HE PONDERED THE
TASTE OF FLIES. LEANDER WAS
BEGINNING TO WORRY,
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A WEEK! ONE FOURTH OF MY |
TIME GONE AND, FOR ALL | KNOW,

NOT A FOOT CLOSER TO QUEEN

HEPHZIBAH THAN ['VE EVER P
BEEN! | TROUGHT THAT WIND- p
BAG MOON WAS GONNA DO fu
SOMETHING, PULL SOME STRINGS! kg
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(—KOFF KOFF - )

HELLO! MY NAME's
COLERIDGE. Do You
THINK You'LL

PULL THROUGH?

-KOFF/- | SUPPOSE s0 —
FOR ALL THE —KOFF -
GOOD IT’LL DO ME
IF | DON'T FIND
QUEEN HEPHZIBAH!

HEPHZIBAK? WHY,
WE'RE PRRACTICALLY
THERE! N FACT,,,

'LL JUST HAVE TIME
TO RECITE SOME
POETRY! |I'M SURE
YOU'LL LIKE |T-
| MAKE |T UP
MYSELF!

ACTUALLY | DON'T
VIUCH CARE FOR..

NONSENSE! EVERYONE LIKES

POETRY! LISTEN: W“|N

XANADL DID KUBLA KAHN
A STATELY PLEASURE DOME

DECREE:” R RATHER

NICE BEGINNING, DON'T
YOU THINK®

OH YES - KOFF - VERY

NICE, WOULD You

MIND SLOWING DOWN
ARIT?

NOT AT ALL! ALL THE
MORE TIWME FOR POETRY!

RIVER RAN

DOWN TO A
SUNLESS SER.”

“WHERE ALPH, THE sﬁcaip\
THROUGH CRVERNS
MERSURELESS TO MAN

| DO THINK THRT'S WELL
PUT! NIORE COMFORTABLE NOW?

_/

THEN I'LL CONTINUE,

"SO TWICE FIVE MILES

OF FERTJLE GROUND
WITH WRLLS ANDTOWERS

WERE GIRDLED ROUND
AMD THERE WERE
R b, WP T 1T

YLL HAVE T0
1 ADMIT, THINGS
SEEM T0 BE
WORKING THEM-
SELVES OUT.

I'D SRY YOU'RE
DOING ALL RIGHT!
NOW FIND THE
RUEEN AND YOUR

TROUBLES ARE OVER!




THIS

REALLY DIDN'T
D BE
| THOUGHT.

:

KNOW,
THINK 1T
ERSY!
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TAKE MY CLIKBLADE!

AT LEAST THEY DIDN




MADE 1T/ NOW TO FIND |
MY WAY OUT OF HERE!




AN ENORMOUS BLOB OF PROCREATING FLESH!

YES, THE QUEEN.,.,

IF YOU'LL WAIT
JUST A MINUTE |
CAN EXPLAIN !
ALL | WANT TO
DO 1S MARRY
THE QUEEN.

| GOT A VERY
¥ BAD FEELING
ABOUT ALL THIS..




AND IF | DON'T
WANT TO GET
MARRIED?

BUT...BUT YOoU HAYE
TO! OTHERWISE I'LL
TURN INTO A LIZARD
AND... \T'S YOUR
CURSE ISN'T |T?

IT - THAT OLD RING IS

i A

( 5o THaT's
4 STILL AROUND!
7] BND VLL REMOVE

IT FOR YoU!

WELL STEP FORWRRD

)
L PRETTY T\RED OF THIS!

ABOUT TIME! |’V GETTING

~_ ( MY PLEASURE!

HEY, WAIT A MINUTE! YOU
AREN'T PLANNING SOME-
THING DRASTIC AREYOU?

A BREEREET

No! HWEY! WALT
A MINUTE!




DAMMIT! | COULD HAVE
DONE THAT MYSELF!

ALL THIS HAS BEEN
FOR NOTHING!

Sa— - —

PLEASE! CONTROL YOURSELF!
YOU ARE PART LIZARP-MAY-
BE T WILL GROW BRACK!

“{ YOU MEAN 'M GONNA
STAY THIS WAY?!
\T'S PERMANENT?!

7HTH

WELL, THERE'S NOTRING }
1 CAN DO AROULT |T.

AH. . HRELL! YOU AND
YOUR DAMN CURSE !

: OES IT... | THINK UVE TAKEN
B : ( ABOUT ENOUGH...







WELCOME BACK, LEANDER! IN FACT, YOU NMIAY FWND
FOR AN AMATEUR, IT LOOKS CERTAIN ADVANTAGES
LIKE YOU'RE COMING QUT TO BEING PART LIZRRY!
ALL RIGHT! MUCH BETTER YOUR HAND FOR |NSTANCE,,
THAN | THOUGHT YOU WouL!

NEAH - | HEARD
ALREADY,

WHAT NEXT, LERNDER,
| WHEN YOU GET HOMEY
NOT MANY JOBs FOR @
A LIZARD MAN,

WELL, THE FIRST

GLAD YOU MADE 1T
LEANDER! NOW | CAN
FINISH THRT PCEWM,,,

JUST TAKE ME
HOME, COLERIDGE.

{ YOU MAP, FOR

LEANDER? AWHILE,

THING "M GONNA
po...

o VM GONNA
KILL ME A
MERCHANT,,,

THE END

— .-’/-—"

AND SO WE FIND THE TURNED WORM ISN'T THE
SAME ON BOTH ENDS! WHATS NEXT? WHO CANSAY?




ENCOUNTER AT WAR

THIS 15 WHERE THE
CAPTAIN WAS LAST
SEEN. THINK THERES
BEEN TROUBLE T

CouLD BE, WELL
HNOW WHEN —
WAIT A MINUTE

I'M PICHING LIP SoME. HIgH
ENERGY OUTPUT ON THE.
METER. A VERY POWERFLIL
RADIO TYPE TRANSMISSION
CLOSE. BY... MGHT TIE
IN WITH THE CAPTAINS
DISAPPEARANCE.
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COVER YOUR SECTOR
AND BE BACK HERE
IN AN Hour/!
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savyRef 1 sEeE
| YOU'vE MET BUTCH,

CAPTAIN
PHILLIPSS

YOU'VE COME AT A BAD
TIME., SAYRE — THE GNOMES
WERE PREPARING AN ATTACK
ON EARTH WHEN THEIR
OWN PLANET WAS ATTACHED,.

NOW AS SOON &S THEY'VE
GOT BACH ALL THE TROOPS
THEY'D TRANSFPORTED TO
EARTH, OUR ONLY LINK
WITH HOME Wikl BE
SEVERED]

TRAPPED

RIGHT — LUINTIL THIS WHOLE
FPLALE CRUMBLES DoOwWN

AROUND US DURING THE
FIGHT ON THE SURFACE,













THE

I

TRANSMITTER
BUILPING




WHAT HAPPEMNED 2
WHERE'S CAPTAIN
PHILLIPS 7




?%}‘pﬁ‘f RRD!

Yo COULD'VE
WalTeED ¥
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